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staff writer

Developers and  bullders  have
come a long way from days when
tandscaping seemed almost like an
afterthought to a project.

Now, between complying with
1and usc Jaws cstablished by muntel-
palitles and trying to attract buyers
or tenants into residential or com-
mercial developments, hundreds of
thousands of dollars get spent on
trees, shrubs, berms, flowers and
water at a single bullding site.

*1 think there’s a growing concern
with the Integration of an actlvity
into the community as a whole,” sald
William Allen, an associate profes-
sor in the college of architecture and
design at Lawrence Technologlal
University.

“A good landscape dcvcl&pm?m

Jim and Marilyn Funk, developers and builders ol The Legends
with wildflowers at the condominium site.

Away from the asphalt jungle

in Farmington Hills, bullt three ponds and sceded a meadow

Fifteen years ago, the landscape
contractor ‘was told to get it green,
throw a few trees on and gef out.
Contractors now are getting into brick
work, decks, ponds, gazebos.”

— Dennis Crimboli

Crimboli Landscape Contractors

of Crosswinds Communlties, sald he
spent $1 milllon planting mature
{rees rather than saplings at Green-
palnte Condomlintums, a 112-acre
slte at 14 Mile and Halsted in West
Bloomfleld.

@ Jim and Marllyn Funk, devel-
opers and bullders of a 30-unlt con-
‘The Legends,

— site plan — will at.”

PEOPLE APPARENTLY arc fa-
cilltating.

® Bernard Glieherman, president

Selling or

beautifying

By Doug Funke
stotf wrltor

on Halsted just south of 14 Mile in
Farmington Hills, said they spent
upward of $300,000 landscaping that
10-acre parcel.

@ Dennis Crimboll, president of

Crimboli Landscape Contractors in
Canton, said he did upward of
$250,000 worth of work landscaping
the new Radisson Resort and Confer-
ence Center in Ypsilanti.
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sceded a meadow with wlldflowers
not only to comply with state wet-
land requirements, but also because
they liked the concept and flgured
buyers would, too.

“THE WHOLE polnt is we wanted
people to feel It was a natural transi-
tlon frem rough-rough, to wildflower
to fine planting,” Jim said. “I think
it's a different concept.”

“Landscaping sets a mood for
me," Martlyn sald.

Crimboll, who bullt his company
from a two-person operation in 1972
to 35 now, has seen a dramatle
change in the business.

"“What happencd maybe 10 years
ago, maybe 15 years ago, (was that)
the the

"L is a req! In
most communities,” Gleberman
said. “In condominlums or any kind
of housing . . . you want to put in
matertals that are mature. No onc
wants to walt eight to 10 years for
things to grow."”

The Funks bullt three ponds and

& y
last persen In on a project,” he sald.
“The budget was sometimes limited
and he was told o get it green, throw
a few trees on and get out.
“Contractors now are getting Into

RANDY BORST/statt photographer
A bridge and gazebo complement threc ponds and a meadow
seeded with wildlfowers at The Legends, o condominium site

Ploasa turn to Page 3 in FarmIngton Hills.

1's like a varlatlon of the the old chicken-cgg

argument.

Do developers and builders landscape because
it's required by local ordlnance or because it

sells?

Prohably for both reasons in different propor-

tions on a casc-by-case basis.

“I don’t know If It's out of the goodness of thelr
heart or the necesslty of getting approval,” sald
Willlam Allen, an associate professor in

the col-

Proposed castam
hame and lake lor.
$1.630,000
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For those who demand the fin.
est aad expect the seclusion of
Tuxury living.

Heron Bay — Elegant detaifs and “ipeeh
craftsmanship are appazent in this custom home, Four
bedtoom Tudor with Ust floor master suite, 20 fe.

C anterbury Homes, Inc. offets

Jege of architecture and design at Lawrence Tech-
nological University.

“Developers arc belng forced to be more sensi-
tive to the landscape as [t exists and (o regenerate
1t after development has taken place,” Allen said.

Landscanl

yond
can be an effective marketing tool.

“YOU'RE GOING to do what sells papers,
They're going (o do what sclls property,” sals
Thomas Bird, senior planncr for West Bloomficld
Township,

Bernard Glicberman said he went way beyend
what was required by West Bloomfield when he
built Greenpointe Condominiums,

He recelved a landscape award from the Great-
¢r West Bloomfleld Chamber of Commerce this
summer for his efforts,

“There's not ono factor that causes somewae to
buy, but landscaplng 18 a factor, and I feel a very
{mportant one,” Glieberman said.

Pam and Jeff MicAllef, who own a two-bed-
room, three-bath unit at Greenpolnte, prove
Glicberman's polnt.

“Specifically, it offcred a beautiful setting,”
Jelf sald of the attractlon. “They left a lot of trees
and they dld a beaulliful job of landscaping, They
have a lot of flowers, water and In front, a bridge
{rom bathhouses to the pool.”
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Heeon Ridge ~ Magnificent lake lot un Forest Lake.
Spectacalar view of lake and countrey club, Matute
wooded site. $750,000 or will build to suit. Lot #9

Heson Ridge — Sprawling “eseate-size” ranch with
revailing mood of luxury enhances this 4 bedtoom
ome. Walkout towee level. Completion by fall ‘89,

$1,009,000 Lot #1
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you a selection af presti-
gious sites in the ptivate commu.
nities of Heron Bay and lleron
Ridge. Situated within Bloom.
field Township, offering Bloom.
ficld Schools. Nestled on the
shores of Upper Long Lake and
Forest Lake with a peomanent aa.
ture reserve sepatating Heron Bay
and Heson Ridge.

We invite you to call and make
yout rescrvation for a private
showing.

CANTERBURY HOMES, INC.

Custom Builder
SYLVIA STERN
Broker

For mor¢ information

call..356-2780

ceilings, walkout lower level and private children's
play toam on Ind floor. Property overdooks natute
teserve. Completion by Fall 89, $1.193.000. Lot & 22

Brakers Welcome

"...one of the few
private developments
manned by a 24
hour gatehouse.
Security and
solitude can be
yours.
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