Nuclear power ‘benign’

By Tim Richerd
staff wrltor

The global warming trend may
help nuclear power regaln its lost
popularily, sajd the president of
Consumers Pawer Co.

In Fred Buckman's view, the
reason I3 that coal, oll and other
Iossil {fuels give off gases that re-
sult In warming the earth.

“Nuglear pawer looks very be-
nign in a global warmlng context,”
satd Buckman, the utllity’s chle!
operating officer slnce March of
1988. He once headed nuclcar oper-
ations and has a doctorate §n nucle-
ar engineering from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology.

The company serves most of
Qakland and northwestern Wayne
County with natural gas. Outsiate
it sells both gas and electricity.

“WE'VE SEEN just the tlp of the
iccberg on the global warming
trend,” said Buckman in an inter-
view.

“The summer of 1988 was hot.
The summer of '87 was also hol.
But if one looks at the temperature
data over 70 or 80 ycars, the pic-
ture is a lot more confusing.

“One thing ls clear: We as a peo-
ple are doing morc things that
make it possible for large amounts
of carbon dioxide, methane and
chlorofluarocarbans to get into the
atmosphere.

“They act as a greenhouse —
they allow the sun’s rays In but
don’t allew the equivalent radia-
tion out. Now if the increased
amount of gases do cause this to
happen, it wlll have a slgnificant
impact on where we grow crops,

where wellve, . .

“I think we're faced with a ma-
Jor national declsion process as to
what kind of globe we will leave
the next generation.”

TODAY NUCLEAR power lacks
the clear cost advantage of fossil
fucls that it had alter the Arab eil
crisis of the mid-1970s, he said.

But in the 5-10-ycar thme frame,
American power companies may
find they must burn less fessil fucl
and look agaln at nueicar power.

“As a nation, we're not ready 1o
build the next nuclear plant,”
Buckman said. In time, however,
nuclear power will be seen as “'not
only acceptable but the right

hing."

Currently Consumers Power
generates electricily from 60 per-
cent coal, 20 percent nuclear pow-
er and 20 percent fram other fuels
and hydro.

TIHE JACKSON-BASED utility
fast week announced it has a lead-
ership position in the Global Cli-
mate Coalitlon, a mational organi-
zatlon of trade assoclations and
businesses conducting research on
the greenhouse effect and its im-
pact on American life.

The 43-year-0ld Kalamazoo na-
tive started with Consumers Power
as a colicge Intern in 1967, rose
through the ranks, left in 1983, then
returned in 1986 as a vice president
oversceing the Palisades and Big
Rock Point nuclear plants.

The utility gained notoriety for a
failed $4 billlon Investment In a
Midland nuclear plant that almost
bankrupted it.

In a wide-ranging interview,

Buckman talked about the future
of the Michlgan and suburban ccon-
omy, ltems:

® Economic growth wen't ex-
ceed 2 percent annually in the next
few years. “In our service area,
growth in the number of gas cus-
tomers will b eoffset by more effi-
cient use” after a fairly robust
growth period In 1982-88, But there
will be na recession.

# The automotive market wiil

be “stagnant 1o slightly dccllmng "

David Eisenhower
Ike’s grandson offers perspective

By Pat Murphy
sta!t writer

As the grandson of the 33rd presi-
dent of the United States, David Ed-
has a unique p

of hblory
He b for cxample,

A shift from heav!
to service-oriented industry wlll
continue,

o As the US. cxports mare,
“rust belt" states such as Michigan
will reverse their papulation Josses.
Oakland County and the metropoli-
tan suburs stretching out to Brigh-
ton, Howe!l and chelsea will see
continued growih. On the west slde
of the states, good spots will be the
Grand Rapids area, Muskegon,
lHolland, Kalamazoo and Battle
Creck,

® Consumers Pawer’s own cm-
ployment has been scaled down
from 12,500 in 1984 to about 9,500
currently. But it stlll hires 20 1o 25
sumnmer interns, mostly englneer-
ing students, and also will need
finance and acounting people in the
years ahead.

@ The kind of people It will hire
in the years ahead wili nced to be
more entrepreneurtal than In the
past because the utility will be less
regulated and more market-driven.
“There is a great chance te be part
of designing the utility of 1995 or
2000 . . . 1 left in 1983 and came
back In MBG It was the right thing
to do. There is an opportunity to
help shape what we're going to do."”
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Frcnch leader Charles DeGaulle
comlnx to the chyshurg farm of his
Dwight D. Ei
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a guestlon and answer session.

He sald he became something of
an expert on his grandfatber after he
started to write a short biography
about kim. “The more I got into it,
the more 1 was drawn into the war
years,” he sald.

The resuit was the first volume of
“Elsenhower: At War," the first of 2
tnlogy on Ike's life and times.

"[ remember him getting out of 2
long black [imoustne,” Eiscnhower
said Wednesday at the opening meet-
ing of the 1989-90 Pontlac-Oakland
Town Hall series. *I saw Churchill
(Winston), Monty (British Fleld Mag-
shall Berpard Montgomery)” and
many others.

The perspective he Jearned at the
knee of his grandfather expanded
considerably when he married Julie
Nlxon, daughter of Pat and Rlchard
M. Nixon, shortly before hls first in-
auguratlon in ]ﬂﬁﬂ

Like most presidents, “Richard
Nixon was clvclod to fulfill a mis-
slon," Elsenhower sald. “And he was
tremendously suceessful (in his first
term) by any measure.

“BUT RICHARD Nlxzon's success
(In the first term) dlda't mean suc-
ccss once that mission was accom-
plished,” he said.

Eiscnhower, now a lecturer in po-
ltical seience at the Unlversity of
Pennsylvania, blended the lessens he
Jearned in both roles ~ grandson of
Tke and son-in-law of Nizon — in his
two hour conversatlon that included
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said he started the
bock just to shed whatever Hght e
could about his grandfather from his
inttmate view, He sald he is pleased
that his work has received good re-
views like the one in The New York
Times that referred to his book as “a
contributlon toward historical un-
derstanding.”

WHILE HIS TALK was Interest.
ing, perhaps morc enlightenlng were
his answers to questions from the
500, or so, who attended the meeting.

Questivn: Does your father-in-law
want to make a political comeback?

Answer: “Docs the sun rise in the
cast?” Actually, he's making that
comeback by devoting time and ea-
ergy as an unofflelal elder statesmen
analyzing problems facing the nation
and the world, Elsenhower sald.

Questlon: What's In the future for
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the Democrats?

Answer: Any administration Is as
good or bad as It handles the issues
confronting the nation, he said. The-
sceds of a Democratic comchack
may lie In how well Republicans
handie Lssues like foreign investment
in the Unlted States and how the
United States handles relatlons with
Mexlco.

Questlon: Please comment on “the’
alfair* rumor. .

Answer: “I think it's more than a:
rumor,” Elsenhower sald. “She (Kay”
Summersby — his former driver in
Europe) wrote a book about her al-
leged love affair with my granddad. -

“BUT I DON'T belicve it was
true,” Eisenhower sald. “1 know he
(1ke) admired her and respected her
contribution. But | really think it
was an affair that never happened. I
think she wished it had happened.”

Quuhon Any politics in your fu-
ture?

Answer: “I've thought about it, but
the timing was never right,” he said,
“But you haven't heard the last of
the name Eiscphower. Remember
Alex,” a reference 10 his 9-year-old
son.
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