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ng for 4 regular council terms

3-incumbents, 7 challengers in race

o~ ANDIDATES for the Farm-
Ington Hllls Clty Council
have accelerated cam-

" paignlng as electlon day —
Tuesday, Nov. 7 — approaches.

Mailings, door-to-door visits, tele-
phane sollcitatlons, handouts and
candidate nights are among the
saurces of campaigning for the 13
candidates.

Tea candidates are sceking regu-
lar terms and three are vying for re-
malning two years of a vacancy on
the clty council.

Five of the seven non-partisan
council seats are up for grabs this
fall. Incumbent Jody Soroncn Is not
sceking re-clectlon.

1o the regular race are incum-
bents Ben Marks, Aldo Vagnozzt and
Philip Arnold, Challenging them are
Jonathan Grant, Vernon Kielpinski,
Lawrence Lichtman, Ronald Oliver-
lo, Albert Rosen, Bettye Stines and
George Sarklsian.

‘Among these 10, voters may vote
for up to four. The lop three vote-
getters In the Nov. 7 clection will
cdrn four-year terms; the next high-
cst’ finisher wlll serve a two-year
term.

NANCY BATES and Herbert
Liner are challenging incumbent
Paul Sowerby In the race to fill the
rérhalning two years of former coun-

cilman Joe Alkateeb's four-year
term. Sowerby was appolnted in
March to replace Alkateeb until-the
next clty clectlon (sce facing

page).

The next candldate night Is 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 25, In the Farming-
ton Hllls City Hall council chambers,
31555 11 Mile. The Council of Home-
owners of Farmlngton Hills Is host-
ing the night.

Council members are paid $1,800
per year. They meet the sccond,
third and fourth Mondays of each
meonth, and have many speclal meet-
Ings.

Thirteen candldates Is the largest
field in the city's 16-year history.

® Grant, 37, owns Rellance
Forms & Supplles, Farmington Hills.

o Klelpinski, 35, Is a janltor at
the Mid-Eleven Shopplng Center,
Farmington Hills.

® Roscn, 68, Is English depart-
ment head at Chadsey High, Detrolt.

o Lichtman, 31, is an attorney
with offices in Bloomfleld Hllls.

® Vagnozzi, 63, is an cditerlal
consultant at Aaron Publicatlon, De-
troit.

@ Arnold, 50, is manager, profit
and volume analysis, for Ford Motor
Co. casting divislon.

@ Marks, 66, Is general partner in
Farmington Hills Office Develop-
ment Co.

» Oliverlo, M, is flrst vice presi-
dent-Ilnvestments at First of Michi-
gan Corp,, Sonthfield.

® Stines, no age given, ls a musle
teacher in Detrolt.

® Sarklsian, 37, is a layout technl-
clan, experimental englnes, for Ford
Metor Co.

ABSENTEE BALLOT applica-
tions are available at clty clerk Ka-
thy Dornan's office in the city hall,
31555 11 Mlile, or by calling 473-
9560,

To miake voting casicr for senlor
the  cit;

malls an application o any regls-

tered voter who is at least 60. Sen-

lors must complete and sign the

form and return It to the clty clerk’s

office.

By law, an absentee ballot will be
only lssucd to a registered voter
who:

® will be out of town for the en-
tire time the polls are open.

:_1 1s physlcally unable to go to the

polls.

® i3 60 years or older.
is an election worker [n a pre-
cinct other than the onc in which he
or she llves.

® i3 forbldden by religlon from
votlng on that day.

@ is confined to jall awaiting ar-
ralgnment or trial.

Ben Marks
régular term
incumbent

,1..How wonld you rate the quality
of 1lfe in Farmington Hills In gener-
aland for retirees In particalar?

We enjoy an cxcellent level of
qudlity of living o our clty. It is the

cil's obligation to contlnue to
whrk to make it even better for all
those who live here, It Ls the respon-
sibflity of each citizen to let the
cduncil know what or where things
are nat golng well, and tough as it
can be, the council must act In an
cqaally responsible way to address
the problem, sometimes courting
dlsfaver with an unpopular decislon
thht Is [n the best interest of all the
citlzens,
2. Do you [ee} the city bas ade-
quately respouded to youth recres
atlon needs?

In the past, I believe we did not do
as good a job as could have been
done te provide youth actlvitics.
tlowever, in the past year with the
developing of Ploneer Park, Heri-
tage Park, the land acqulsition of the
20 acres at Farmington Road and I-
696, and the proposed park in the
south end, we have moved us far
ahead of where we were five years
ago when I first took office. The
parks and recreatlon commission
has done a terrific job In aiding the
council in alf these efforts,

3. Is participation in the Soulhwest
Oakland County Salid Waste Consor-
tium the wisest way for the city to
skim escalating solid waste disposal
costs?

Joinlng the solld waste consortium
is the only economlcal way we are
golng to start solving the problem of
solid waste, which is a national prob-
lem. As a member, we whl have an
equity Involvement in the planning
and Implementing of the effort to

make our solld waste disposal costs
affordable.

4. Wby are you running for city
council?

It 1 didn't feel that I could do a
Rood Job as a councll member, 1
would not be running. My 23 ycars of
Farmington Hills community ser-
vice, my five years as councilman
and one year as mayor of the city,
and my proven record as a diligent,
persevering, consclentlous member
of that body, quallfy me te seck re-
clectlon. 1 love this community and
serving it is a cherlshed bonor. -

5. Should the city contlooe to add
new police officers to its sworn
force of 95 to forther approach the
desired ratlo of 1.7 officera per 1,000
resldents {clty's curvent ratio is 1,3)7

The citizens of this clty have told
us they want the best In police pro-
tection. Yes, I belleve we should
bring our pollce force to the ratlo of
1.7 officers per 1,000 residents,

Philip Arnold
régular term
incumbent

J: How would you rate the quallty
fllr: in Farmlogton Hills in gener-
{and for retirees (n particalar?
Quality of life, an issue of great
mportance to our residents, ks good
ut can be better. We must lessen
pass-through traffic by demanding
he state complete projects such as
he Haggerty Road exit from 1-696.
Ihe selective aduitlon of open space
r parks will enhance the environ-
fnent, Certainly implementation of
he Year 2000 committee recom-
mendations wlll improve the quality
[ life. I believe retirees experlence
he same quality as others,

2. Do you feel the city bas ade-
uately respanded to youth recre.
tion needs?

During the past few years, we
ave witnessed a substantial re-

sponse with regard to youth recre-
atlon. The parks and rec commis-
slon, vla continuing dialogue with
the youth sports organlzations, has
completed Pioncer Park and is plan-
ning a park in the southeast area.
Educatlonal programs at Heritage
Park have been directed toward the
younger children, Scouting groups,

cent. Success is mandatory Lo pre-
serve the environment.

4. Why are yoo ruaning for clty
cavneli?

To serve my fellow citizens. Since
moving to Farmington Hills 16 years
ago, 1 have been contributing to the
communlty. Origlnally as a subdivl-
sion officer, 11 years on the planning

three as c and

ete. Building upon these pi
we can provide new experiences at
minimal cost.

3.1s parilelpatlon In the Southwest
Oakland County Solld Waste Consor-
tlum the wlsest way for the city to
skim escalating solid waste dlsposal
costs?

Participation in the waste consor-
tium appears to offer the best hope
for addressing escalatlng disposal
costs (dumping fees were just in-
creased 47 percent) as well as the as-
sociated environmental lssues. The
consortlum will provide economles
of scale for recycllng. However,
Oakland County Is a key player. By
combining recycling  with thelr
planned incincrator, landfill materi-
al should be reduced about 90 per-

on the elty council since January.
My contributions have been recog-
nized and I wish to contlnue worklng
on behalf of our resldents.

5. Should the ¢ity coatinue to add
new police officers to its sworn
force of 95 to further approach the
deslred ratlo of 1,7 officers per 1,000
residents {clty's carrent ratlo s 1.3)?

Protection of our residents should
be our first conslderation. Presently,
we have not seen any Indicatlon of
substantlally Increased crime. To
meet a ratlo of 1.7 would require ad-
ditlonal expendltures of approxi-
mately $1.5 million annually, T be-
lleve higher priorities exist in other

arcas such as improvement of sani- -

tary sewers and storm dralnage.

George Sarkisian

egular term

1, Haw woald you rate the quality
I life in Farmington Hills in gener-
1and for retirees In particolar?

The majority of residents 1 tatk to
n Farmington Hills are very uncom-
ortable with the rate of growth in
ur city In both residentlal and com-
fnerclal construction. These resi-
ents fecl threatened and perhaps
petrayed by Lhe city for allowlng
F"armington Hills to turn Into anath-
v Southfleld. Since a significant
humber of retirces are longtime res-
dents of Farmington Hills, they re-
member the clty when it had a more
human touch to it and want to keep
t that way If at all porsible.

2. Do yoo feel the clty has ade-

quately responded to youth recre-
atlon needs?

‘The Department of Speclal Ser-
vices publishes a pamphlet that of-
fers recreation programs for ail age
groups In this city. Yet study after
study shows the youth of America as
a group is in terrible physical shape
and ranks among the worst In Lhe
world. Again, 1 must go back to the
fact we have so Httle park space in
Farmington Hills, I belleve more
park space would allow more spon-
tancous recreatlon, which kids are
locking for,

3. Is participation in the Southwest
Oakland County Solid Waste Consor-
tium the wisest way for the city fo
skim escalating solld waate dliposal
costs?

I am constantly made aware of
many facets of our soclety where
two or more pariics particlpate to
take advantage of a particular ser-
vice or need. Solld waste disppsal is
a huge problem In the worldjtoday
ang getting bigger. If we don’t take
advantage of the merils of collective

thinking and function, we are only
hurtlng ourselves.

4. Why are you rucning for city
counell?

1 have been able to see the tre
mendous growth that has taken
place around here. I am not sure that
all of it has been desired or needed,
although I am sure the city councll
feels it is doing what s right for the
city at the time of Its decision, T
don't agree with many of the things
it has allowed to happen.

5. Should the city cantinue to add
new pollce offlcers to its sworn
foree of 95 to further approach the
desired ratio of 1.7 officers per 1,000
residents (city’s curvent ratio s 1.3)7

1 am a law-and-order-type person.
1 think they are vitally important in
a democratic soclety. I am in full
support of addlng police offlecrs to
achieve the desired ratio of 1.7 offl-
cers for 1,000 residents. T think if the
pollce department 18 glven the prop-
er credit and respeet, it can be one
of gthe most valuable resources
Fa ; Ington HIlls has,

Ronald Oliverio
egular term

bhallenger

1, How wosld you rate the quality
1 life in Farmington Hills In gener-
1 and for retirees In particular?

1 believe our city, with ita low
brime rate and respect for senfor cit-
zens, makes It a great place to lUive
or the elderly as well as any other

quately responded to youth recre-
ation aceds?

1would Like to see more parks and
perhaps a large outdoar publie pool
in the future,

3. In participation In the Southwest
Oakland County Solld Waste Consor-
tlum the svisest way for the city to
skim escalatiog solld waste disposal
costa? '

Yes, at the present time although
Browning-Ferrls fee's aro becoming
absurdly high and may requlre gov-
ermnment Interventlon.

4, Why are you running for eity
counell?

Jonathan Grant
regular term

chatllenger

1, How would you rate the quality
of Jife in Farmington 1ills In gener-
al and for retirees in particular?

In general, excellent, We must es-
tablish our priorities utltlzing citizen
Input. 1 support continued funding
and expanslon of senior cltizen pro-
grams. We currently operate an ex-
cellent program at Mercy Center,
working withln very limited faclli-
tles. Retlrees everywhere are caught
by spiraling inflation. The cap on the
senlor cltizens homestead exemption
for property tax relief has not been
increased since Its inception in the
19703, I [ully support efforts toward
seeking an increase In thls exemp-
tlon to bring additional property tax
vellef.

2. Do yon feel the city has ade-
guately responded to youth reere-
atlon needs?

No. 1 support additional programs
for our youth K-12, In particular for
teens 12-17. We need more after
school actlvitles and summer pro-

grams. T am committed (o acquirlig

dltlonal property for r

facilitles, while therc Is property
for future d

The city has made progress in this

area; however, we sittl nced active

recreatlonal property, as well as

safe ways for our citizens to access

it.

3, Is participation in the Southwest
Oakland Couaty Solld Waste Cansor-
tium the wisest way for the city to
skim escalating solig waste dlsposal

ta?

From my initlal evaluation of this
proposal, it does appear Lo be a rea-
sonable approach. The six-city con-
sortlum would have much stronger
negotiating power In bidding con-
tracts to colicet, recyele, transfer
and dispose of solld waste. Thls con-
sortium would also have a greater
volce at the county level in regard (o
decislons made countywide on solld
waste disposal.

4. Why ore you runniog for city
council?

[ am one of the many Individuals
in our clty who has a strong sense of
responsibility to being invulved In
their community, My commitment Is

founded on the belief that one must
take an integral role In determining
the environment In which one places
oneself. 1 have a very diversitied
background of communlty invelve-
ment wlth both the residential and
the business sectors. 1am the type of
individual who will wurk well with
our admlnistratlon to assurc cost-ef-
tectlve gavernment that will provide
the quality of lifc we all desire for
our city.

5. Should the clty coctloue to add
new police officers fo its swarn
force of 95 to further approach the
desired ratio of 1.7 offlcers per 1,000
restdents {city's current ratla 15 1.3)?

As the city grows, the need for po-
lice officers grows (o respond to the
increasing number of requests. 1 do
not betleve we should strive to ob-
tain a national standard, We should
strive to address the perceived necds
of our citizens with regard to visibil-
ity and response time. Police protec-
tion s an Important issue lo our
community and should, therefore, be
cvaluated annually to assure that we
are satlsfylng the community's
needs,

Vernon Kielpinski
regular term

challenger

1. Ifow woald you rate the quallty
of llfc in Farmiogton Hills {n gener-
al and for retlrees in particular?

Lifc is pretty nlce. But erime
scems to be on the rise. With Boys
Republlc changing, it may have de-
creased. As for retlrees, not enough
has been done for them. Actually we
insult them. We keep taklng from
them. Some of them can't get
around. We stick some of them into

hortible rest homes, a place that
many of us hope we never sce. They
should be able to cnjoy their golden
years.

2. Do you fec) the clty has ade-
quately responded lo youth recre-
ation peeds?

More or less. We should mix youth
and senlor adult recreation. Neither
group has cnough recreatlon. We can
never have (00 tiuch recreation.

3.1s participation In the Southwest
Oakland County Solld Waste Consor-
tium the wisest way for tbe clty to
skim cscalating sotfd waste disposal
costs?

Yes, reeycling is the best. Some
businesses are helping. One note
here though. I have always been for
recycling.

4. Why are you rupning for the
clty council?

‘Two years ago when I ran, I knew
nothing about our city government.
What I have learned in two years
makes me sick.

5. $hould the city conttnue to add
new police officers to ls sworn
force af 95 to further approack the
deslred ratio of 1,7 of flcers per 1,000
residents {city’s current ratio Is 1.3)?

Yes. Sertous crime Is on the rise.

Aldo Vagnozzi

regular term

incumbent

1. How would you rate the quality
of life ia Farmington Hills i gener-
al and for retirees in particolar?

1 would rate the quality of lifc as
good in general and the same for re-
tirees. This Is confirmed by my vislts
in recent months to more than 2,000
homes and Irom the results of the
clty survey.

2. Do you feel the clty bas ade-
quately responded to youlk reere-
ation needs?

1 think we can do more, especially
In the area of summer and after-

school activitles. I would like to see
young people serve on our parks and
recreailon commisslon so they can
help develop programs for their age
group.

3. Is participatlon i the Southwest
Qakland County Selld \WWaste Consor-
tlum the wisest way far the clty to
skim escalating solld waste disposal
costs?

Yes. Not only Is it wise, but the
work of the Southwest Oakland
County Solld Waste Consortium Is
prodding Oakland County to take a
more aggressive role in this area.
We nced to move loward curbside
recyellng plckup if we are to slow
down the escalating costs of trash
removal.

4, Why are you running for city
council?

Twa years ago, I felt that after
more than 25 years as a council
watcher, it was time (o put my expe-
ricnce to work as a councll member,
Since 1987, I have initlated a number
of programs that 1 want to see come
to Irultion. I also want to work
toward solutlon of traffic and road
problems, slowlng down of develop-
ment, adoptlon of a strong code of
ethles, and senlor cltlzens programs.

5. Should the city continoe to add
new police officers to lts sworn’
force of 95 to further approach the
desired ratio of 1,7 officers per 1,000
residents {clty’s carrent ratio is 1.3)?

Yes, after meeting our obligatlons,
we must search for additional funds
to add 1o the pollce force, including
aggressive cfforts for available
county, state and federal grants.

Bettye Stines

regular term

challenger

1. How would you rate the quality
of life in Farmiogton 1Lills in gener-
al and for retirees in particular?

1 would rate life In Farmington
Hills good for retirees; however,
more sccurily and recreation s
necded.

2. Do you feel the clty bas ade-
quately responded to youth recre-
atlon needs?

‘There Is a great need for more
parks, the YMCA's recreation and
free recreation for our youth,

3.1s participation in the Southwest

Oakland County Solld Waste Consor-
tium the wisest way for the clty to
skim escatatlng solid waste disposal
cosis?

Yes, as a group the censorijum
can address solld waste in a collec-
tive manner. The southern communi-
ties of Oakland County have the
largest amount of solld waste and
therefore will have more cost. The
consortlum should join the county in
its solld wastc plan with a note on
the board accerding to the waste dis-

sal.

4, Why are you runnlng for city
counchl?

1 am a concerned resldent, just
iike you. I am concerned that as thls
city grows that we preserve our fine
neighborhoods. I am also concerned
that we keep a high quatity of city
services, T am committed to work in

the best interest of the residents to
make sure we maintain good palice
and fire protectlon, improved code
enforcement, that we have a good
emergency preparedness plan and,
above all, that we have a good land
use development plan. I believe I
can make a contributlon to city gov-
ernment with my experience as a
businesswoman, a teacher and a res-
Ident,

5. Shoold the clty contlnuc to add
new pollce officers le its sworn
force of 95 to further approach the
desired ratlo of 1.7 offlcers per 1,000
resldents (clty's current ratlo Is 1.3)?

Before addlng more police offi-
cers, the clty should estabilsh or ex-
pand a reserve and cadet unit 10 sup-
plement the swern officers. Crime
preventlon invelving resldents and
businesses shoutd be encouraged.

Larry Lichtman
regular term
challenger

1. fow would you rate the quality
of lfe in Farmington Milils in gener-
0! and for retirecs In particular?

My wlife and I are raislng two
school-age children and we belleve
that Farmington Hills provides a
quality of life well-suited to families.
As a planning commisstoner and for-
mer zoning board of appeals chalr-
man, 1 have always been sensitive to
preserving the family atmosphere in
Farmington Hills, T suppost the
city's RCE District Zoning Ordl-
nance provisions to promote afford-
abte, quality housing for our senior
resldents.

2. Do yoo feel the city bas ade-
quately responded o youth recre-
atlon needs?

The clty has not done as much as it
should have done to promote active
vouth recreation. Other publlc ser-
vices have been viewed as being
more essential and deserving of a
higher budget priority. At thls point,

however, the city is fully capable of
allocating more funds for active
youth recreational needs. As the fa-
ther of Lwo school-age children, I be-
lieve we must be responsive to our
families’ needs.

4. In particlpatlon in the Southwest
Oakland County Solld Waste Consor-
1lum the wihsest way for the clty to
skim escalaling solld waste disposal
costs?

Particlpatton In the consortiom
may be o moot issue. The consorti~
um, in which Farmington Hills partl-
clpates with Farmingten, Novl,
Southfictd, South Lyon and Walled
Lake, by all accounts is approaching
dlssolutlon because Oakland County
is self becomlng more responsive
to the concerns of the consortium,
Secking out alternatives to the dwlin-
dling availabllity of landfill sites,
while researchlng new and more
cost-cl{lcient means of recycling sol-
id waste, arc ltems that require con-
tinued attention.

4. Why arc you ruoning far clty
councll?

Given my lifclong residency, my
family's long-standing service to the
city, my service as zonlng board of
appeals chalrman and as a member
of the planning commission, as well
as my experience as a business law-
yer, I can bring to the councll a com-
bination of important attributes. My
record of service indicates an abllity
to work with fellow offlcials In a
productlve atmosphere of mutual re-
spect.

5, Should the eity contlove to add
oew pollce officers to ity sworn
force of 95 to further approach the
desired ratio of 1.7 officers per 1,000
residents {city's current ratio ks 1,3)?

Adequate pollce caoverage 13, and
should be, o priority. As with any
budget item, however, (he only re-
sponsible position to take (s that the
goal should be evaluated cach flscal
year, Adding additional’ officers
shauld be contlnucd, subject to ad-
Justment in any fiscal year where
capital improvement projects or
other matters mandate emergency
attentlon.

the ‘qu!m of a per over the
demands of thelr residentlal constit-
uents, it angers me, When I see citl-
zens’ safety concetns treated with
arrogance and contempt, I know ils
tima for a change, If T am clecled to
the ¢lty council, the people will know
they’ve clected someone who repre-
sents them, period. .
5.1shnnld the city contlnge to add
new! pollee officers to Itz sworn
foree of 83 to further approach ihe
destted ratlo of 1.7 of tlcers per 1,000
restdents (city's curreat ratlo s 1.3)?
would get the opinion of the chief
of polico and take it under advise-
meng,

Albert Rosen
regular term

challenger

1. How would you rate the quallty
of life In Farmington Hills In gener-
a) and for retirees in particalar?

The quality of life Is dlmlplshlng
In general in our city and even more
30 for retirees. Example: Observer,
Sept. 31: “Council splits on senlor tax
credlt,” Why should Sever and Ar-
nold adopt such a stance?

2, Do you fecl the clty has ade-
quately respanded to youth recre-
atlon needs?

From what [ have rcad and ob-
served, the answer to adequately is
no,

3.1s particlpation in the Sonthwest
Onkland County Solid Waste Consor-
tlum the wisest way for the ety to
skim escalating solld waste disposal
costa?

Yes, only by a coordinated and
concerted action, can we address the
critical problem of waste removal
economically and feasibly,

4. Why are you runnlng for the

city council?

‘To bring ethics Into government.
Repeat: ethics In government.

5. Should the city continne to add
new pollce offlcers to Its sworn -
force of 95 to further approach the .
desired ratio of 3.7 officers per 1,000
resldents (clty’s carrent ratio s 1.3)?

Is the police department presently
operating on an Intense ratio basts or
is there some “fat” that can be clim-
inated, j.e., non-cssentlal desk dutics
performed by volunteers, more effic
clent schedullng, ete. More money
does not equale, Ipso facto, into a
better pollce functlon.

@ group.
5,2. Do_you feel the city has ade-

When I see certaln incumbenits put




