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Vote yes

T'S A (reasured community resource.
Ninety-five percent of this area’s resi-
dents who use public libraries regularly
and exclusively use the Farmington Com-
munity Library.

The University of Michigan underscored the
Farminglon Community Library's community
standing by making its vast library resources
readily available, by link-up, to our arca’s busi-
ness, professional and governmental sectors.

But ironically, the library's very populnrllly
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2 library proposals merit OK

acres at 12 Mile and Kendallwood, in our view.

First, there's not enough land currently to ex-
pand both the branch and the parking area, even
if two adjacent acres were bought.

Sccond, the branch’s concrete constructlon
would in effect make an addition a second build-
ing, creating higher operating costs than a new
building.

Third, future expansion at the currenl site
would be impossible. More than 170,000 books
already vie for a patron’s eye alongside video-

has propelled use far beyond design capacity.
the past 16 years, reference use has jumped 159
percent and circulation of materials has grown
30 percent. Shelf space is at a premium.

The annual circvlation of 577,000 materials
ranks second among the 59 member libraries in
the Wayne-Oakland Library Federation.

During daily peak usage periods, the main li-
brary branch in Farmington Hills operates be-
yond capacity. Noise is up, waiting is longer and
seating is limited.

A RELENTLESS demand for services has
prompted library trustees to seek voter approval
to not only expand the 38,000-square-foot Hills
branch, but also give the board autonomous tax-
ing authority.

We urge voters in the Nov. 7 city elections to
approve both Farminglon Community Library
funding issues on the ballot.

The first proposal authorizes the library board
to borrow up to $14.5 millien and sell bonds to
build an 80,000-squarc-foot main branch in
Farmington Hills and to renovate the downtown
. Farmington branch. .

‘The second request empowers the library
. board to levy up to 1.5 operating mills a year for
20 years,

Building a new main branch on 18 acres at 12
Mile and Halsted is a wiser use of tax money
- than adding on to the 17-year-old branch on five
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4 ERE WE go again. Some state legista-
N tors are taking a tragic situation and
. trying to make it even more tragic,

M Fresh from a victory in outlawing
:Medicaid-paid abortions, pro-life advocates are
‘now taking a second step in trying to cut off
-abortion rights to another group.

. We oppose the bills now being debated in
JLansing that would make it mandatory for those
“under 18 years of age to receive permission from
parents before getting an abortion.

Qn the face of it, the legislative initiatives
sound to many like the right thing to do. After
all, encouraging a closer relationship between
parent and child is a lofty goal. But a closer ex-
amination reveals that the state Senate and
House bills, if adopted, would only serve to vic-
timize the youth. !

The only relief allowed in this proposal would
be a waiver of parental consent by the courts.

) This stipulation is typical of the entire propos-
,al and the pro-life movement in general — un-
ising, lacking and totally

unrealistic,

Few youths would huave the know-how to seek
out legal counsel. Those needing it the most
would be the least likely to avail themselves of
the courts.

UNDER THE proposal, the waiver only could
be granted if the judge determined that a minor
was “sulficiently mature and well-enough in-
formed.” Again, it is unlikely that a youth nced-

HE STATE HOUSE of Representatives
this week began debate on three contro-
versial bills designed Lo strip high
schoo) dropouls of their drivers’ li-

T

- censes,
. We addressed the issue last summer when the
idea was proposed and once again we say: This
type of legistation seems to us to be aimed at
removing the symptom, not curtng the problem.
Lawmakers should be working on measures
that will make all youths — those who drop oul
and those who stay in school — eapable of func.
tioning in today's soctety. -
They can do that by strengthening minimum
standards in reading, math, and sclence so that
by the time someone is 16, he or she will have the
basic skllls to compete. .
The proposed.biils, HB 4180, HB4184 and HB

Parental consent
Proposed bills victimize youth

ropout rate |
Seizing licenses is no solution

ol aag motar vohicic-

S X discs, microfiche records, da-
tabases and a computerized collection and sub-
ject index.

A smaller third branch makes no sense be-
cause of unnecessary duplicated operating costs,

AS FOR the sevond request, we've long feit
Farmington and Farmington Hills shouldn't be
forced lo weigh library needs against other
budget line items.

If this request passes, the city councils have
agreed to roll back their operating budgets in the
amount they've earmarked for the lbrary, .75

mill — $1.5 million in Farmingtén Hills and
$169.500 in Farmington.
That, of course, doesn't mean the cilies

couldn't turn around and re-levy thetr share of
the millage to meet other needs.

Nor does it mean the library board would only
levy .75 mill, although it probably wouldn’t levy
more until the new branch opens in 1992, Then,
the tax rate is expected to be 1.2 mills lo cover
higher aperating costs.

1f the bond issue passes, the library board will
offer to deed the 12 Mile site to the two citles for
another public use. If they decline, the site would
be sold and the cash applicd to retire the bonds.
The site is appraised at about $2.5 mitlion, R

“Yes” votes-on both funding bids wiil assure
local library needs are met for the next 25 years
— based on a realistie projection of 103,000 resi-
dents in the Farmington area by 2015,

ing the courts help would be one who was well-
rounded in abortion education — thanks mainly
to pro-life advocates who have consistently op-
posed realistic sex education initiatives.

In this cynical age, legislators should remem-
ber that most children do turn to their parents in
a time of need.

Those who don't often find their parents to be
the problem. Some parents just don't realize 1L

In other, more tragic, circumstances, children
are pregnant because of incest. Expecting an un-
derstanding parent in this case is simply ridicu-
lous.

Females, whether they are 15 or 50, should
have the right 1o privacy and a confidential rela-
tionship with their physician. This bill would
prohibit those under 18 from maintainlng that
kind of relationship.

Abused teenagers shouldn't be expected to turn
to those who have battered them for advice and
comfort, X

And physicians shonldn’t be turned {nto crimi-
nals because they are performing a procedurc
approved by the highest court in the land.

Certainly, abortion can take place under tragic
circumstances. But adding to the misery by in-
ficting an unrealistlc and unjust state law to the
hooks wottld only help the situatlon deteriorate.

Women, either alone or with the people of their
choice, must suffer through the decislon.

We really don't need the Michlgan Legislature
determining in whom we need conflde.

codes and would apply to people age 16 but not
yet 18 who drop out of school, are expelled or fail
to mect attendance réquirements. .

The school superintendent would inform (he
Secretary of Slate's office, which- would then
suspend the driver’s license. .

It would be up to local school districts to adopt
a polley of seeking lleense suspensions.

Legislation like this will no doubl succeed at
keeplng some leenagers in school. It doesn't
mean they wlil become betier students, though.

For others, the threat of losing driving privi-
leges won't be much of a deterrent,

The solution to the dropoul problem goes be-
yond-holding uncooperative students hostage in
the secrelary of state's office.

It’s time to address the problem, not merely
mowak {0 symntoma. . T
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“What is the city but the peo-
ple?”
— Shakespeare
COLOR IT cosmopolltan.

The Farmington area — a 165-
year-old community with Quaker be-
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Pratio equality —
key to ethnic harmony

ginnings — ls more di-
verse than one might think. Farm-
ington Public Schools’ bilingual
staff, for example, writes and speaks
18 languages.

Despite the vastness of our com-
munlty’s dlversity, cthnic tenstons
do exlst.

But In the wake of Love Force
Unlted's peace march for raclal har-
mony this Sunday in downtown
Farmington, it’s worth underscering
that ethnlc hostility is the

ready target when pangs of suprem-
acy strike.

On the hecls of cthnie unrest
among (eenagers along Orchard
Lake Road two years ago, a grass-
roots cultural awareness comlttee
formed to talk freely and bluntly.

Lack of support doomed the
group. But lts misslon statement, Its
legacy, remalns worthy today: “To

not the rule.

Raclsm and antl-Semitism are
allve in some parts of thls ta;
we call home, Chaldeans, Arabs and
Aslans bave also been subjected to
ethnle taunts.

The test of me has proven that
Ingrained feellngs of ethnic suprem-
acy can’t be swept neatly under the
rug, nor can every cobweb of preju-
dlce be vacuumed from every home
inthe area.

BIGOTRY HAS lessened since the
elvil rights breakthroughs a gencra-
tlon ago. But rulnoritles remaln a

ralse the 's consciousness
about the variety of cultures and
traditlons in our nelghborhoods.”

In trylng to treat the symptoms of
cultural confllct, Farmlogton and
Farmington Hllls are way ahead of
other citics that walted until dlis-
criminatlon took root before re-
spaonding.

StiY], there’s no doubt some local
folks gag at the thought of neighbors
calling themselves Amerlcans with-
out totally abandontng the traditions
of their homelands — or at the
thought of living next to a hlack per-
son.

1D CHALLENGE these folks to

shed their blinders and take the initi-
ative to get to know their minorlty
nejghbors.

By penetrating the superflclal bar-
rler between them, they might just
find that thelr black or first-genera-
tlon neighbor's sense of community
really docs fit Into the melting pot
we call the American nelghborhood.

Clashing between outslde groups
may tarnish the peace march on
Sunday, But I sincerely hope the uni-
ty walk’s goal — “the right of every
person to live in peace and harmo-
ny" — lsn't obscured.

At best, the march will prick the
community’s conscience. :

But it's not llkely to magically
change attltudes. To truly live Iln
peace, we must commit ourselves to
practiclng equality.

Only then will we heal the soclal
wounds inflicted by people driven by
jgnorance about the herltage of oth-
ers whose race or ethnicity happens
to be different.

Bob Sklar is editor of the Farm-
ington Observer. B

ton 48024,

Farmington readers’ forum
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Help poorest
of the poor

To the editor:

‘The World Bank and the IMF are
holding thelr annual meeting In
WashIngton. Conditions set for bor-
rowlng countries are among toples
(o be considered.

Western banks In the 1970s loaned
money deposited with them by
OPEC countrles lo developing coun-
try governmenty, In the early 1980s,
the northern countrles experienced a
recesslon,

The borrowing countries found
thelr debt repayments rising and
their earnings foldlng. The World
Bank and the IMF loaned new mon-
¢y to Third World governmenis on
condltions they change thelr eco-
.nomic structure. The poor were hit
the hardest as governments cut back
food subsldles as well as money for
health and educatlon.

I am Interested in having these
proposals ndopted.

First, any loan would be judged on
specific soclal lndlcators, not on
GNP alene. Next, policies should
benefit, not just compensate, the
poor. These small loans rhould be
made available to the poorest 20
percent of the population, Lastly, as-
sistance should only ba gliven to gov-
crnments that are working to allev-
ate poverty.

It Is important that the World
Bank and IMF conslder policies that

will help the poorest of the poor.
Joan S, Sandery,
Farmlogton Hiils

Clerk notes
C'ville view

To the edltor: .

1 answercd & yequest for Informa-
tlon about Claredcevllle taxes that,
In short, identifled ‘sthool tax In-
creases from 14-21 percent In all of
Clarenceville’s subdlvisions for 1989
and stated that of the three school
distrlcts —~ Livonia, Farmlngton and
Clarencevllle — it coats $300 to $600
more to operate Clarenceville than
the other two districts and that
Clarenceville residents are not
wealthy indlviduals and they may
not be able to afford lo keep paying
higher school taxes than other dis-
tr‘gcu require.

Clarenceville, In Livonla, ls made
up of Just average working people,

11 the above remarks are offensive
ta anyone, than * apologize.

1 am neutr:  on the Clarenceville
issue but 5t Is my observation that
the 14-21 percent tax Increase for
1089, plus 12 percent last yoor. has
put a burden on the "“average tua-
payer in Clarenceville,

Elaine Tuttle, city treasurer
Livonla

pmem Bhgerust & Eccentric Newspapers

Traffic light -
in wrong spot

To the edltor:

‘The light at Grand River and Al-
blon s an accident walting to hap-
pen. 1 mean more than the fender-
benders that have happened and not
been reported.

The white line trafflc cngincers
palnted helps some. Most people
come off the expressway, s) ing
to make the lights at Alblen and
Middlebelt.

No one goes 45 mph.

The people whe live in the arca
should have been consulted on where
to locate the much-needed tight, - -
Believe us, we need a light, but hot |
on the corner of Albion and in a posi-*
tlon (hat is hard to see from Alblon: |
You cannot get in or out of these!
three dead-end streets,

The light needs to be after the
freeway ends, west of Purdue. That
way, traffic off the freeway will be
stopped to let in Purdue, Celgate and
Alblon, plus traffic off old Grand
River.

‘This Is a very bad intersectlon.

Some time in rush morning or eve-
ning, its takea as leng as 10 minutes
{0 get south to Alblo No one walt-
ing for the light or trying lo make
the light will Tet you out of the fs-
land. They barrel through Lhis area.

Hobert Miracle and
30 other residents,
Farmington Dills
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