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iViore letters to the editor . . .

Helping hand
earns praise

To the editor:

On a recent Sunday, I took my
mother and two young grandchitdren
to one of your lovely parks. It was a
warm, sunny day and the klds were
hot and tired and hungry.

As we were i the hot car ready to
leave with the key in the ignition,
nothing happened; the car was com-
pletely dead. I opened the hood to
look and heard a volce: “You having
car trouble?” A man approached and
with the help of his wife, they spent
the next half hour trylng to get me
started.

Finally, he had his wife take me to
K mart for a new battery and he
then put it In. These two dear people
refused any offer of moncy and only
asked that I help someone in need
sometime.

Beling hot and tired and hungry
mysell, 1 only asked their names,
Jim and Falth, and did not get their
last name.

Sa 1 publicly wish to thank these

two wonderful people, who live in

Farmington Hllls, who took of their
time and gas to help me.

Beverly Setter,

Garden City

. )
in C'ville
To the edltor:

The opinlons expressed in the July
13 and Aug. 31 Observer regarding
the Clarencevllle School District ap-
pears to have come straight from
the Clarcncevllle School Board, or
perhaps the “Informed Resldents of
Clarenceville.”

Enough residents have expressed
an interest for change, yet the school
board has chosen only lo serve the
interest of those they agree with,
Thelr position shou!d be to serve the
entire distriet,

To do this falrly, we should be al-
lowed to vote and let the majority
rule. The controversy could be set-
tled in the near future with the coop-
cratlon of the school board.

The “Informed of
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points of view

Clarcnceville™ have stated that the
residents showed thelr support fer
the district with the passage of our
recent millage proposal. Let's exam-
ine this a little closer just to illus-
trate the misrepresentation of
“facts” given by the group.

There are approximately 4,000
registered voters in the Clarence-
vllle School District who reslde in
the Livonla orea alone. Keepling thls
in mind, only 675 voters from the
three arcas which the dis-

All a mystery

Questions mark peace march

GOD ONLY knows what will hap-
pen along Grand River In downtawn

trict voted on this proposal. The out-
come — 351 for/324 agalnst.

‘This mlllage was passed by a mere
27 votes, Does (his appear to be
overwhelming support? Apathy is
rampant in our district; this is what
the school board has alway~ counted
on. Taxpaying voters o Clarence-
vllle had better wake up.

A minority is rullng our district,
consequently pulling our  purse-
sirings. The absolute tragedy is our
chlldren's education and futcres are
being shortehanged.

Kimberly Ganzeveld,
Farmiagton Hilts

School study panel accessible

The 'wn'u'r, Deborah  Zunich
Banyai, is a Farmington Hills
resident.

1 YOULD like to address some is-
sues ralsed In the Sept. 25 artlele on

7

_guest column

have shown helr interest

the E! Yy A Area
Study Committee for 1989-90.

I would llke to note that according
to your artlele, only one school trus-
tec expressed any concern about the
make-up of the committee. It was
unfortunate that the headline re-
flected the uncertalnties volced by
one trustee, and not the majority
opinlon.

Iam unsure exactly what polnts of
view and expertlse Mr. James Aber-
nethy feels are inherently present or
absent In people available at one
time of day versus another,

When the community was notiiea
that interested persons should con-
tact the building principals of thelr

v school

and commltment to their schools by
thelr actlons, not just thelr words.

MR. ABERNETHY'S concern that
the meeting time may preclude
those persons who are unable to at-
tend during the day does not show
any Interest in the plight of those
who may be unable to attend eve-
ning mectings.

The fact Is, that there Is no one
time that every interested citlzen
would be able to attend. Our school
board has tried to address thal prob-
lem by making Information from the
meetings, and input Into the meet.
ings extremely accessible.

The concern of Mr. Abernethy that
from

there was no informatlon available
at that time as to when the meetings
would be held. I have heard of no
school unable to find an interested
and concerned parent because of the
time of the meetings.

Qn the contrary, some schools had
difficult cholees because of the num-
ber of interested partles. This advl
sory committee was selected by the
bullding principal and a parent
group representative. What this does
tnsure is that the persons on this
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On Any Fabric
When Placed On
A New Frame!

Plck Your Fabric

from over 600 designer fabrics.
Leathers, too!

Choose Your Frame

from over 150 styles of sofas,
sectionals, sleepers and chairs,

Idents might feel p
aitending Is certalnly not borne out
in my personal experience. Walle my
preference would have been to be a
member of the committee, I realize
hat every interested person cannat
be a member,

‘The avenues avallable to express
my own personal views and concerns
have been many. 1 have had avall-
able to me all of the information
that s presented to the committee. I
have been able to express those ide-
as at the night.time community

meeting on Sept. 21,

I HAVE to note, that althaugh con-
cerns could be communicated elther
in writlng or verbally at that meet-
ing, that Richard DeVrles did not
avail himself of cither mode at that
cvening meeting. At the bus ride
meeting on Sept. 28 {which Interest-
cd persons were invited to attend at
the community meeting) my ideas
were communicated via my butlding
representatives and, at the end of
the mecting, by myself. I find It un-
fortunate that Mr. Devrles has not
communicated his concerns to the
commltiee through any of these
avallable avenues.

Your artlele detailed the many
ways to recelve Information, Let us
hope that our resldents wlli utilize
not only these information sources,
but their committee representatives
in a positive way. There Is a job that
needs to be dene that wilt greatly
impact our community.

‘We must realize there is no one so-
Iutlon that will please everyone (n
our community. We can try, through
sharing our indlvidual concerns, to
see what will best serve the majority
of our school children while disrupt-
ing the least.
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Will strains of “Let There Be
Peace” blend with racist chants
from a megaphone? Or will every-
one protest peacefully, without re-
gard to other forces? It’s all a mys-
tery of the highest order.

But while everyane |s hoping for
the best, they're planning for the
worst.

Whlle saying they support the
planned "march for peace and racial
harmony," the radlcal group Inter-
natlonal Commlttee Against Raclsm
Is distributing pamphlets throughout
the arca advocatlng vlolence and
stlrring vp the forces. A handful of
neo-Nazi fascists are comlng out of
retlrement = just to be here for the
occasion. Pollee are training with
crowd contro) drills they hope will
never be used.

Meanwhlle, peace march and rally
organizer and Shiawassee Street res-
Ident Derwln Success Is praying.
“God has called it {the peace march
and rally) Into being, and nothlng
can Interfere,” he sald In recent
news reports, reactlng to the
planned counterdemonstrations.

T doubt that Success or anyone
clsc has a hotline to heaven. Nobody
tnvelved with thls event knows what
to expect Sunday.

VERY LITTLE informatlon bas
been provided by organlzers on all
sldes, so it's dlificult to know how
many people will be marching for
peace, how many wiil counter-pro-
test and how many observers will
come out to view thls “first” for
downtown Farmlngton. It's all spec-
ulatlon.

Success said on a September radio

talk show that hc won't allow just
anyone to march; he asked that peo-
ple register by calling bls house,
When asked last week how many
people are coming, he wouldn't say.
Neo-Nazi S.S. Actlon Group organiz-
cr John Moriarty expects balf a doz-
en or a few more. The InCAR group
won't ldentlfy the name of their
leader, much less offer numbers,

All we can be sure about Ls that
Joca} pollee are covering the bases,
ensuring they have enough trained
professlonals for crowd contral.

It's not an event clty fathers are
proud of. Although they support the
cause of peace and racial harmony,

many feel the clty has gotten a bum
rap with Sunday’s planoed events.
Some resldents don't seem too happy
cither. Many of the people coming
Sunday are expected to be from out
of the area.

AND ALTHOUGH he remains op-
timistic, Success Is not happy that
his peace march appears to have
turned sour. He 3aid the focus of the
day has been diverted away from the
racial karmony theme.

He's wrong. The involvement of
these other groups has focused di-
rectly on the problem, and fronically
proved Success' position - that rae-
ism is alive and well throughout our
world. it lives not only In Farming-
ton, but in all communities every-
where.

Sunday's demonstratlons might
not ultimateiy help the cause, but at
lcast they have us all thinking and
talking.

Cascy Hans is a staff writer for
the Farmington Observer.

know your government

Looking for infarmation about state government? The League of
Women Volers has a toll-Iree telephone setvice (1-800-292-5823)

that may be helplul.
The league’s Citizen Information
people tind out aboul such 1hings

Center in Lansing offers to help
as pencing legisiation, the stale

constitution, ¢lection laws, voling regulations of tax information,
The telephone 1s answered from 10:30 a.m. 10 3:30 p.m. weekdays.
The 1clephone service s paid tor by the league's education fund,
The League ol Women Voters is a non-prolit organization that works
10 keep volers interested and informed about governmentat issues.
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Announcg ne EXHIBIT you
don't need to be railroaded into...

Lionel Trains at

Oakland Mall

Qakland Mall proudly presents the best of Lionels Large Scale line In
aspeclol four-track operating exhibition, October 14th - 34st.

This special progror
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