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Petition misre

At odds

presentative:- Sowerby

Kouba is doubly affected because
a tralfic llxh! also Is slated for in-

;A recently submitted petition in

lnvm- of a sidewalk along Farming-

toa Road, between 12 and 18 Mile, is
lndhpulc.

“The city will Install a sldewalk
nlvn( the mile-long stretch of Farm-
Ington Road next spring. The tenta-
tive route is on the east side to Bay-
berry then on the west slde to 13

Co cilman Paul Sowerby, acting
on a complaint by Charles Kouba, a
Farmington Road resident, sald the
petition was misrepresentative of
resldents living nearby.

Paul Sowarby
clty councliman

Bayberry/Hearthstone,
near his lmu:e,

‘The petition did not represent 100
residents, as the city manager clted
al o Sept. 18 councll meeting, but
only 68. Further, only about 35 of the
petitloners live in the surrounding
area, Sowerby sald.

Sowerby and counctlwoman Jean
Fox opposed the sidewalk when It
came to a vote Scpt. 18. “Of those 88
signatures, only 17 reslde In the sub-
dlvisions that abut Farmington
Road, between 12 and 13 Mile,”
Sowerby said at Tuesday night’s city
council meeting.

“The fssue i3 not necessarily slde-
walks, although we have a petitlon
with 17 signatures In an area where
there are 6,700 residents that al-
Icgedly wanted these sldewalks.
That's hardly representative of those
restdents' interest.

“More importantly, the reason
why 1 want (o bring this up s that
once again, it's an example where
this councll ls being asked to make
declslons based on Inaccurate, in-
complete or in fact misrepresenta-
tive informatlon.”

ANY COUNCIL mcmber could
have asked for a copy of the petllion
before the Sept. 18 council meeting,
Mayor Terry Sever sald in support of
the city manager.

The petition was clrculated during
the dedlcatlon of Ploncer Park May
21, “I don't recall this Issue of 100
(signatures) belng sald,” clty mana-
ger Willtam Costlek sald in response

to Sowerby. “I've analyzed the peti-
tlons and I respectlvely disagreo
wlth your analysls.

‘Looking at the scctlons involved,
people who would logleally make use
of the sldewalks total 47 of the 68
signatures. In addition to that, six
members of the parks and reere-
atlon commission, most of whom
live in arcas that would not utillze
this are listed, two school board

our state
n‘r;d a couple members of elty coun-

Sowerby countered that he
received a false impression there
was a mandate from vestdents in the
Farmington Road arca who wanted
sldewalks. “We have a signature on
here from people seven miles away,”
he sald.

Costick said It was not the intent
to misrcpresent. His analysis sald
that 47 would have direct access to
and use the sidewatks. He sald the
most signatures he ever saw regard-
Ing sldewalks was 200 — for instal-
lation of a walk on Nine Mile. Even
that number couldn't be consldered a
mandate.

SINCE THE Sept. 18 council meet-
Ing, another petition was submitted
by Robert Sanderson to stop Installa-
tlon and constructlon of a sidewalk
on the west slde of Facmington
Road, between 12 Mile and Bayber-
ry. That petition has signatures from
30 Farmington Road residents and
three Bayberry residents.

Joyce Regan, a New Bradford res-
Ident who circulated the petitlon at
Ptoncer Park, ¥I presented a petitlon

33

This i3 a view of Farmington Road, between 12
and 13 Mile. The photo was taken just a fow
feet north of Now Markel, which leads to the

Farmington YMCA. The short stretch of side-

{n June,” she said, “1 didn't represent
that it was from the two sections (of
the city), nine and 10. People walk
mlles and mlles.

“I can get more (slgnatures) if you
want. I thought councll members al-
ways Tooked at stuff. Everyone who
signed It felt that there should be a
sidewalk there.”

The first petition cited safety, A
second petltion that Regan elrculat-
od at North Farmington High Schoal
had 25 stgnatures from le who
could not attend the Sept. 18 meeting
but who volced support of the slde-
walk proposal, A “few signatures™”
were from students, she sald.

COUNCILWOMAN JODY Soroncn
said nelther her vote would be
changed nor her vlew that sldewalks

were needed along  Farmington
Road. “This is still onc of the most
Important corridors In which to have
asidewalk,” she said.

Councilman Aldo Vagnozzl, who
slgned the carlicr pcdllun was also
by Sowerby’s
T've walked Fnrmingmu Road on
both sides, and I tell you, there [s a
need for a sidewalk, I don’t think we
need sldewalks on both sldes. I did

not see misrepresentation.”
Councliman Ben Marks sald he
was not “treubled” by the councll’s
decislon in favar of the sldewalk. He
sald a lot of people use nearby facili-
ties — tlke the park and the library.
"1 have no problem with the way
staff has handled it. Mr. Sowcrby
brought up a valid polnt, but we as a

S T/8tam photographer

walk shown at right ends u! Tulipwood. Houses
are behind the tree line visible on the other
slde of Farmington Road,

councll have to Jook at the overview
and what it does for the entlre com-
munity."

Sever sald the petition, despite a .;

question about the number of signa-
tures, was not the declding factor,
"We all know that petition drives are
not 160 percent rellable.”

Sowerby questioned the Integrity
of the Informatlon.

Fox sald validity also should be

placed on the most recent petition to
stop a sidewalk on the west slde of
Farmington Road, between 12 Mile
and Bayberry. “I have a problem
with the total petltion thing."

She suggested that coples of future
petitlons be pravided ta councll for
review 10 days before a scheduled
vote.

Faxon quits Boys Republic’s governing board

Clllng scheduling conlllcts, state
Sen, Jock , Faxen, D-Farmington
Hills, resigned Thursday from the
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Boys Republic board of directors.

A temporary heme for juvenlle of-
fenders, Boys Republic has been em-
brolled since August in a zoning dis-
pute with Farmington Hllls.

The facllity ~ private, non- pro(ll
and state-subsidized — houses boys
ages 12-17 in a medlum-security set-
tlng on 80 acres northwest of Ninc
Mile and Inkster Road.

“My schedule has made me ml.ss
several recent meetings,”
Faxon sald. “I don’t think It's falr to
vote on policles that I haven't partlc-
ipated in the formulating of."

With the Legislature back in ses-
slon, schedullng conflicts will [n-
crease.

“Boys Republle deserves a full-
time board, which will fully contrib-
ute to all of its activitles,” said Fax-
on, named Lo the board last year.

IN MID-SEPTEMBER, Farming-
ton Hillls sued Boys Republic, saylng
security renovations and the new as-
sessment program represent “an ex-
panslon of a non-conforming use in
vlolation of the city's zonlng ordi-
nance.” .

On Aug. 15, Boys Republic sued
Farmington Hills, secking roughly
$50,000 in alleged damages incurred
from a two-week, stop-work order
that cost the social service agency
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The city issucd the stop-work or-
der to give police and staff time to
review the renovations and the new
program,

ON AUG, 29, Circult Judge Jessi-
ca Cooper lifted the stop-work order.
She sald the city violated its own
charter by waiving BZA review of
the renovations and the new pro-
gram.

A building permit was issued in
error last mber because the
city was not told then about detalls
of the new program, said John Do-
nohue, special legal counsel for the
clty.
In the assessment program, the
Department of Social Services as-
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slgns wards Di the sL'J1c lo Boys Re-

million morigage taken for the im-

publle for a K
fore they are placed in a long-term
treatment program.

Boys Republle doesn't plan to ex-
tend the assessment program beyond
the one-year contract it has with the
state, board presldent James Gran-
non has told the city,

IN EXCHANGE for Improving
campus security, the DSS, strapped
for beds for juvenlle offenders, not
only wlill contlnue sending boys to
Boys Republic, but will do so at a
higher dally rate to help pay off a $1

" The 0 bo.ys In the assessment pro-
gram have the same

ADDRESSING THWE Farmlington
Hills City Council at a publle dlscus-
sion on Aug. 28, Faxon supported the

types of crimes and are no more
dangerous than the 22 boys In the
“open campus” treatment program,
Boys Republic officials say.

Improved securlty and Increased
staff are meant only to decrease tru-
ancies and make the neighborhood
safer, campus officials say., But
some neighbors fear the new pro-
gram will bring hard-core criminals
and create a mini prison.

program,

“Puttlng this in an extensive legal
operation is not good use of tax mon-
ey. Boys Republic wants to be a good
neighbor,” he sajd.

Campus sccurity improvements
“will make this a better communi-
ty,” be said,

He sald it appears that some peo-
ple just wani Boys Republic shut
down - something, he sald, the clty
has no power to do,

and Jingerie

formally modefed.
Then meet pediatrician
DOr. Marshall Blondy
who will discuss

the fife of a newborn,
Breakfast, $3.50. To
eserve, please calf

5817695, ext. 242.
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