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Shopobserves Dollhouse & Miniature Week

All year It's lterally a small
world for Dorothy Siano, owner of
Country Mlniatures in Downtown
Farmington. From Oct. 15-21 Siano
lopes 1o show that it really Is the
little things [n life that maticr,

During that time, miniature en-
thuslasts across the country will ob-
serve Natlenal Dollhouse & Minia-
ture Weck. This wee week is spon-
sored by the Miniatures Indusiry
Assoclatlon of Amerlca,

Country Minlatures in Downtawn
Farmington’s historlc Village Mall,
is a full service dollhouse and minia-
ture shop. The shop is packed from
floor 1o ceiling with finished and un-
tinished dollhouses, dollhouse kits,
showcases containing thousands of
miniatures, and items such as how-to
manuals and supplics to help cus.
tomers create the homes or their
dreams.

The store’s dolihouse seleetion in-

cludes traditionat English Tudor and
Victorian homes, gencral stores and
fire houses. Their sizes range from
single rcoms to extravagant homes
with several stories and speclal addi-
tions.

Categorized by themes such as
country, holiday and recreatlon, the
minlature selection s equally di-
verse. Some of the more unusual
minlatures are bags of brand name
dog food and well-known household
cleaning products.

There are also several up-to-date
miniatures such as hot tubs, ml-
crowave ovens and computer and
computer work statlons. And If the
shop doesn't carry the desired minla-
ture, Siano will special order the
ilem or make it herself.

“THE OBJECT of this hobby is to
mirror real Jife in miniature — the
more the minjature resembles Its

llfe-slzed counterpart the betier,”
sald Slano. "We stlll astonlsh people
that there could be a miniature
grandfather clock or chalr that looks
just like thelrs at home."

Since opening Country Minlatures
four years ago, Slano has been deter-
mined to dispel the myth that the
miniature and dollhouse hobby Is ex-
pensive and complicated.

A lot of cusiomers come into the
shop worrled that this hobby will be
too difflcult or too costly for them,”
sald Siano. “We let them knaw rlght
away that this hobby has no barriers
— it can be adapted for any skl
level or budget.”

To help illustrate her polnt, Siano
has constructed (hree  dollhouses
from the same kit. Each house has
been finished a different way with
the first donc the simplest and the
thled the most detafled. The more
work that has been done on the

house, the mere costly it is. Depend-
ing on how much the customer wants
to spend, Slano can design an appro-
priate dollhouse and minlature pack-
age.

As for the Interior of (he housc,
most of the miniatures (n the shop
fall Into at lcast two price categories
with a less and more expensive ver-
sion. The price of the minlatures is
determined by several variables in.
cluding the materials that compose
the ilem as well as where the ltem
was manufactured.

SIANO ALSO helps customers
with their assembly and finishing
whether they are beginners or veler
an collectors.

“Our advertisements claim ‘no
question Is 100 dumb’ and we mean
it," satd Siano. “When { first became
interested Ln this hobby, I was given

a lot of so I had to
1each myself, I learned that this hob-
by can be as easy or complicated as
you want it to be. The one thing It
requires is a little imagination.”

In addition to helplng

"And one of the best things about
this hobby is that It eadures. With
just one house, someone could be oc-
cupied for thelr entire life by mak-

33335 Grand River. The shop s one
of the 150 buslnesses in Downtown
Farmington that are part of the
Farmington Downtown Develop-
ment A 's districl.

ing additlons and The
hobby wlll last as long as you like,”
she said,

Whlle observing Natlonal Doll-
house & Miniature Week, Country
Miniatures will host workshops all
day on Monday, Oct. 16. For [nfor-
mation about the workshops, call
Country Minlatures at 477-1760.

Country Minlatures' address is

‘The Farmington Downtown Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) s an agen-
cy of the City of Farmington
charged with the economic health
and vitality of the city’s downtown
area, Its mission Is to malntaln a
vigorous downtown distrlct while re-
talning a small community atmos-
phere.

Miniatures on display

A dollhouse that has delighted
many Detroit metropolitan area
children and aguits will be occupled
by black cats, ghosts and other Hal-
loween decorations for the annual
Wee Bees Mintature Show Friday
through Sunday, Oct. 13-15.

The annual showing of works
crafied by mintaturists from
h n Michi will be at

create their own houses, Country
Miniatures wili also remodel old

- dollhouses or custom-make a house

according te a customer's specifica-
tions.

"
Miniature Makers' Workshop, 4515
N. Woodward, Royal Qak. It s spon-
sored by the Wee Bees Club, 16 ar-
tisans who craft home [furnishings,
silver, rugs, crystalware and acces-

sories, usually on a ene-inch-to-the-
foot scale.

The show will feature the work ef
artisan Betty Gleesen of Farmington
Hills, a Wee Bees member. Also fea-
tured will be the Wee Rees dollhouse
and its Halloween trimmings. The
dollhouse is booked for educational
and charitable purposes through
1990 at area kbrarics and historical
museums.

Show admission Is §2, or 50 cents
for children 12 and under accompa-
nied by adults. Hoursare 10 am.to ¢
p-m. Friday and Saturday; noon to 4
p.m. Sunday.
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Godlrey Wanck, 100 years old this week, paints  he’s working on now is a scene in Osterreict,
three or four hours every day. The oil painting  Austria, taken from a postcard.

Artist has 100th birthday

ODFREY WANEK, born Oct.

11, 1889 in Vienna, Austria,

celebrated his 100th birth-

day at an after-dinner par-

ty lust night hosted by his friends

and fellow-residents in Detroit Bap-
tist Manor.

Wanek is known throughout the
complex for ‘Godfrey's Gallery,' a
collection of art work — much of it
his own — he put togesher in one
wing of Epsilon Building. Godfrey's
Gallery continues from the halls
right into his own apartment where
yet another oil painting is in prog-
ress on e easel,

Wanek began painting at 83 for no
ather reason than to {ill in the time
after his wife died.

t was my only outlet. The only
thing I could Jose myself in,” he sald,

A subsequent stroke didn't stop the
creativity. At age 95 he learned how
te paint wilh his teft hand and is still
taking commissions.

“Most of the commissions come
from people who find a picture they
like ~ many times on a post card —
and want It enlarged,” Wanek said,
who perfected his naturak talent for
painting with classes from Farming-
ton Artists Club instructors in Farm-
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ington Hills Senior Adult Center.

He paints three or four hours eve-
ry day while the the light s right,
enjoys seeing the finlshed product,
and more than that enjoys making a
gift of onc of his pleces that he
knows is going 10 be appreciated.

WANER CAME to the US.in 1912
and lived with two aunts in Philadei-
phia until he was able to make It on
his own. Independence came with a
job as a tailor-with Wanamaker De-
partment Store that paid $10 a week,

“You could buy a meal for 35
cents then and that included soup
and pie,"” he sald.

Wages were a bit higher In Detroit
se a move was made to work In a
tailor shop that catered to the car-
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riage trade here called ‘Elias.” With-
in a very short time he opened up his
own business of making tailor-made
clothes for women called ‘God-
frey's” near the Masonlc Temple in
downtown Detroit.

It was In 1941 that he married Jes-
sle, one of customers, who
worked with him In the business un-
tll they closed the shop and retired
together to Port Huron. Jessle dled a
year and a half later.

Wanek lives independently and re-
quires no more help than a cleaning
waman who comes In once every two
weeks.

Most of his rclatives are either in
Austria or Canada. He has one God-
daughter, a regular visitor, and 2
host of {riends who drop by.

Solid oak with woven rattan sea
& back. Cushions extra.

Knight
Music

Bob and Anne Burns taoke
their audience back to me-
dieval times when “A Little
Knight Music"” is presented
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 12,
tn The Community Center.
The audience joins in with
Renaissance songs about
knights, dragons and hum-
ble frogs. Tickels are $4, or
$12 per family, which in-
cludes dessert after the per-

formance, trom
the center, 477-8404.
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The 72 HAVENWYCK HOSPITAL

* 24 hour a day emergency admissions
» Inpatient/outpatient services

1525 Universily Drive » Auburn Hills, MI 48057 (Just west of 1.75)
Call anytime: 313-373-9200
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