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Open house teaches children fire prevention

Kids who know fire safety

can often avoid tragedy f

E'VE ALL seen the news
footage on TV: the
smoking shell of a
house, the horrified
nelghbars, the weeping parents who
have lost thelr children to a fire in
thelr home.
Haw do these tragle fires start?
Very often, fires that kill children
are started by children themsclves.
Every year In the Unlted States, sev-
eral hundred children die in flres
that they or other children started.
Most of the chlldren who start
flres are slmply playing with match-
cs or llghters out of curlosity.
They're fascinated with fire. They're
Imitatlng grownups without knowing
how dangerous a single match can
be.

“Big Fires Start Small: Kecp
Matches and Lighters In the Right
Hands.” That's the theme of Nation-
al Flre Preventlon Week Oct. 8-14,
sponsored by Nattonal Fire Preven-
tlon Assoclatlon {NFPA) in conjunc-
tlon with Jocal fire departments, In-
cludlng those in Farmington and
Farmington Hills,

Farmington Hllls Fire Depart-
ment’s flre prevention open house on
Sunday Included a children's fire
safety house, fire safety magic, a
kitchen fire demonstration, a vehicle
rescuc demonstration, a fire truck
display, fireftghter dressup and Stop!

At Sunday's tire department
open house, Eric Allen, 9, of
Farmington Hills, squirts a
fire hose with the help ot Al
Judge, a Farmington Hills
high school teacher. Judge, a
Great Lakes Internationat
Fire Apparatus Assoclation
member, owns the 1946
Chevrolet pumper to which
tho hose is attached.

Dropt and Roli! practice.

ACCORDING TO the NFPA:

Mest children can all te caslly get
matches or llghters In their own
homes. Most children are curlous
about fire, and that curiosity some-
times costs them their lives,

Matches and lighters should al-
ways be kept on a high shelf that
children can't reach. As young chil-
dren learn to walk and ¢limb on fur-
niture, yout may need to find a new
place to keep matches and lighters
safe.

Lighters pose a special danger to
young chlldren. Lighters are attrac-
tive and, In some cascs, may be casi-
er for young children to light than
matches.

Children who live with smokers
are especlally at rlsk, because
smokers often keep matches or light-
ers readlly avallable — where chil-
dren can reach them, too, With
smokers in the home, be doubly alert
to keep matches and lighters out of
children’s hands.

Every child should be taught that
matches and lighters are tools, not
toys. Adults use these tools for spe-
cific purposes: lighting the stove,
lighting a campfire, lighting a can-
dic.

Begln early to teach children that
a flre started by one match can de-
stroy @ house or kill someone. Make

pours water on a stovetop grease tire at Sunday’s tire depart-

clear that this is the reason only
aduits may use matches and lighters,

AT THE same time, you can begin
1o teach children how te be fire safe.
Teach them to be watchful when
people smoke in the house. Teach
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them to make sure that ashes,
matches and butts all go into the ash
tray.

Kids are curious, agile and smart.
Se even young children will some-
times get their hands on matches
you thought they could never reach.
This 1 one reason it's so Important
nol to leave children alone or unsu-
pervised. It doesn't take long for a
deadly fire to start.

You can make your children even
safer in your home by installlng
smoke detectors to wake you in case
of fire, and by practicing a family
escape plan that will help them es.
cape in time.

A small number of children who
start fires do it intentionally.

Generally, young people who show
this dangerous behavior also have
other problems. They may be angry
over a divorce or ather crisis in their
family life. They may be seeking re-
venge. They may be using fire te
send a desperate plea for attention.

Whatever the reason behind it, fire
setting can cause tragedies. If you
suspect someone of sctting fires,

what not to do with o grease fire.

contact the Jocal fire department.
There are programs to help young-
sters like these and to prevent a

tragedy. .

But remember that the vast ma-

jority of fires started by chil
aren't Intentlonal. They are

children’s hands.

of

out of
boots- durl

dents that can be prevented i wil:
keep matches and lighters ouf
¥

£

firetighter
dress up .at
Sunday's firé«
department
open house,

ik
E

]
Zirellght@

or e yy
Bartsch helps.,
Matthew
Stefanski, =2,
Farmingzr
ton Hills, geth
the™

Hills radio station fined
over controversial song

AP — The Federal Communlca-
tions Commiission wlll fine a Farm-
ington Hllls radlo statlen for playing
an allegedly Indecent song during
daytlme hours — the only time pro-
tected against such materlal,

The commission sald rock station
WLLZ-FM played a song with an
overt sexual theme at about 9 a.m.
on Jan, 21, 1986,

The statlon will pay a $2,000 finc
unless It shows the FCC ~ithin 30
days why It shoulda't be p

ger Kevin Smith, who did not imme-
diately return it.

FCC rules say Indecent material
may not be broadeast when there is
a reasonable risk that unsupervised
chlldren may be in the audlence.

The commission, based upon Su-
preme Court rulings, defines inde-
cency as “language or material that,
in context, deplets or describes, In
terms patently offenslve as mea-
sured by coniemporary community

for the medium,

: WLLZ Is owned by Legacy Broad-
cnsting of Detroit. A cal! (o the sta-
tfon was referred to general mana-

sexual or excretory activitics or or-

ans,
The commission previously has

Lantto ends course

Bruce Lantto of Thayer-Rock Fu-
neral Home of Farmington has com-
plcted a series of post-graduate lec-
tures and instruction In the aspects
of mortuary sclence and funeral
p‘rncllcc.

E Offered by the Dodge Institute for
Advanced Mortunry Studies of Cam-

bridge, Mass,, the serles covered top-
ics including: post-death counseling,
children and death, alternative ser-
vices, funeral planning {including In-
surance and trusts) as well as pudllc
relations and speaking.

As the Insurance/irust counselor
for Thayer-Rock Funcrat Home,
Lanito feels strongly about the im-

tried to establish a “safe harbor™ for
indecent programming from mid-
night to 6 a.m., when children were
considered unlikely to be listening,
but a court struck down that rule
last summer. The court said the
commission  could ban  indecent
speech anly during daytime hours.

That moved Congress last year to
pass a law extending the ban on in-
decent broadeast material to 24
hours, but the U.S. Court of Appeals
In Washington stayed Implementa-
tion of the law In Janvary peading
an appeal by broadcasters and Fiest
Amendment advocates.

of study

portance of continuing education.

“It allows me, and other profes-
sjonals like me, to keep up to date on
how to best serve our communitles.
liow we can provide the best re-
sources and the most accurate infor-
mation that is available.” said Lant-
to.

lilegal alcohol sales targeted

Eontinuod from Page 1
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! SINCE THE city’s 1986 check, of-
fleers visited buslnesses each spring
to check liquor licenses and to lalk
with managers and owners about
procedures. In July, Lauhoff sent &
ibtter to the businesses advising
them of the upcoming visits and say-
Ipg that the department would be us-
'

ing cadets as decoys,

“The department belicves this to
be a check and batance,” Lauhoff
sald. "This Is the (est that tells the
owner and manager what their em-
ployees are doing.

“We would encourage these busi-
nesses to live up to thele responsibill-
ties. They're going to risk losing
thelr leenses.”

Lauhoff said the LCC has worked
much more closely with law enforee-
ment agencies in recent years. It (s
looking at vlolations with a “strlcter
set of rules.”

“A lot of it lics right at the feet of
the people who sell alcohol,” he add-
ed. “They need to accept that re-
sponsibllity.”

Football program raises concerns

é ontlnued from Page 1
qther and support the coach for the
balance of (he year,” Potter sald.

} BUT TIHE school board had told
garents that Potter was (o be thelr

in contact, and that be was ultl-
mately responsible for the football

rogram.
’? Potter sald he has delegated the
responsibllity to Dixon,
though he admits he ls, indoed, ree
sponsible for the school's sports pro-
grams. Potter considers b )
first, the school's “Instructional lead-

» gram. Sisk

deterforation of the football pro-
gram [s causing marale problems at
the school and Is affecting that pro-
oeky said the many years
of poor football seasons are viewed
by somo as a joke, “Wo don't feel it's
ajoke,” he added.

Dixon has been lnvited to meet
with the Foolball Backers, who get
together on Tuesdays, once or twice
each month, “We want to stay in
close contact with the administra-
tlon,” Siskosky added. ,

He would like to see something
happen at least by the end of the
school year, when coaches begln a

plates zad working

with the athletes,

FARMINGTON HIGH parent and
actlvist Tina Jensen belleves, de-
splte promised actlon, that the sltua.
tton ks “very unfair.”

We don't want Just anybody. We
want the best, and of course, we
want a good teacher, too. 1 just hurt
for the kids and hurt for the pro-

am.

Acting superintendent Michael
Flanagan said the dlstrict is making
every effort to bire both good teachs
crs and possibly fooldali coaches
when there aro epenings ot the high
::‘.'{cal.
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What a party tréat...
a whimsical bat pifiata stutfed

with individually wrapped hard

% Jacobsons.

candy. An exciting {and safel) -

way to celebrate Halloweam,,
Made in Mexico, fillad

in the U.S.A. Approximately:
19”H, 1 ib. of candy,
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Wa welcome Jacobson's Charge, MastorCard! VISAY and Americon Exprots!
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Wodnesday-and Saqir
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‘Shop Until 9 p.m, on Thutsday and Foday, Until 8 pm. on

Monday, Tuasgty,




