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of Micro-Rental USA, is consolldating Detroit area operations to new offices and a ware-

A need for computer rentals?

Yes, former teacher finds

By Doug Funko
stalf writer

Michael Ponlatowski, a former
school administrater who saw a
market in short-term compuler rent-
als, sald he still can't believe how
much his company has grown since
he launched It nearly seven years
ago from the basement of his home.

Mlero-Rental USA, which then
consisted of four Apple Ile comput-
ers owned by Pontatowskl, his fa-
ther, his father-in-law and a teaching
colicague, recorded rental revenucs
of $1.1 mllllon last year, he said.

Revenues this year are projected
to top out at approximately $2.4 mil-
lion, Ponlatowski sald, duc in great
part 1o a merger In May with Blz-
Tech of Llvonia/Ann Arbor.

“I still don't belicve where we
are,” sald Ponlatowski, 38, president
and majority stockhalder of the pri-
vately held company.

Last week, he was supervising a

of Detrolt op
to Southtield from Livenla and
Bloomficld Hills,

Micro-Rental USA also has branch
offices In Grand Rapids, Chleago, In-
dianapolls, Clevetand and Cinclnnatl,

“NOW WE'VE grown so much our
goal fer at least the next year ls {o

develop the market (o Its fullest.
Thls is a very cash-Intenslve busl-
ness, We've expanded as far as we
can afford (o, Poniatowski said,

The company, strictly involved In
hardware rental, has earned a profit
evety year since lts blrth, Ponla-
towskl sald. Approxlmately 95 per-
cent of lts reatals now are to busl-
ness clients.

It all started in fali 1962 when Po-
nlatowskl, then supervisor of the tat-
ented and glfted program for the
‘Tray School District, began pursutng
an advanced degree in computer ed-
ucation at Oakland University.

“We found out people were fight-
Ing to get on computers. There
wasn't enough tite or systems avail-
able," he said,

“I said maybe there’s a need for
people to rent at hoame,” he sald. “I
tricd to rent myself, but couldn’t find
anyene to do it."” .

A MARKETING study by a sister-
in-law as part of a master’s degrec
program confirmed the need, Ponia-
towski sald.

He took the plunge in December.

I set the buslness up as a man-
agement company, rented the com-
puters out and pald them (owners) a
percentage of the rental” Ponia-
towskl said.

“In January, I got permission to
put signs up at Oakland U. in the
comptiter 1ab. I rented all the first
four out the first week slgns were
out,” he sald.

At first, most renters were non-
traditlonal college students — home-
makers and working people pursuing
a degree. Some reated for a week,
some a month.

By March 1983, friends and rela-
tives had boosted the inventory to 17
computers and Poniatowskt had a
couple of students working out of his
Auburn Hills basement.

Business rentals soon surpassed
rentals to students when [BM intro-
duced a personal computer with
business applicatlons.

TWO EVENTS eventually pro-
pelled Pontatowski out of hls base-
ment into what he called the Jegitl-
mate business world.

Ray Okonskl, who was to become
Poniatowski’s busincss mentor and
whom Ponlatowski termed “an cn-
treprencur’s entreprencur,” renled
from him in June 1983. The Better
Business Bureau, actlng on an in-
qulry, checked him out [n June 1984,

“Ray sald thls has the potentlal to
get big. To gel the right financing,
you're going te have to get aut of the
basement,” Poniatowski sald.

The BBB recommended the same.

In a reorganizatlon engincered by
Okonski, the original individual

Tire account lucrative

By Doug Funke
staft writer

A 20-foot Inflatable tire and a
banner in front of W.B. Doner & Co.
headquarters on Northwestern High-
way Monday told the story.

The Southficld-bascd advertlsing
company had acqulred the BF Good-
rich (tire) natlonal advertislng ac-
count. Grey Advertising of New
York had the account for 17 years,

The BF Goodrich account is ex-

ted to generate vpwards of $25
million In billings over the next year,
according to AdWeck Magazine,

Between 15 and 25 Jobs wlll be
created at Doner to service he
Goodrich account and several others
the agency has acquired In recent
months, said W.B. “Brod” Doner,
chalrman of the executlve commit-
tee.

“T guess you'd have to say they
(Goodrich) just liked the way we
think,” Doner sald, “There’s no ques-
tlon it automatically Is in the top
three or four of our accounts.”

Doner decllned to glve speclflcs
about the campalgn.

The account will be managed by
Steve LaGattuta in Dener's South-
ficld office and Jerry Preyss In the
Clevcland offlco.

. Other key people Involved with the
account are John DeCerchio, Mike
Bullivan, Dan Hackett, Mike Rutka
and Gary Wellson In creative and
John Considlne In rescarch, Doner
sald. .

GOODRICH'S APPEAL to con-
sumers by comparing the need for
special performance tires on sporty
cars to the need for special shoes for
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W.8. Doner

athletic success will continue, said
John Hargrave, spokesman for
Goodrich,

Doner's campalgn probably will
be Introduced to denlers in late Jan-
vary and hit the national airwaves in
March, Hargrave sald.

“We're in a very competitive In-
dustry and feel that W.B. Doner can
glve us the cdge,” Hargrave sald.
“Doner demonstrated (o us thelr
complete understanding of our tar-
get market and a unique way to
communicale with that customer.”

Hargrave identifled the target
market 23 owners of new sparls cars
that originally came with perform-
ance tlres, and car buyers who ac-
quire sporty cars to make o state-
ment about Ilfestyle.

Ho also declined comment on the
apecllics of Doner’s campaign.

“Grey had served us well, We
were delighted with thelr efforts but

i

decided we weren't maximizing lm-
pact with (hat theme,” Hargrave
said.

Doner was one of four finalists to
plteh a TV campaign to Goodrich.
‘The others were Chlat/Day/Mojo of
Los Angeles, Saatchl & Saatchl of
New York and Grey.

“IN THE ADVERTISING commu-
nity, these are heavyweight, creatlve
agencles,” Hargrave sald. “It's not
50 much they did anylhing wrong.
Doner out-performed them.™

Doner sald he has no plans to use
the Goodrlch account to land the ac-
count of a major auto manufacturer.
Doner unsuccessfully pursued the
GM Saturn account.

“Thls |s such a wonderful account
In itsclf, we can't think of it as a
springboard,” Doner sald.

W.B. Doner & Co., privately-
owned, was founded by Doner in
1937,

More than 500 are cmptoyed in of-
fices In Southticld, Baltimore, Bos-
ton, Chlcago, Cleveland, St. Peters-
burg, Montreal, Toronto and London,
England, The Southticld office la the
largest.

Local accounts handled by Doner
include Highland Appllance, Perry

Drugs, (he Detrolt Free Press,
WDIV-TV and the Michigan State
Laottery.

Doner won best of show honora at
the Detrolt Caddy Awards this year
for radlo ads promoting the Greater
Mlchigan Ford Dealers and Mothers
Agalnst Drunk Driving.

Corporate blllings through July of
this year were estimated at $320
milllon, said.Pat Slmpson, spokes-
woman for Doner.

investors were given stock in ex-
change for their computers and the
company relocated to the Bloom-
field Towne Square.

Okonskl, through his contacts, se-
cured loans for expansion. Now
chalrman of Micro-Rental, Okonskl

Ploaso turn to next pagoe

Contractors
show goods
at exthibition

By Doug Funke
staff wrlter

Call it networkling for the manu-
Iacturing subcontracting set.

Upwards ¢i 500 job shoppers,
many from the Observer & Eccen-
tric arca, were expected to partlcl-
pate Io the slxth annual Contract
Manufacturers Expo this week at
Cobo Canterence/Exhibltion Cen-

ter,

“It's striclly subcontractors —
all those shops you see around eve-
rywhere who do who do

eight months later,” Witherspoon
sald.

Craftsmen and shop owners of- |
ten are much better and more com- |-
fortable dolng work than drumm- |
Ing up buslness, Witherspoon sald, {:
The expo was set up for them. .

“It's hard to go to a cocktail par- |
ty and talk about i(,” he said. (.
“These guys are craftsmen. They |0
just don’t go out and advertlse. |:
There's a lot of business out there. |-
We bring them together.” .

Witherspoon described the aver |

custom work, prototype work,”
said Patrick Witherspoan, exccu-
tive director for the Contract Man-
ufacturers Association.

“It's llke 2 big market, It brings
buyers and sellers together,” he
said. “They'll meet more people In
three days than they normally
would in five years. It's an Inexpen-
sive way to make contacts and
glves them exposure they normally
wouldn't get."

Exhlbitors make components for
the Blg Three automakers, acro-
space industry and appliance man-
ufacturers. They produce building
materials and parts for toys.
They're government contractors.

THE BUYERS Include major
manufacturers, but exhibitors of-
ten do business with cach other,

too.
"Some guys at the show get busi-
ness right at the show, some slx to

age member and exhlb-
(tor as a company thal has been
around for at least 20 ycars, em- |
‘ploys 50-100 and has gross sales of
$4-35 mllllon per year.

H&H Tube & Mfe. Co., with ad-.

offices in

and three factories around Michi-
gan, attended the expo for the sec-
ond year in a row.

“WE GET a lot of good Jeads,”
said Hugh Thompson, sales mana-
ger. “We're there to get new and
different business. You never sit
back and say business is great so
1'm not golng to look for more bust:
ness.

H&H makes tubes used for fau-
cet spouts and tire pressure gauges
as well as parts for the auto indus-

ury. .
“Some of the best cusiomers you
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Regardless of the language, the meanin
Ne-interest financing on our full
imperted and domestic fumiture.
The elegance of an ltalian eather sofa. The
sleekness of  Danish dining table.
The simplicity of a Shaker spinde bed. The
beauty of a Finnish 3-drawer chest.
ii you vaiue fine comemporary fumiture, you
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Southileld Blrmingham

26026 W. 12 Mife Rd. 48034 234 5. Hunter Bivd, 46009
West of Telegraph South o! Maple

(313 352-1530 {313} 540-3577

Open Sundays. Check your local store for hours.

*Antual pertestood et financing. 13 depost required on ol spactal ovders. 104 depouit by mazicumt -

i

ine of i

vont want to miss the incredible setection o
now available at Workbench,

And from now until October 15, you can get
0% financing for one year on al purchases

.
Vorkbonch cradit card,

Ann Arbor

410 N. Fourth Ave. 48104
rrytown Shop

{313) 666-4688

12 equal moethly payment required.

is the same. :




