Crash victim has a message for teenagers

By Msry Rodriqus
staff welter

Brizn Moore's 1ife is far different
from the way he envisioned It while
a teenager growing up in Livonia,

Then he planned on a career In
writing.

As a Bentley High Junlor, he par-
ticularly enjoyed concert choir.

Outside school, he played baseball
with hls friends.

MOORE'S LIFE was traglcally
altered Memorial Day weekend,
1978. He was 17,

“1 was up near Bishop Lake State
Park with two {riends, both seniors,
We were all in the Bentley concert
cholr together,” Moore said in the
slow, deliberate speech pattern he
now uses.

"\Ve were  partying, drinking

Onc of the trio was fecling il and
not drinking. So Moore and his other
buddy split the 24 bottles of beer be-
tween themselves. Moore was driv-
Ing, although “I was out of my mind
— crocked,” he said.

He remembers the non-drinking
{ricnd shouting “Stop, I want to get
out before we all got killed.”

“I remember that llke it was in a
dream,” Moore sald. “I locked up the
brakes and the Bronco went air-
barne, up through the guardrait.”

Moorc salled through the
windshield and began what was to be
nine months of unconsciousness.

“Thank God the truck didn't run
over me. I didn't break any bones. 1
heard the cops were chasing me
when we crashed. That was Jucky.
Probably before I crashed lo 2 halt,
ambulances were on the wa

His friends both suffered minor In-
Juries. No other vehicle was Involved
in the accident,

To thls day, Moore is still recover-
ing.

1IOME NOW is an apartment in
Livonia that is staffed 24 hours a day
by college students.

Moore was the (lrst patient (he
calls It gulnea pig) for Personal
Therapist Incorporated, an 18-
month-old urgnnluuon that pla‘cns

peop!
settings. PT1 has placed 20 clients.

Qver the past decade, Moore has
lived in hospitals, a nursing home
and group homes.

“Part of the time [n the coma, I
had my eyes wide open. But If some-
one from my lamlly came up, I
dldn't know them,” sald Moore, who

lce cream
social to have
1890s theme

Coal, ereamy treats may rekindle
warm memorics when the American
House Retlrement Residence open
its doors for an old-fashioned lcc
cream social from 2-5 p.m, Sunday,
Oct. 15,

The social will be hosted at no
charge for all Amerlean House resi-
dents, their familics and anyone in-
terested in learning more about
“congregate” retirement kving.

“We'll be ordering over 150 gal-
lons of lce cream for this event,”
said Bob Gillette, American House
presldent.

The social wlll feature llve enter-
tainment and decorations remlini-
scent of the early 1890s.

American House staff will be
available to answer questions about
congregate llving and conduct tours
of the facilltles.

The lce cream social is part of a
series of cvents planned by Amerl-
can Housc Retlrement Residence
based on the theme “Do You Re-
member?”  These actlvities  wlll
bring o mind the first quarter of this
century, a nostalgic era that holds
fond memoarics for most Amerlcan
House resldents.

American House operates 14 re-
tirement residences in  southeast
Michigan for indlviduats and cauples
who can manage maost of their per-
sonal needs, but prefer the house-
keeping and food services, as well as
the companlonship offered through
congregate living.

The Farmington Hills slte is at
24400 Middiebelt, north of 10 Mile.

Your genetous donation to
,ISU‘ Dn\t can help

has six slsters and a brother,

"1 do recall coming to In the hospl-
tal, I saw wheelchairs and nurses. I
would see changlng colors and peo-
ple walking by would be hopping up
and down. It was blzarre. My mind
wasn't well enough to think anything
{brough.”

Doctars were less than encourag-
ing. He was labeled braln injured; re-

He would not seitle for the doom
and gloom report. As & result, he
now walks with a walker and is
trylng to graduate to a cane,

“I was a good reader and writer
before” the accident, “For some rea-
son, I forgot a lot from the crash,
like a vacation vul Wesl that sum-
mer. But I remember how to read,
write, spell well and have a respeet-

covery would be

“A doctor In |he nursing home
looked at my X-rays and said [
would never walk again. It was like {
was a senior citizen when 1 was 18
years old. He dida't try to motivate
me. He wanted me to get used to a
wheelchalr. [ sald bull.”

MOORE'S FIGHTING spirit was
intact.

POLYURI

ZA

“I've felt for years now at least
part of my well-being Is because 1
am meant to give the speeches I
glve

MOORE IS a man with a misslon
— to warn others of the dangers of
drinking and driving.

He gives speeches to high school
students, to Mothers Against Drunk
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Driving and Students Agalnst Driv-
Ing Drunk groups, at Alcoholles
Anonymous meetings -~ to anyone
who asks,

He has traveled 1o Tennessee,
Ohlo and Capada and throughout
Michigan's lower peninsula to
sproad the wword,

‘The standing ovatlens, the tears In
the eyes of hls audience show he is
making an Impact — the kind paren-
tal preachinezs or bering statisties
cannat achleve,

In Moare, the audience sces a

young man with a zest for Jife. And

they sce the havoe drunk driving has
wreaked on his body — his halting
speech, walking with the aid of a
walker.

There is much they don't see — a
tife that is 1edicus and slow moving,
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recorded hour for hour on a writien
farm, the loncliness, the lapses of
memory.

“I'm getting sick and tired of clin-
ic rules. But it's a lot better than it
was."

MOORE HAS a business c:m( that
shows 2 young tman Siuts; bahind
the wheel of a car under a harragc of
alcoh lic beverages. Under his name
i3 5 crash  victim, advecate
agalnst drinking and driving.

“I think I reach the kids because
I'm kind of young. They see what
happened to me. The radical type,
the partiers, they tike that.”

Moure attends remedial classes at
the building of his alma mater, Bent-
ley High Schoal (he carned a General
Educational Development  certifi-

‘/\Ii

caie after his accldent). He rides a
three-wheeled  bicyele. He writes
short staries — In printed scraw),

And he plays a mean game of
chess, according to his stepfather,
Jimmy Shelp.

But Moore is most enthustastic
about the specches. He belicves bie
was spared 50 that he can sprud the
word that arinking and dr 2 »n 1
mix.

And he fervently hopes he has
reached some people in his audienc.
es.

“It would be nice to know [ mnae
adifference.”

{Brign Moore is available 1o
speak to groups about drinking
and driviny. He can be reached at
J77-8516.)
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