Hoopsters are

By Stove Kowalski
statf writer

The Troy Athens gym was empty
and unusually quict one night carlier
this month when Katie Beagen and
Jenny Clinton gathered to tatk bas-
ketball with their Uncle Joe.

Familtar surroundings, but on thls
night they were only there to discuss
the sport, nat play it.

Imagine that.

1f you spend any time at all with
these three, It's hard to imagine
them getting together and not play-
tng¢ basketbail.

The last time they saw each other
wis at a family barbecue. And i
you're a Beagen or a Clinton, that
also means a pick-up basketball
game on a crowded driveway.

Even Usncle Joc Clinton, the
Athens girls basketball coach who
adinits to being a "hack”, gets in-
volved. Katie Beagen, the leading

scorer for Birmingham Scaholm, .

and Jenny Clinton, one of the all-
time assist leaders at Farmington
Hills Mercy, are two of the old
standhys,

There are all sorts of standbys, for
at matter, including sisters, brothe
aunts and uncles.

When do they ever eat?

“When the burgers are done and
cveryone is sitling around telling
stories, somebody throws out a bas-
ketball aad we've got a five-onfive
game with another five or 10 ready
to 1ake on the winners,” said Joe, in
his 14th-year coaching Athens. “Next
thing you knaw it's night time and
it's bike, *Let’s turn the flood lights
o

C| D BEAG
ARE IIOUSENOLD NAMES
For the better part of the last dec-
ade, girls named Clinton and Beagen
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kave made headlines playlng high
school basketball.

Katle's older sisters, Molly and
Suzy, played for Scaholm between
1984-87, while Colleen Clinton was a

letter winner at Mercy 1985-87.

There are no more Beagen girls but
Mercy coach Larry Baker s anticl-
pating the arrival of Maggie Clinton,
currently an cighth grader at Farm-
Ington Our Lady of Sorrows gradc
school.

Suzy Beagen, a 1988 Scaholm
graduate, plays at Indiana Tech Unl-
versity where she averaged 10 points
and three assists per game last year
as a freshman.

Baker coached Suzy Beagen one
summer at a basketball camp and
sees similarities in the famlly on and
off the court.

“The thing that strikes me about
the family members is how well-
rounded they are,” Baker sald,
"They love basketball but it takes a
hiealthy place in their lives. Basket-
ball is of high Interest to the family
Lut it’s onty one dimension of their
personalities. Suzy has a very good
demeanor about her and I'm real Im-
pressed wlith Joe."

Joc¢ has won three Metro Suburban
Aclivitles Association (MSAA) titles
and two district crowns in 14 years
at Athens, but he's had trouble
ugainst his nleces. Seaholm defeated
Athens the last two years and he
feels fortunate the Red Hawks ha-
ven't played Mercy — typlcally one
of the area's stronger teams — dur-
Ing the regular season.

“Suzy and Katle have had big
gamus against their Uncle Joe and
have kind of stiffed us,” sald Joe, a
1970 graduate of Eastern Michigan
where he played football, “So much
for respect of their clders. The bot-
tom line is they've always been com-

aiders repe

all

n the

petltlve. They've always had p bas-
ketball or glove in thelr hand.”

STARTING AT CYO LEVEL

The girls have come a long way
since thelr grade school days when
they began playing in the Catholle
Youth Organtzation (CYO).

‘The Beagens attended Holy Name
Grade School in betare

family

can remember my mom always say-
Ing, “Jenny Cilnton’s out there to win,
she's not out there to make
{ricnds.'”

“It was fun,” says Jenny.

Guess whose team usually won?

THEIR BIGGEST FAN?
t dly, the girls most sup-

enreliing at Seaholm, while the Clin-
tons went to Sorrows before high
school.

*1 can tell how much they've pro-
gressed,” sald Tom Beagen, who
coached his daughters In the sixth
grade at Holy Name. “When they
were little I would shoot left handed
and could beat them. Now 1 shoot
rlght handed and st can't beat
them.”

The girls' fathers played major
roles ln getting them started In the
CYO.

Dan Clinton coached his daughters
in the slxth grade at Sorrows, while
Molly Duggan, their aunt, coached
the Clintons In sevenih and eighth
grade.

The hard work has pald off.

Jenny, who averages eight points,
4.7 assists, 3.6 steals and five re-
bounds per game, is ranked among
the Top 25 players in the state in
more than one poll. A president of
1he national honor soclety at Merey,
she Is being recruited by several Di-
vison [ schools.

Katie, who avecrages about 12
points per game for Scaholm, hopes
to study engineering at the Universi-
ty of Michigan or Western Michlgan
Unlversity,

They haven't played against each
ather In high school, but their teams
met several times in the CYO.

“It was tough {playing Jenny's
teams)," recalls Katie, laughing. “I

portive fan is Peg Clinton, thelr
grandmother.

Mrs. Clinton, who last winter was
named the No. I Fan at Our Lady of
Sorrows, trics to make all the
games. Even if It means she can at.
tend only half of one game and a half
of another on the same night.

“She gets pretty Intense and
doesn’t sit on her hands,” sald Joe
Clinton, her son. “There are nights
when she'll make the flrst half of a
game at Scahelm, come over io
Lathrup to watch a game and try to
catch the closing moments of a Mer-
cy game.”

“F love it,” said Peg. “My husband
(Joc Sr.) was a coach {at St. Cecilia's
and St. Leo's) so I grew up with It.
I'm just 50 happy they're involved
and all enjoy k. 1 can’t think of a
better place for them to be. It
doesn't matter how good they are
but they are good."
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Jenny Clinton (right} of Mercy High School comes from a bas-
ketball-playing family that irmil
player and cousin Katie Beagen and uncle Joe Clinton, the
girls coach at Troy Athens.

She also watches her
Tim Beagen is an cighth grade
basketball player at Holy Name and
7-ycar-cld John Clinton, Jeany's
brother, was the youngest player this
summer In the Gus Macker 3-on-3
tournament In Belding. One of John's
tcammates was his brother Joe, 8.
hese guys have an advantage
most boys don't,

““They can 1ell they're fricnds they
learned from thelr sisters,” sald
‘Tom Beagen. “It's usually the other
way around.”

Rockets

With the one-iwo offensive punch of Eve Claar and Kim Gurecki, all North
Farmington needed in Tuesday's glrls basketball game against visiting West-

[and John Glenn was o bit of defense,

‘The Ralders got it from just about everyone, limiting the Rockets to 16

first-half points In a 63-40 rout.

North coach Greg Capling singled out the defense played by Carla Chel-
land and Glnger Donoghue as the Raiders Improved te 9-2 overall, 5:0 in the
Western Lakes Activitles Assoclatlon's Lakes Division. “I'm pleased with
their effort,” sald Capling, “and with the whole team's."

Claar riddled Glenn's defense for 26 points; Gureckl added 14 points and
seven assists, Vicki Seamons contributed cight rebounds.

North led 15-7 after one quarter and 37-16 at the half,
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Eve Claar does a reverse layup tor North during the team's 63-
4D victory over John Glenn Tuesday. The Ralders, 9-2 overall,
1¢ad the Lakes Division wilh a 5-0 record.
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Glenn {4-7 overal), 2-3 In the Lakes) got 10 points aplece from Jennifer
Massey and Shuwarren Lee.

REGINA 34, MERCY 32: Free throws spelled the difference Tuesday at
Harper Woods Reglna, and the outcome wasn't a happy one for Farmington
Hills Mercy.

The Marllns Ted 26-20 entering the final quarter, but the discrepancy In
foul shootlng cost them. Regina made 10-0f-15 from the line, including both
ends of u one-and-one with seven seconds left by sophomore forward Carrie
Franels, which proved to be the difference.

Mercy, by comparisor, attempted just four fou) shots in the game, making
one, and did not get to the line in the second half,

Carrie Waiton paced the Marlins with 13 points. Jeany Clinton added six.
Francis’ 13 points was best for Regina, which improved to 8-4 overall and to
3-2 in the Cathalic League's Central Division,

Mercy slipped to 6-6 overatl, 2-3 in the division.

CHURCHILL 49, MARRISON 32: A 28-point first half was too much for
Farniington Hills Harrison to handle Tuesday against visiting Livenia
Churchiil.

The Hawks (2-7 overall, 0-5 In the WLAA's Western Division) trailed 12-7
after one quarter and 28-13 at the hall. Andrea Najarian's 17 points paced
Harrison.

“They came out In the first haif and beat us,” sald Harrison coach Jim
Neve, “and we beat them in the second hald.”

Chrissy Daly and Jenny Willems netted 14 points aptece for Churchill (2.7
overall, 1-4 in the Western).

SALEM 55, FARMINGTON 34: The first and fourth quarters provided
Plymouth Salem with al} the cushlon It needed Tuesday against visiting
Farmington.

The Rocks improved to 5-6 overall and stayed In the hunt for the WLAA's
Lakes Divislon title with a 4-1 mark, tralllng only North Farmington (which
is 5-0 in the divislon). Farmington slipped to 3-8 overall, 1-4 in the Lakes.

Satem raced to an 18-4 lead after one quarter, The Falcons trimmed the
deficlt slightly over the next two quarters, outpointing the Rocks 23-20 to
pull (o within 38-27. But Salem fced the victory with a 17-7 final-quarter
surge. The Rocks outscored Farmington 35-11 in the first and fourth periods.

Sarah Ruete led the winners with 18 points. Yolanda Jackson added elght.
Erica Hatcher was best for the Falcons with eight polnts and elght boards.

Loasing an automnobile is more than make, modet and monthly
costs. You doserve mare. Leasing should bo a pleasant
experionca. Anl, it can bo wilh what we call our George Ballas
Benotts. Wo offer them bocause Ballas cares about ts
customors.

Free Loaners

Free Loaners are available 10 you whonever your vehiclo needs
servico. Just call our servico managor, bhng yout vehicle in.
and go on daving while we hand'o ail the servica you nued.

Future ads in this saries will covor alt six of the Ballas Benefts,
Wateh tor them:
#1 Parsonal Atlention

¥2 Floxbiy
#3 Buying Right

#4 Liconsing
#5 Froo Loanors
#6 Etlective Used Car Marketng

Get tho full "Ballas Benefit” story.

471-6875

Ballas Leasing
The Loasing Company Thal Cares
George Ballas Loasing, 1nc.

Suito 109

26105 Orchard Lake Road

Farmington Hiis, Michigan 48108

Call
TODAY

EAST
O e poretnd Formigon
JustN. ol 13 Mio Rd. CELLNET st S, of 14 Me
585-4520 @wﬂ" £26-8480

1 Rapkds » Kansas Cy > Maumee + Toloda » Washington, D.C.

MICHIGAN GROWS
STRONGER BY
DEGREES.
SUPPORT

HIGHER EDUCATION

ol this pap

and

A public service
Wayne State University.

Cancer Myth #4

"Cancer is contagious."

Some pecple beheve you can “catch” cancet from another
person. (I's not true. Cancer is not contagious and cannot be
spread {rom person to person by sneezing, coughing. kissing ot
in any other way. Find out what you can do to protect yourselt
fsom cancet. Calt us. We can help you get the lacts. Free.

1-800-4-CANCER

The Cancer Information Service

Fisher The
name thal means snowplows.

Tradimionally recogmzed by the professional as the
teader in snowplow technotogy Fisher The only name
you need to know 1o turn your 4 x4 into the best
snowplowing machine on the street Move up to a
FISHER at
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Feature for feature, Fisher snowplows ;

. out-feature them all! Before you buy any other
__snowplow check-out the Fisher features.

PEZZANI & REID EQUIPMENT CO.. INC.
DETROIT 313-292-9500 if:
ROMULUS 313-554-4000 H+
ANN ARBOR 313-747-8200 f
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