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Meadow Brook

By Mark S, Carloy
spocial wrlter

leads to his down/all.-
Pnul‘ DcBoy plays Glumov with

Oakland Unlversity's Meadow
Bryok Theatre opens its 1969-90 sea-
son ‘with a lght, funny and rather
tame production of Alexander Os-
trovsky's “The Diary of a Seoun-
drgLf’ Ostrovsky (consldered the fa-
ther of Russian theater) wrote this
sayagely satrle comedy in 1868, but
the characters he lampoons are
tmeless,

1h fact, the script Is extremely
well'sulted to today's audlences due
to & modern adaptation by play-
wright Erik Brogger. No danger
here ‘of being lulled to sleep by tur-
gld Russian dialogue.” The pace is
qulck and the exchanges witty.

The scoundrel of the title is Egor
Dmiftrich  Glumov, an ambitlous
yoﬁm; bachelor secking hls fortune
via“the abundant dowry of an un-
suspecting young countess. In his
quest he resorts to flattery, decelt,
trickery and slander. In characteris-
tl¢; bravade, he chronlcles his

J in a diary. This

and great sklit. Because
Glumov Is & ¢lfferent character to
cach of his victims, the part requlres
an actor with both range and subtle-
ty. To his pompous uncie, Glumov is
a devoted half wlt; (o his firtatious
aunt, a shy admirer; to the aristo-
cratic public officlal, 2 worldly so-
phisticate. DeBoy moves smoothly
{from one character to the next, al-
ways managing to retatn a certaln
reptillan charm which endears him
to the audlence In a perverted sort of
way,

Laughs abound as Glumov manip-
ulates cach of his foalish, egotlstical
marks. The loveable buffoons of the
supporling cast add a richness to the
humar of the production.

Joseph Reed, as the porupous and
gultible Uncle Mamaey, is jolly and
endearing. His sexually frustrated
wife, Kleopatra, is played with
bawdy lust by Patti Perkins. Espe-
clally noteworthy for hls comedic
contributlons 1s Phil Locker, whose
rich baritone volce and keen sense of

blunts quick witted Scoundrel- -

review

the absurd make him o hllarious
treat as the doddering old fool, Gene
cral Krutitsky. Anita Barone, one of
the Hillberry’s brightest stars for the
past three years, also docs a fIne Job
In her Meadow Brook dcbut as
Mashenka, the object of Glumov's
deslres.

‘Terence Kitburn's directlon is
aimed directly at the funny bone,
and unfortunately seems caiculated
not to offend, While the play is lots
of fun, it lacks the bite of viclous sat-
Ire which I think was originally in-
tended. Like a good production of
Moliere's “Tartufle,” “Scoundrel™
should leave the audience laughing,

rather than characters, relieves the
audience of any gullt and leaves an
amusing but unmemorable piece of
work.

As usual, Meadow Brook has done
an outstanding job with sets and cos-
tumes, With the ald of a revolving
stage, scenes move flawlessly from
ramshackle apartment to sumpluouy
mansion to country estate, cte. Cos-
tumes are colorful, detailed and well
made,

GOh batance, “Dlary of a Scoun-
drel” provides a delightful evening
of laughter. However, Ostrovsky's
work does suffer from the Meadow
Brook penchant for homogenlzing its

but also a little about
their own pretensions and vanities.

THE MEADOW BROOK produc-
tion, which features caricatures

I_"::oesser tribute flawed fun
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set ‘that seriously constriets the
show’s actlon. A musical set should

stay out of the performer’s way. This
one eclearly hinders movement. Its
steely-cold look also fails to create a
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From the Cellection of Oser 200 Bunbinae n Hutels ami Athilistes Wetldwide

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

It's quick. it's easy.
And it's the law.

showcase for the muslec.

Another handicap is the three-
plece orchestra  which, although
competent, is too small and too soft,
The overture was played at a vol-
ume more suitable for dinner music.

Although it is often uneven and
less than fully satistying, Avon Play-
ers’ production of “Perfectly Frank”
does provide several excellent
mements. If you're a fan of Frank
Loesser's big hits and want to knaow
what the rest of his stuif sounds like,
check It out.

“Perfectly Frank™ continues Oct.
12-15, 19-21 at the Aven Players
Theatre. For show times and ticket
information, call the box office, 375-
1390.

pr to please the broadest
posstble audlence.

“Diary of a Scoundrel” continucs
through Sunday, Oct. 29, at Meadow
Brook Thealre on the campus of
Oakland University, Rochester. For
ticket  Information and curtain
times, call the theater box office,
377-3300,

|

Jeanne Arnold and Paul Deboy play Glafira Glumova and her
scheming nephew Egor Glumov In Meadow Brook Theatre's
production of “Dairy of a Scoundrel,”

Continued from Page 7

said. “I had received threats before,
all teachers do In Detroit, but this
kid had a wlld look In his eye and I
was close to retirement — so I said,
‘I'm through; I'm out of here." *

‘New Afrlca High: a low comedy’
came out as a movle, ‘Rebel High®
and was distributed Internationally
in 1986.

“It wasn’t the worst movte you
could see but it really wasn't very

Writer examines retirement

good, clther,” he sald. "They
changed the story to sort of a teen-
rival-gang-In-school-flick that had
nothlng to do with the book or the
teachers hanging on in Detroit.”

In 1979 Kelier published another
book that endeared blm to many -
‘Detroit: Rebirth or Miscarriage” and
in 1982 another satire entitled “The
Immoral MaJorlty."

Born and raised in Highland Park
and onc of 10 children, Keliher
dropped out of school at 16 to join

the Marines and begin the life-trek
that now has him petsed on the brink
of literary success.

Alter ‘Sandwiched Light' runs,
Keliher heads for San Diego to be
closer to the writing scenc in Holly-
wood,

Perfurmance dates for ‘Sand-
wiched Light’ are at 8 p.m, Fridays-
Saturdays, Oct. 13-14, 20-21, 27-28. A
Sunday matince performance is set
for 2 p.m. Oct. 22. Tickets are $7 and
can be obtained by calling, 5324010,

see the

parade.
October 7

Thru
October 22

ésifp aflflglﬂtgble,

award-winning home.

Step out o

aml by

Preview an exeiting aew home designel, built
tifully furnished foe Home Mechanix
pasgasine in respunse to readen’ requeste,
Stylishly finished with woml, the house has ala
been honored with an american Wood Couneil
n for Better Living Awanl,

Home Mechanix Dream Home is one of 11
tunderately priced shuwhouses apen uatil
Ortober 22, during North Oakland Coumy*s fint

ade of Honies., Ax the shaw's centerpicee., this
dener fooks haadsonte feom all sides

greenbotr hreakfast acea, light-filled tiving
room and columned dining soam leading oul 10

asercened parch and sweep

2 lech, The hume

respeets ilvwooded selting with a range of

and offers dramatie delights inside.
Come eajoy its grand, o story enteance,
three appealing bedrooms, gourmet kitehen and

traditional and stat s-af-the-art wiesd
applications, feom elegant nak flours t nes.
Jow-maintmance plywood siding and 2
Peomasent Wood Foundati
Yisit toulay. Open Mon,
SaleSun. [ 2:00-0:00 i Frow -7
on M-E5 (Ortomsille Rd.) about 9 miles 10
Octomsitle. Turn right (East) an Mill
wile. then right on Ceeseent Hill 1)z,
home, $1adiniwion. Phone 3123

15000 prn.
ao noeth

far 1
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Auburn Hills.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

An ale?cxm full service, fine dining restaurant and

| tounge located within The Polace of

Exceptional culsine, including an extensive menu of
and dessert

lalties prepored

poulhy. spec]
on the premises by the gourmet chefs of the award
winning restaurateur Machus Enterpilses.

TAKE I-75 TO EXIT 81 TO THE SOUTH ENIRANCE OFF

LAPEER RD, AND LOOK FOR OUR “"GREEN CANOPY
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 377-8455

LUNCH
Tuesday - Friday
11 am. -3 pm,

“DINNER will bo sorvod 1o 1ho puthc on
! NON-FVENIS MIGHIS Cht

DINNER*
Tuesday - Saturday
5 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

The Palace Lounge invites you
“AFTER HOURS"
Tuosday - Saturday 4:30 fo close. (non-ovont nights)
Feotuling A solaction of HOT HORS D'OEUVRES
and DAILY DRINK SPECIALS

We cordially invite you to

experience the elegance of the
2 o .
exclusive” Palace Grille

PRESENT THIS CERTIFICATE AND RECEIVE

ONE COMPLIMENTARY DINNER
VALUE UP TO $15.00
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WITH THE PURCHASE GF A SECOND DiNINER
| OF EQUAL OR GREATER VALUE e
| NON-EVENT DAYS ONLY 5pm - 9.30 pm
|

OHIERDPINS OCE 31, 1909. CANHOT BE UTED WAH ALY OTHER MIOMOTION
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NON-EVENT DAYS ONLY 11om - 3pm

OHERDXPIRS OCT. 31,
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