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By Cacey M-nt
s{atf writor.

Farmington Public Schools min-
2, fisanclal reports, newaletters
ahd,a book containing school board
ppllties m now avallable at the
Hills branch of the

r m C« Library.
The- “dlstrict will also make an ef-
rhto better communicate with the
hhlle: by posting regular bu:lnss

alarge expense,

Meanwhlile, the parent who sug-
gested the changes sald he has expe-
rienced better communication since
Michael Fianagan took over as acte
ing superintendent i June.

“Slace then, I've had the nced to
dlscuss something with Mr, Flana-
gan,” sald Lorne Leon. “I've notlced
quite a blt of change — more acces-
slblmy."

1 lated  issues

urs and keeping School/C:
l-‘omm mceuag: open to the pub-
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'rﬁe poaslhlllly of “cablecasting
patd meeunp was put “on the back
er aueltw:u  thought to be
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In early fall 184S, Douglas Hough-
n was camped at the mouth of the
‘tocolate River in Michigan Terri-
y's Upper Peninsula.

With his plck, he roamed the land-
ape, scouting for (nteresting ore
mples. He expected to {ind copper,
rhaps some iron. What he did {lnd
rely surprised him and hls fellow
rologm:. Gold! Flecks of gold were
iscovered in some quartz samples

found.
had lttle
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were dlscussed at a September
meeting of the board’s committee,
The district plans to make the
changes as quickly as posalble, sald
Elizabeth Welsenberg of (he superin-
tendent’s office.

companies. Iron was also in demn‘m]i

In the past, such documents were
only available al the schoo) district’'s
central offlces, The publle can con-
tinue to view them there.

BUT SEVERAL board members
felt the two branches of the Farm-
[ngton Community Library might al-
low the public better access to such
records during non-buslneas hours.

Library divector Beverly Papal
sald the school district has already
sent a policy book and has begun
sendlng minutes and other malteri-
als. They wil) be kept In the refer-
ence section of the Hills branch, on
12 Mile at Kendallwood.

Public use of the records and the
content of the matertals will deter-

gold ln 1932, another SB 000 was
d from the reopened mine.

Perhaps mast raining
that elther the storles were untrue or
the quantity of gold was not sulfl-
clent to warrant expensive searches
and minlog. Whatever the case, little
gold prospecting took place until
1864.

In that year, the Holyoke Silver
mine found some gold mixed In with
its ore deposlts. Somchow, reports of
the find escaped public notlce,

On May 17, 1881, Jullus Ropes of
Ishpeming was prospecting outside
of town. He was a trained chemist
and a veln of quartz rich

1l many people. On Oct, 13, ms
drowned near Eagle River. Hls
tes of his Upper Penlnsula exped]-
lons were belleved to have been
usl
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Only elght years before, Dr.
Houghton was appointed state geolo-
gist. He spent the summers of 1843,
1344 and 1843 cxploring the Upper
Peninsula on a geologic survey. The
14nd was newly acquired by treaty
with the Indians and a new survey
was needed.

‘Houghwn had llmldy found ex-
tensive copper deposits along the
Lake Superior shoreline and was ex-
pécting the same ore to be found
throughout the region. But thls re-
glon near present-day Negaunee
bg{g a different kind of yellow ore:
& .

THERE WAS o gold rush, Copper
wias the real ntt{ucuon of the mining

in gold. This discovery led to the op~
eration of the first gold mine in
Michigan.

The Ropes Gold and Silver Mine

+ Co. was not only the first but also the
largest of the mines that operated in *

the state. It employed 60 men at onc
time from 188297, More thon
$600,000 1n gold and stlver was pro-
duced from the mine, with shafts
reaching a depth of 850 feet.

" Other mlnlnx companles also got
involved In the 1880s. Some of the
names on record are: Gold Lake, Su-
perlor, Peninsula, Grayllng, Fire
Center, Washburn, Gitchigamme,
Brown, Case and Swalns. Some of
these upcmuons found velns cick in
gold while others were unprofltable.

Like iron and copper mlining, the
occupation itscll was very danger-
ous. In 1926 at the Bames-Hecker
Mine, ntne mites cast of Ropes, a dls-
aster occurred. Flfty-two men were
trapped 1,000 feet below ground, The
bodles were never recovered and the
company scaled the shaft and moved
the machlnery to another locatlon,
leaving the miners entombed In Lhe
mine.

Processing (he gold ore itsell was
very expensive. Many of the velns
pinched out. The price of gold was
unstable. More moncy could be
made iIn the lron and copper fields.
The area was far from clvillzatlon

The gold found was
with galena, fron pyrite and copper
ore. When the mine closed fn the ear-
1y 1900s, huge mounds of ore-bearing
quartz were leit behind, When the
price of gold increased in the 1930s,
many prospectors worked these mll~
ings and made good wages.

LESS THAN 12 miles from the
Ropes Mine was the Michigan Gold
Mining Co. operation. It started in
1867 and produced $90,000 worth of

and few A were
in mining at the time. Thus, Immi-
grants were Invited in and to this
day, the Upper Peninsula Is rich in
German, Scandlnavlan, Scoteh, Irish
and English names and tradltions.
THE GLACIERS scraped through
the Upper Peninsula thousands of
years ago and carried down bits of
that ancient gold lode. In dozens of
countles In the Lower Peninsula,
gold has been found in the glacier
drift.

mine how long the llbrnry keeps
them on tho shelves, Papal sald.
‘There s the possibility they could be
added to the Farmington History
Collection.

The [ssue of more openness and
better communication with the pub-
lic was ralsed In mid-June by Leon,
who suggested the board keep docu-
ments In the library, consider cable-
casting of minutes, videataplag
board meetings for future viewlng,
adopting regular evenlng and week-
end hours at central offlce and hold-
ing a town meeting cvery 3-6
months,

Slmitar suggestions were alred
during school board raccs last
spring.

THE BOARD committeo dls-
cussed all of these options, Cable-
casting meetings was bot & popular
one.

“J think it's & bad !dea,” sald trus-
tee Janice Rololck. “I lhlnk 1t would
do more harm than g

Trustce Helen Ditzhory called it 2
“big expense,” although she sald she
had served on boards that used
cable. “It sounds like this is on the
back burner, with the possibility of
presentation through Channel 10 {ed-
ucation cable channel),” said trustee

Séheals to improve communication efforts

tion at the central office, Fllnngm
2ald be thought it could best be han-
dled by posting business hours on the
door and by administrators making .
themselves  available for speclai-
mectings at parental request.

“ would say most administrators
spend many hours beyond the 40-
hour week,” he said. “I think you'd
also find people in central office, In
most cases, here untll 6 pm. and
some much later than that.”

Assistant superintendent Lyan
Nutter sald he has often met with
parunuumr houxs l've nlwnys felt
sald, “That's

Jack Cotton, com-
miltee chairman.
Regarding speeial hours of opera-

bccn the spirit of lhe adm[nhtrn~

Michigan’s miniature gold rush had a slow start

footprints in history

‘The only plece I own was bought
in a piece of quartz is a remlnder of
& Mttle known eplsode in Michigan
mining.

The souvenic was produced at the

Ropes mine, reopened in 1985 to pro-
duce these tourist treasures.

Those joumab of Dr. Hougmon. by
the way, were " at an
auction in New York In 1972. The

seven [eather-bound were
bought by John Cumming of the
Clarke Historical Library at Centrat
Milchigan University. The notes con.
talned maps, sketches and manu-
serlpts, They are now “home” In
Michigan, where they belong,

The writer is o Farmington His-
torical Society member and a his-
tory teacher at Wooddale Ele.
mentary in Farmington Hills.
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PERSONALIZE A CRYSTAL JAR

Individualize a needlepoint or
‘cross-stitch covered jar.

If you begin now, (t'Ul be ready
JSor giving at holiday time.
Imported from England, the hand
cut crystal jar is lovely for
storing small jewelry, or used
as an accent piece. Canvas
cover available with or without
pattern. Designed for easy
mounting. 235*'Hx3"'D, $55.

Jacobson's

We welcoma Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard? VISA! and Ainerican Express?
hop untit 8 pum. en Thursday and Friday, Untit 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.

Ernte & Lulu Harwell

Bas:

““We’re Saving An Extra 39%
On Our Homeowners Insurance
With Citizens Best’’

If you're a member of any qualified retirement
association, you may be cligible to save an
additional 39% off Citizens standard homeowner
rate, too, CITIZENS BEST is a special group
insurance program for mature adults from

Citlizens Insurance Company.

And, if yours is a non-smoking household, you can
receive an extra 10% Non-Smokers Discount from
Citizens. That's a total of nearly 50% off your
homeownets insurance!

Call today for all of the money-saving details
available with CITIZENS BEST, And, while you're
at it, check out the discounts for CITIZENS BEST

automobile, too.
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Sweet & Associates

32605 12 Mile
489-5700

THE MOST LUXURJOUS FREE SAMPLE l\ THE WORLD

OPEN )

SIN MIL
N. - WED.

LIVOXIA — LAUREL PARX FLACYK
E. OF 1275 — 462-61216
TUURS.

£ & NEWBURGH.
& SAT. 9:80:6:00:

& FRI

MAKE ANY REGULAR FRICE CASHMERE PURCHASE DURING OUR GRAND OFENING AND WE'LL GIVE

YOI A 100% CASHMERE V-NECK CARDIGAN ADSOLUTELY FREFE. TIHIS LUXURIOUS TWO.PLY

SWEATER,AS240,00 VALUE. |S AVAILABLE IR NINE ATTRACTIVE COLORS YO COMPLEMENT ASY
WARDROBE. OFFER GOOD TIRU OCTOBER 18T

9:4D-9:00




