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HE PLEASURE THAT
E COLLECTING art has

brought to George Brewer

of Birmlngham led him to
smile many limes as he walked
around Meadow Brook Art Gallery
before the show “Contemporary Art
from the Collection of Maxine and
George Brewer” opened,

He adjusted a plece or two and
complimented Klichi Usul, curator,
on the way the show was hung. It
wasa't easy Usul commented be-
capse the works are so diverse, Sitll,
after dellberatlon, he found the links
and relationshlps which glve this col-
lectlon a speclal, provocative favor.

This show opens with a 3.5 p.m.
receptlon Sunday. Hope Palmer will
give a lecture about the collection at
3 p.m. “Chinese Art,” glit of Mr, and
Mrs. Amitendranth Tagore, is show-
ing fn the south gallery slmulta-
neously. Both exhlbits will continue
through Nov, 18,

Maxine Brewer dled In March of
1985, The couple had been marrled
for 18 years and during that time
they collected and enjoyed art with a
passlon. Her presence in the exhlbit
|s strong, not anly is she represented
by a palnting and a sculpture which
she herself dld, but many of the oth-

.ers bring storics to mind that
< Brewer tells with great joy. He has
lso written these remembrances
nd they are Included In the catalog.
- He sald, “My father was a collec-
~tor. My first father-In-law was an
-art dealer, but I conslder myself
“Maxlne's student.”
: HER EYE FOR ART, somctimes
-operating as swiftly as a single
glance, was a great source of inspl-
“ratlon to him. In his reminiscences
he remembers asking her what
caused those “Irresistible urges to
buy?” They declded that It wasn't
.the specific type of art that moved
:them, such as abstract or op or folk
_art, but rather a quality which they
* termed “abbreviated reallty.”
~  He wrote, “Thls docs not only cov-
Ier palntings, but also three dimen-
-slonal pieces like the animals by
-Todd Warner and soft sculptures like
“Wendy Mcldner’s “Chorus Glrls.”

of the chase

Three outstanding cxamples of
this abbreviated reallty hang on one
wall — “Cave Garden Bay II" by
Alex Katz, “The Temptatlon of Sante
Rita” by Fermando Botero and
“Plantadores de Bananas” by Brazi-
lian artlst d'Janira. While this s an
unlikely group of three, it's fascinat-
ing lo see how each artist has refined
the image down to the sparsest de-
talls and caught the very essence of
the subjeet.

Botero's nun, so tightly held in by
her clothing, looks like she was in-
flated with an alr pump. Without the
tiny sparkle in her cyes behind what
appear o be super thick lenses, the
small apple over Sante Rita’ head
wouldn't make any sensc at all. Very
small In the background, but carry-
Ing large impact Is the a smoking
volcano which could be about the ge-
ography, the polltical sltuatlon of
Brazil or Santa Rita’s heart.

WHEN BREWER WROTE (o the
artist, and correspondence with the
artists has brought particular plea-
sure, Botero wrote back, “This Is one
of my best.”

They had heard a lecture by Henry
Geldzahler, then curator of medern
art at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, whom Brewer affectionately
calls “my aero." A quote from that
lecture became almost a credo for
the couple, “When 1 see a piece of
art and It hits me in the guts —
pleasantiy or unpleasanily — so that
every detall [s engraved forever in
my inner eye and when I find on
careful study that It 13 a good work,
then 1 know it's a masterpiece.”
Brewer found such a palnting hang-
Ing “between the checkroom and the
washroom of the Museum of Modern
Art” and a two-year long chase to
find the artist began. At a gallery In
Houston, Texas, they bought the
palnting which Bolero later titled,
“The Temptatlon of Santa Rita.”

On a trip to South America, they
found and immedlately declded to
buy the carved, wooden folk art
sculpture of Padre Clcero de
Joacelra in a flea market in Rlo de
Janelro, Brewer likes to tell the sto-
ry of how Padre Clcero negotlated
the release of a hostage taken by Lhe
‘bandit, La Pierro.

He added with no hesltation, “We

George Brewer of Birmingham stands beaide “The Templation
of Santa Rita” by Fernando Botero, which is part of his coilec-

University.

tion on display at Meadow Brook Gallery of Oakland Univarsity

in Rochester. This I8 one of scveral that he Is giving to the

always agreed on what to buy, yes,
we always agreed.”

FBAS HE WATCHED THE IN-
STALLATION of the show, he turned
the 20-Inch bigh black ceramic
church around [n the case, so the en-
trance could be secn beiter and re-
called the story he tells in the remin-
iscences, They were in Mexico when

they saw It and both Ilked It immedt-
ately, he remembers he said, “Too
bad we cannot take it home.” His
wife replied, “George, when I want
something, I don’t have trouble get-
ting It home.”

He has donated several works to
Oakland University, onc belng the
Botero palnting of Sante Rita. He

continues to sce and buy art and his
Interest in local artists is apparent,
for there are pleces by Michigan art-
ists Lois Telcher, Richard Doerer
and former Cranbrook faculty mem-
ber Jun Kaneko.

Maxine Brewer studied art at An-
dre L'Hlote ateller in Paris and at
the Society of Arts and Crafts (now

Center for Creative Studies) in De-
trolt and secved on the board there
from the late 1940s to Whe carly 70s.

He is recognized for his selentific
contributlon in the development of
the electrocoating process to protect
the inner surface of an automobile
body agalnst corroslen at Ford Mo-
ter Company.

authors

Two cutstanding contributars to
chlldeen’s literature wil) be the
guests for the fall program of the
Blrmingham Bloomfield Children's

k & Author Soclety at noon
Tuesday, Oct. 24, at Temple Beth
El of Bloom{leld Township,

The program which always at-
tracts librarians and (eachers as
well as parents, writers and other
professionals In the literary fleld,
features a luncheon, followed by
about an hour-long program.

The guests, Gall Glbbons and
Robert Klmmel Smith, wlil sign
books and talk Informally with
guests followlng their program.

Glbbons wriles and lllustrates
her many “way things work” books
— {rom how libraries are run to
the way clocks work. She was a
success{ul TV graphic artist and
animator who was suddenly
launched as a successful writer/
1llustrator of children’s books alter
“Wily and Hls Wheel Wagon,"
which explained the new math set
theory, was published in 1875,

She went on to write about
weather forecasting, skyscrapers,
v boats,

at fall luncheon

Children’s book

to star

with which Smith says he is all too
famlliar, “The War with Grand-
pa"{1984) which won 10 natlonal

awards, and ‘‘Mostly Mi-
chael"(1967) are written In a “story
for school” form and dlary form

tools, parakeets, 2003, trains, holi-
days and other subjects. “Sunken
Treasure,” written In 1988, is about
finding the wreck of the Spantsh
golteon, Atocha, which sunk off
Key West In 1622,

Smith begln hls writing career
creating advertlsing copy. After 10
years with major agencies, he
switched to writing children's
books and won immedlate acclalm
when “Chocolate Fever" was pub-
lished In 1970, His characters tell
thelr own stories, conveying both
the humor and frastration of grow-
ingup.

“Jelly Belly” (1981) s about o
fifth grader on a dlet, a subject

P ly. His most recent book,
“Bobby Baseball,” was doubtless
Inspired by Smith's two ambitions
when he was a youngster — to
wrlte books and to pitch for the
Brooklyn Dodgers. He and his wife
and two children are ardent

ball fans.

Deadline for rescrvationy s
Monday, Oct. 16. Send check for
$20 to Blrmingham Bloomlleld
Chitdren's Book and Author Soci-

00 W,
48012, Temple Beth El Is on the
northwest corner of 14 Mile and
‘Tetegraph, Bloomtield Township,
‘There 1s ample parking behind the
bullding,

Wayne honors art’s doers

Local art patrons and unlversity supporters
Paul and Sue Nine along with Gere Baskin of
Birmingham, Barbara Selinger of Farmington
and three other alumni will be honored at the
Arts Achievement Awards program at 4 p.m.
Saturday at Wayne State University.

The annual awards program |s part of the Cel-
ebration of the Arts, belng held Friday and Sat-
urday.

Other alumni to be honored are: art educatlon,
Alan Mette; English, Willlam Harris; music, Da-
vid Wagner; and theater, Frederick Coffin.

Activities are free and open to the public. The
celebration opens with readings of prose and po-
etry plus a new dramatic work by William
Harrls at 2 p.m,, Friday in 150 General Lectures
Auditorium,

A choice of three cvents is offcred at 8 p.m.
Friday. David Wagner wll) play compesitions by
Bach, Franch, Bohm, Hindemlth and Delphin
Strungk on the 50-rank pipe organ in the Com-
munity Arts Auditorlum; the Hilberry Theater
(577-2972) will present “Philodelphla Story” by
Philip Barry. The Bonstelle Theater (577-2961)
will feature "Mr. Roberts” by Thomas Heggen
and Joshua Logan.

A WSU Dance Faculty Concert at 2 p.m. in the
General Lectures Audltorlum will lead [nto the

of the Arts A Awards at

4 p.m. Saturday In the McGregor Mcmorlal Con-; B

ference Center, 4

An opening reccption for two exhibitions,
“Works of Art In Metal” by Alan Mette and
“Alumni Photography,” follows at 5:30 p.m. in
the Community Arts Gallery.

PAUL AND SUE NINE are belng honored for
thelr untiring support of the arts at the unlverst-
ty. Currently, Sue, who carned a bachclor’s de-
gree in speech, is vice president of the Understu-
dles (theater), committee member for the Pres)-
dent's Preview, chairman of the Welcome
Luncheen for the Hilberry Repertory Company
and co-chalr of the Hilberry end-of-season parly
for the company,

The Nines were co-chairs for the Lily Tomlin
benatit performance in 1988, She ls a board or
exccutive member of many Michigan service or-
gonizations and office manager for Nine and
Maiaster, his legal {lrm,

‘The Nines were awarded the WSU Alumnt As-
soclation Homer Strong Award in 1984. He also
recelved a Corporate Leadership Award in 1885,
He recelved a bachelor's degree In potitlcal sel-
ence and history in 1962 and a juris doctor de-
gree In 1966, gradunting flrst In his class. He Is
also president of the Grand Traverse Develop-
ment Co, in Traverse Clty.

‘Baskin, Birmingham, s director of the Detroit
Focus Gallery In Detrolt and publisher of the
Delrolt Focus Quarterly. Sho is the Mldwest rep-

Barbara of F
ot Oakland Community College and
was nomed teacher ol the year by Michi-
gan Dance Association in 1867.

a master’s In and a mas-
ter'a In art history,

Students at the Unlveraity of Hilnola at Urba-
na-Champaign have ranked Mette as an “Out-
standlng Teacher” each term since he became
assoclate professor in the spring of 1982, His art
work has been reviewed in natlonal and Interna-
tional journals, books and periodicals and pre-
sented in exhibitlons across the country, in Ja-
pan, West Germany and Canada. Mctte earned 2
bachelor-of-sclence in 1976, -

AS ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, chorcographer
and teacher for the Detrolt Dance Collective,
Selinger s accomplished in modern dance and
ballet. She Is an instructor at Cakland Communi-
ty College, a consultant for the Michigan Dance

! and has d semil-
nars and master classes, .

Selinger was an Instructor at WSU {rom 1977

1984, Her performances lnclude WSU from
i 1

in .C.; Ma-
comb Center for the Performing Arts; Interlo-
chen; and the Detroit Institute of Arts. She was
named Dance Teacher of the Year in 1987 by the

resentative for the Natlonsl of Art.
Ist Organizations In Washington, D.C. At WSU,
Baskin carned a bachelor's-of-sclence degree In

ance Sellnger earned a
master's In education In 1978,

Ploase turn 1o Page 12

Paul and Sue Nine of Bloomfield Hills
share an intercst in the arts, thelr alma
mater and business.

Gero Bnkln, Birmingham, is director of
Detroit Focus QGallaty and is Midwest

P tor the
tion of Artist Organizations in Washing-
ton D.C.




