The brick wall and hearth add emphasis to the Lentinis’ famlly roam.

House doesn’t “suddenly appear’ |

By Nora Richtar Groor
spacia! wrltor

You've selected architect, design,
builder and location. Now what?

“Don't expect your dream house to
suddenly appear,” sald Don Lutes, an
QOregon archltect. "Most people who
build houses do so once in a lifetime.
All thelr inspirations have to be ful-
filled in this one project. That re-
quires an ongoing dialogue between
archltect and homeowner.”

That dlalogue wlll determine the
success of your project. It's import-
ant to communicate effectlvely with
your architect, from the initlal
skeiches of your dream house to
your choice of interior finishes.

First, sit down with the architect
and discuss exactly what services
will be nceded. Basic services in-
clide sketches and construction doc-
uments but can also include supple-
mental services — and in-

The finishes on all surfaces of the
house need to be selected — from
kitchen counters to bathroom floors o

living room walls.

mal contract that spells out what
bath of you expect from the profes-
slonal relatlonship.

STANDARD CONTRACT forms
listing architectural services are
avatlable through the American In-
stitute of Architects (AIA). Make
sure you understand all items listed
in the agreement.

‘The design process usually begins
when the architect develops prelimi-
nary sketches of the Interior and ex-
terior of your dream house on
conversations about your needs and

From these frec-hand

terfor design, for example. The
services you and the architect agree
upon will serve as the basis of the
owner-architect agreement, the for-

drawings, you and the architeet can
discuss the deslgn clements that
work best for you. It the porch large
enough for entertaining? Should the

master bedroom be closer to the
stalrs? Do you need an addltional en-
trance to the kitchen from outside?

It Is Important you pay close at-
tention to every detail. Once you've
approved the deslgn cuncept, the ar-
chitect will use the sketches to pre-
pare detalled construction docu-
meuts the contractors will use to
bulld dream house.

The contractor Is usually hired
once you've selected an architect.
Some homeowners choose thelr own
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Shaping the dream
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dream house wili be located. Ask the
owners of custom-buill houses' you
particularly like for the name of

ea their architect.

contractors; the architect often re-
commends contractors who have
provided good serviee In the past. In
either case, check references and in-
spect the contractors’ current proj-
ccts. By dalng so, you'll be able to
judge the quallty of their workman-
ship from the laying of the founda-
tion to the installatlon of interior
moldings.

Meanwhile, you and the architect
will be choosing Interior finlshes for
your house. The finishes on all sur-
faces of the house need to be sclect-
ed —~ from kitchen counters to bath-
room floors 10 living roam walls.

1t's your business to be invelved in
cach phase of the project. Design
and budget declsions will have to be
made jolatly Lo kecp the project on
track. A key to success, Lutes sald, is
a strong working relationship.

Get a list of architects from the
Amerlcan Institute of Architects.
The Detrolt chapter is headed by

A Rae Dumke who can be reached at

965-4100. Ask for information about
recent architectural design award
winners in your arca and set up ap-
pointments with architcets to see
photographs of their work.

McCurry also suggests home-
buyers read srchitecture and bome
fashion magazines such as HOME
and Archltectural Digest, and archl-
tecture trade magazines such as AR-
CHITECTURE, Architectural
Record and Progresslve Architec.
ture. These publications will not only
help you identify architects whose
work you like, but will help reline
your understanding of current archi-
tectural styles,

ONCE YOU HAVE chosen the top
tirms on your list (usually three to
Ilve), begin the formal Interviews.
Describe your dream to the archi-
tect. What does be or she see as the
most important tssues or consldera-

sete

tlons? Ask to sce photographs of
projects the architect has worked on |
that are comparable to yours in size *
and Lype. Ask for names of owners’
you can contact. Ask each archltecet ©
to explain the speclfics of the dexign
and construction process and request
to meet any other members of the
design team who may be involved. ~
Don't ask for free drawings. Rec-*
ognize that the archltect is a profes-*
slonal who requires tme and effort
to develop sketches that adequalely
cxpress your ideay, °
Ask about compensation, Does the
archltecture firm want to be pald a
percentage of constructlon costs? Or
will payment be based on an hourly
rate? Or arc there other options?
Get an cstimate of anticipated total
hours required to design and admin- |
ister construction of your dream

house,

Designing your dream house is a
process that requires hundreds of de-
clslons. To make it rewarding, tuke
the time to find an architect you feel
comfortable with, one who Inspires
confidence and generates exeite-
ment about the project.

Once you've done that, you've al-
ready lald the foundation en which
your dream will be bullt.

+3 BR Ranchos

« 1% - 2% Baihs
* Full Basement
«Fully Carpated

1 blk, E. of Newburgh Rd.

Qpen toon 10 8 p.m.
(Clo30d Thurs.) or Call for Appt.
Dotle Canatruction Co.

Beautiful Van Lawn Park in Westland

FROM s82,900
« 18t Floor Laundry
« Cathedrsl Collinga

« Brick Fronts
+ Ceramle Tile Baths

Sales office focated In tzatlar on Chemy Hill I whspa

721-2959 Hijmnl |

2% &

«2 Car Att. Garage

»Pavod Stroat/
Sidowalks

« Excellent Schools
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The Maples

) Don’t lose your rate due
to construction delays.

Transohio's NEW CONSTRUCTION
RATE LOCK will secure your loan
rate for up to 270* days.

10 find out more aboul our
NEW CONSTRUCTION RATE LOCK
Call your Transohlo Representative at

258-6440

.

MORTGAGE COMPANY

A aubslidiary of Trensohio Bavings Denk with sesets of 8.5 billica.
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3 All Private Detached Condominiums 0 All Home-
sites are Wooded O 24 Hour Gatehouse Attendant

£] Private Home Security System [} Clubhouse and
Pool 3 2 Car Attached Garidge O First Floor Laundry

Room O Vaulted Ceilings O Fireplaces O Central Air
QA Ceramic Foyers [3 From $149,
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of Novi

If you love golf, you'll be right at “Home” at The
Maples of Novi.

Your new home will be surrounded by a picturesque
executive golf course.

Now you can own a beautifully designed detached
condominium home realistically priced for active
residents at Maple Greens from 513
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SALES AND DISPLAY OFFICE - 1
NOW OPEN, LOCATED IN KOVI

Houre: -
CALL (313) 669-1560 e zooon;sen.

DISTINCTIVE DEVELOPMENTS OF THE MAPLE GROUP:
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