O&E  Monday, Octobor 16, 1969

 Candidates debate
They give flood control high priority

By Noreen Flack
stotf wrlter

Improvements to Farmington Hills'
dratnage system must be a priority for the
new clty council that convenes following
the Nov. 7 election, counctl candidates

agree,

Damage from the June 21 flood caused a
health, safety and wellare threat to the
community, the candidates sald.

The 13 hopefuls appeared at a League of
Women Voters of the Farmlngton-West

Bloomficld Area candldates night Oct. 11 In
the city council chambers,

Ten are secking four regular council
terms and three are vylng to flll the re-
malning two years of former councilman
Joe Alkateeb’s four-year term,

ON OCT. 10, the city councll voted to ask
the Oakland County Drain Commission that
petitions be prepared to cstabllsh storm
draln improvement projects for the Minnow
Pond, Pebble Creck and Upper Rouge
dralnage districts.

Hills to spread drain
costs over entire city

Continued from Page 1

“To this day, many of the people In our arca
live in what can best be deseribed as utter ter-
ror whenever the skles cloud over, whenever
we have a day like today," Simon said, *You
must do something Immegdlately about this
flooding problem.”

COUNTY DRAINS will be established
through provislons of the state drain code. Thls
altows bonds to be sold by the drain commis-
sloner and costs apportloned to benefiting ju-
risdictlons. This is the way improvements
were made at the Caddell Draln at Grand Rlv-
erand 10 Mile.

A bond Issuc Is usually for 20 years and will
show up as a debt service cost in future budg-

"We're lookng at a levy of one-half (.5 mill}
10".65 mlll and It would be levied for the first
time In July 1990. It would raise between $1.2
miillon to $1.4 million. The impartant thing to
reillze is that we are moving forward to solve
this flood problem,” Costlek said.
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Farmington-area residents at 1
leakt 60 years of age can take advan- 1
tage of the Oakland Livingston
Human Service Agency senlor clt- I
zey-discount program, [}

' Photos to be laminated into plastie  §
idéntlflcatlon cards will be taken 10 ¢
am. to 2 p.m. Friday, Nev. 17,at the ¢
Farmington Hills Senlor Center in g
Meérey Center, 28600 11 Mile. 1

Lard bolders receive discounts 4
from merchants around the nation
on such items as auto parts, rust- 4
proafing, hair care, dry cleaning,
preseriptlon drugs and eyeglasses.

Prevlously, the Farmington Hills area suf-
fered through major storms on Sept. 30, 1981,
and June 25, 1968.

Farmington Hills homeowners with a home
with a market value of $120,000 will pay $30 to
$40 a year for debt service, “Slnce most of the
improvements are In Farmington Hills, a sub-
stantla) majority of the costs wi) be bome by
Farmington Hllls,” Costick said.

The exact amount of apportlonment will be
known In slx weeks to two months, he said.

IF THE entfrc $18.3 mllllon amount Is ap-
portioned to the city, it would represent a levy
of .65 mill. At a 20-year, 8-percent Interest
rate, the total cost would be $36.7 mlllion. Ata
25-year, 8.5-percent interest rate, the total cost
would be $44.1 millien.

Items that would affect the millage arc any
reduction that would be made through appor-
tionment to other communities, such as West
Bloomficld, Commerce Townshlp or Novi, and

West

in the K
brogke Manor area, near 13 Mile and Farm-
Ington Road, were angered after experienc-
Ing severe flood damage from the June 21
downpour. Damage could have been avald-
ed il the clty had maintained a proper
drafnage system, they sald.

Damage included walls covered with wa-
ter resldue; furniture and carpeting soaked;
and floor tiles lifted.

Many residents said the downpour caused
sewer water to back up and enter thelr
hemes through basement drains, bringlng in
leeches, algae and water Insects.

CANDIDATES FOR (he four regular
counctl terms had this to say about flood
control:

e Incumbent Phillp Ammold — “Every
resldent’s hiealth and safety deserves equal
protection, a basle governmental responsi-
bility. We must find a way to flnance these
Improvements.”

® Incumbent Ben Marks — “1 absolutely
support the plan. Unfortunately, It took too
long to get to thls stage, but we have made
a commltment to the clty of Farmington
Hills and to the areas affected by the flood.
‘Those people have suffcred cnough.”

® Incumbent Aldo Vagnorzi — "] was
for the program Immedtately., 1 am in faver
of the bonding proposal as being the fafrest
and qulckest way. But Jet’s not kid anybody.
It's not going to solve all of our problems,
We have to look to the future growth and
try to slow it down so we don't run Inte the
same problems.”

® Challenger Jonathan Grant — "I fully
suppart the resclution the clty adopted last
night (Oct. 10) and support their decision to
address this as 2 communlitywide problem.”

® Challenger Lawrence Lltchman (a
Kendallwood resident) — “I think the clty
council has made a commitment to the
's problem of the storm scwer

a possible increase depending on a
tlve costs charged by the county draln commis-
sion.
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mentation of the program is made in a
timely and effective manner.”

@ Challenger Albert Rosen — “The sew-
er problem strikes the core of communlty
health and welfare, We have no cholee but
to make sure the problem is taken care of
and ] think we should call on our senators
and in terms of
{or the plan."

@ Challenger George Sarklsian — “The
resldents of this city should not have to wor-
1y about flooding problems resulting from
inadequate city services. It Is almost cata-
strophic to get your home flooded by sew-
age”

# Challenger Bettye Stines — “When we
imptement improvements, we have to Jook
to the future and clty growth, and adjust for
the tong teem instead of the short term.”

@ Challenger Vernon Klelplnskl — “Our
city officials have had elght years Lo deat
with the problem. Now comcs 1989, another
flood problem. It Isn't just flood water, but
it is ugly sewage In the basements. I think

the city has a tot more explaining to do.”

® Challenger Ronald Ollverio had no
comment on the [l Issuc at the candl-
date’s night, but he said in a LWV voters
guide — “I will support the necessary im-
pravements te the flooding problem. I be-
eve In taking existing resources and using
them the most effectlvely.”

CANDIDATES FOR the speclal two-year
term had this to say:

® Incumbent Paul Sawerby — “We, as a
loving community, have to be responsible
for a1l of our residents.”

® Challenger Herbert Liner — “The
{looding situation in Farmington Hills has
to be catered to immediately and at no cost
to the homeowners. Full expense should be
on the part of the city no matter what other
programs have to suffer.”

o Challenger Nancy Bates — Raw sew-
age In resldent’s homes cannot be tolerated
by the community. "A drainage district
must be formed and funding grants sought.”
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