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Hills council hopefuls debate code of ethics

hy Noreen Flack
Btalt writer

Incumbent Paul Sowerby and
Nancy Bates and Her-

+ Council candldates ngree a code of
cthles should be adopted in Farming-
Jon Hills to set parameters of right
and wrong for city officlals and em-
ployees,

. But some candidates say a wrilten
code may not keep the bad guys out
of clty government.

Candidates were asked If the city
should adopt a cede of ethics durlng
a :candldates night Oct. 11. The
League of Women Voters of the West
Bloomfleld-Farmington Arca hosted
%,h;‘forum In the elty councl) cham-

B ,Tt:n candldates are secking four

bert Llner are seeking a special
term to {il the remalning two ycars
of former councliman Joe Alkateeb's
four-ycar term.

A four-member committee
Mayor Terry Sever, cily manager
Willlam Costick, Vagnozzj and Ar-
nald — gathered In August to write
the first draft of a code of ethics.

THE DRAFT (rowns on city offl-
clals and employees accepting sub-
stantlal gifts, either in-kind or mon-
cy; stresses the importance of ap-
pearances relating to preferentlal
treatment; and warns employees and
board members to take care not to

regular council terms:
Phillp Arnald, Ben Marks and Aldo
Vagnozzi and challengers Jonathan
Grant, Vernon Kielpinski, Lawrence
Litchman, Ronald Ollverlo, Albert
Résen, George Sarklslan and Bettye
Stines,

ly affect the of
the public or the Intcgrity of clty
government,

1 beljeve the code of ethles Is a
good idea so that everyone knows the
boundaries for the behavlar expects
ed of them as a representative of the

community,” Grant said. “It is up to
the resldents to make sure we are
electing cthlcal people and to know
who they are voting for.”

A code of ethles Is necessary now
and It was necessary two years ago
when the city turned it down,” Klel-
pinski sald, “The problems the clty
has experlenced since that time
would not have happened and some
of the people In office would not be
here.”

The code of ethles is wrltten to
meet the same purpose as the Ten
Commandments, Resen said, but be-
cause it Is wrltten docs not mean it
wlil be followed.

“A persenal code of conduct based
upon a Judeo-Christlan morality can
assure an ethical behavior, which
will benefit the body politic,” he
said.

“A CODE of ethics does nol war-
rant good conduct,” sald Stines.

Clarenceville group told

Bﬁ Marle Chestnoy
staft witter

‘The Wayne County Electlons Com-
<mission Wednesday repeatedly told
Jthrec members of a group trying to
-recall flve Clarenceville school trus-
[tees that they should pursue other

optlons than a recall If their goal is
to do away with the Clarenceville
*School Distrlct.
«For the second time, the commis-
-sloners rejected sample petitlons
presented for approval by the Com-
:munity to Dlssolve Clarenceville,
» . 'The commissloners sald they re-
‘jected the second set of petitions for
.the same reason they rejected the
< flrst set submitted by the group In
+ September. The commissloners said
> the petltlons were vague and lacked
¢ cJarity.
‘ “We're dealing wlth clarity here,"
t sald Wayne County clerk James Kil-
leen, who served as commisslon
{ chalrman. “To ask the board teo an-
» swer for something that has a com-

"r plete legal rellef In another area —
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and not explain thosc reasons clearly
to vaters - makes the petitlons so
vague a3 to be meanlngless."

JOHN SHANTZ, attorney repre-
senting the school dlstrict, outlined
two routes the group could take to do
away wlith the district: consolldatlon
and annexatlon.

After the hearing, group members
Susan Gonzales, Tammy laconelll
and Renee Wallace sald they will
follow Shantz’s advlce and begln the
process of annexation. They sald

they also wlll talk to an atterney.

Undaunted by their two rejections,
they also sald they would rewrite the
petitlons and resubmit them to the
commission, thus pursulng their goal
of dolng away with the district on
two fronts.

The group wants to recall five of
the seven school trustees and elect a
school board that would be wllling,
desplte thele own personal vicws, to
put the Issue of dissolving the dis-
trict on (he ballot.

‘The women said the current board
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“Resldents can use neighborhood In-
volvement (by an elected officlal) as
a form of checklng on thelr cthles.
Accountabllity should set preced-
ence.”

Litchman agreed the code doesn’t
guarantee cthical conduct.

“Resldents have Lo look at the can-
dldates’ record and make sure they
are electlng the best-quatificd people
to serve,” he safd. “There Is no bet-
ter proof of ethlcal conduct than by
looking at someone’s recard.”

“I support the code of ethics as a
guideline, but [ also agree that you
can analyze a person by thelr
record,” Marks sald. “Look at thelr
record and what they have contrib-
uted to the communlty in the past.”

"1 don't think you can look at
someone’s record and declde that
they are an ethical person,” Sarki-
slan sald. “If a clty councll member
has broken the code of ethics or bro-
ken the law, they should be dis-
missed or replaced.”

to drop

has refused to pass such a resolution.

Their ultimate goal Is to see the
Clarenceville school distrlct annexed
by both the Livenla and Farmingion
HIl!s school district, with Eight Mite
Road the dlviding ilne,

Under this annexatlon, students
north of Elght Mlle would go to
Farmington Publlc Schools, students
south of Eight Mile in Livonia and
Redford would go to Livenla Public
Schools.

Group members said they seck an-
nexation because they belleve the

There's no reason not Lo support a

code of ethics, especially in light of

past cthlcal cases that have stirred
controversy, Oliverio sald.

“Recently, members of clty coun-
il have been nccused of certaln co-
2ylng up to developers and there are
several other situations that I feel
can be riddled with unethlcal behav-
for," ho said.

Arnold supports a code of cthics
but questfons the ethleal behavier of
some members of the publle.

“Certain members of the public
seem to infer that there is uncthical
behavlor by members of the couneil,
but have offered no proof of It,” he
said. “I suggest that that is perhaps
unethlcal.”

1 support a code of ethles,” Vag-
nozzl sald. “That is why I have spon-
sored, and am pushing hard, for
adoptlon of a code of ethics to be ef-
fective by the time the new councli
takes offlce, The code must include
penalty provislons, including remov-

recall st

educatlon students recelve in
Clarencevllle is inferior to that
recelved by students in Livenla and
Farmingion,

AT THE hearing, Shantz sald the
school board does not have to put the
Issuc on the ballot.

He also said it Is unfair for the dis-
trict to pay the blll for a frivolous
electlon.

“It's thelr duty not to spend public
{funds If there Is no proper basis for
ihe clectlon,” Shantz sald.

While the board does not have to

{
al from ofifce for fagrant viola-
tions."

THE THREE candidates for the
speclal two-year lerm had this Lo say
about a code of ethics:

® Bates — “An office holder, in
order to successtully lead, must be
beyond questlon of misconduct. Hon.
or, Integrity, cthical behavlor have
been, and will' be, the hatlmarks of
my scrvice to !his community.”

® Liner — I perceive ethics as it
applles.to me as a city councll mem-
ber to be absolutely above reproach.
‘To ensure proper cthics by elected
and appointed officlals, we should
appoint an ethles commillee as is
appolnted in the U.S. Congress,”

® Sowerby — “Isupport a code of
cthics, but I believe an individual ei-
ther knows the'difference between
right and wrong or doesn't. [ belleve
that when you hold public offlce, you
are held to a higher standard.”

rategy

hold an election, the board does have
the authority to do it, Jaconelll said.

If a recall clection s held and the
board 13 not recailed, Gonzales sald
the group would give up its quest.

County corporate counsel Willlam
Mclntyre said the recall had nothing
to do with elther tactle, annexatlon
or consolldation.

“There's only one question ta be
consldered here, whether it's clear
or not,” Mclntyre said, “It's not
whether it Is true or not, or accom-
plishable or not.™
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