Mayor opposes school finance plans

Fellow Farmington Hilts City
Council members Monday gave no
support to Mayor Terry Sever's re-
quest to opposc both state school
]lln;\llL‘E propasals on the Nov. 7 bal-

ot.

“This |3 something that slrh:lly be-
longs tn the school board area,” sald
councliman Aldo Vagnozzi. "We
shouldn't get Involved in thelr affairs
{‘rl\!;u]x!:c they shouldn’t get involved

Proposal A would increase the
sales/use tax from 4 cenis to 4.5
cenis per doltar and

taxes, sct permanent school opera-
ting mlllages not subject to voter re-
newal, and constitutlonally dedicate
maoney for local schools.

In a statement to fellow council
members Oct. 9, Sever sald he heard
arguments about boih proposals at a
recent Michlgan Munieipal League
conference in Marquette,

SEVER CALLED Proposal A “an
increase In taxes without addressing
property tax relief.” He sald Propos-
al B ”is an unfair tax to commercial,

designate money for local schools,
Proposal B would increase the

sales/use tax from 4 cents to 6 cents

per dollar, reduce school property

office and ind asking them to
pay 45 percent more than reskden-
tial.”

“The two praposals comling for-
ward, nelther one had cpough sup-

port in Lansing to get the necessary
votes to make them law and that, in
{tself, (ells me that nelther plan is
fair to everyone,” he sald. And our
state Legislature should develop a
plan that s faie for everyone.

“I'!m concerned about the impact
it will have on the community.”

Sever added that the proposals
would hurt Farmington Hlils.

“‘Qur school system in Farmington
Hills would become more dependent
on state fundlng and cltimately lose
control in the future.” he said. "We
should help fix other school districts,
out not at the expense of jeopardiz-
ing our own quality educatlon pro-
gram in Farmington Hills.”

On Oct. 9, councilwoman Jean Fox

C'ville board urges support for

By Marlo Chesinoy
statd writer

In the hopes that one will pass,
Clarenceville schoal officials last
Thursday urged a yes vote on both
state school tax proposals that will
appear on the Nov. 7 ballot.

School board members sald they
backed both Proposal A and Propos-

alB.

“There's lots to be sald about
both,” sait superintendent Jerry
Monteclllo. “If they benefit the en-

tire state, then they're good for our
school district. We should vote yes
on both.”

The distriet includes parts ef Livo.
nia, Redford and Farmington Hills.

PROPOSAL A raises the state
sales tax one-half cent, from 4 cents
t04.5 cents.

The state wouid distribute the
money generated by the tax increase
to local school districts. The propos.
al would not affect local property
taxes,
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Proposal B raises the state sales
tax two cents, from 4 cents to 6
cents.

It would reduce school property
taxes, sct permanent school opera-
ting tax rates not subject to voter re-
newal and required that the money
be given to local school districts.

IF BOTH proposals pass, the one
with the higher number of votes
wauld take effect.

Trustee Michael Manore said one
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concurred with Sever. Nejther pro-
posal, she sald, Is “In the best Inter-
eats of the community.”

This past Monday, councilman
Ben Marks sald he was agatnst both

roposals, but agreed the council
should not take any action.

“We have to be careful about get-
ting Involved with their (school
board) lxsues,” Vagnozzi sald, “We
want to make sure we don't make
any declsions that could hurt Farm-
ingion In the long run.

“Proposal B might bave some Lax
relied,” he said. “It may not be a so-
tutlon, but it might be a partial
help,” partlcularly, he said, for the
clderly, the widowed and those on a
fixed Income.

tax plans

blg plus of both proposals is that
moncy recelved by the state from
the boost In he sales tax could only
be spent for education.

“It's not like the lottery, where
they got the money and then took an
equal amount of money (destlned for
educatlon) from the general fund,”
Manore said. “We ended up getting
not one dollar more for education.™

Livonia Public Schools strongly
condemned Proposal B and stopped
short of recommending that resi-
dents vole for Proposal A,
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here's still
a tear on

Sara’s cheek

Sara’s teenage brother is drinking

and smoking pot.

taken her trick-or-treating. This year
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Ever since she could walk he has (

she tagged along with a friend
because her brother broke his
promise on this special night.
“Deesn't he like me anymore,” she
wonders.

If your teen is in trouble with
chemicals, get help now, Bring him,
or her, back into the family circle.
Call Maplegrove for an evaluation.

Our outpatient nnd residential
programs have helped more than 500
teens begin their recovery from
alcohol or other drug addiction.

Maplegrove Youth
Treatment Center :
6773 West Maple Road

Woest Bloomfield, MI 48322

313-661-6502
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HealthCare Corporation

“Trestment ls covered in whole or in part under most
medieal lnsurance.
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