Signs don’t point to
less use of libraries

IT MAY BE A myth that people
Just aren't reading any more because
librarles are blg news in our sub.
urbs. !

New llbraries, library expansions
and battles over library fees are
making front page ncws In commun.
Ities fram Canton to Rochester Hills.

For example:

# In Farmington Hllls, vaters are
looking at two llbrary questions on
their Nov, 7 ballot — a bond issue
for a new maln branch [n the Farm-
ington/Farmington Hllls system and
a millage for operatlons,

& In the Rochester area, a new |1
brary in Rochester Hlils will replace
the small, centrally located onc in
the heart of the city — but where it
will finally go — Is sti}} being deter-
mined.

® Canton Townshlp last ycar
opened a new maln library next to
township hall.

@ Livonia last ycar completed a
spanking new maln library, and
voted 1 mill forever to keep lts
three-branch system up (o date.

® West Bloomficld Township,
which built a new main library in
1983, 1ast year finished an expanslon
of both the main library and a
branch.

@ Bloomiield Townshlp last

To me, the answer I3 two-fold.
Peaple ARE reading. And libraries,
rising to the needs of today’s mere
social, visually oriented society,
aren't the silent, grim places they
have been In the past.

Besldes books, thelr offerings in-
clude: lecture and discusslon series,

of ita Jibrary, one of the two llbraries
of the Birmingham-Bloomiicld sys-
tem.

@ Surrounding communlties,
whlch must pay to use the Birming-
ham-Bloomifleld 1lbrarles, are ques-
tioning the amounts being asked,
whlle recognizing their value to thelr
resldents.

® Of the Obscrver & Eccentric
suburbs, only Westland voters have
contlnually refused to pay for a com-
munlty library at all and must con-
tract for service from nelghboring
Wayne.

YES, IT'S true that hot growth
areas like Canton, West Bloomfield
and greater Rochester are expand-
ing thelr libraries to meet their
growing papulations. But, then, how
do you explain Llvonia and Bloom-

3pring p

field Townshlp, which have more
stable ?

places for vi-
deo rentals, chlldren’s programs and
services for the handicapped.

Last Thursday evening, for exam-
ple, I attended a meeting of a com-
munlty group in a downstalrs meet-
ing room at Birmlngham's Baldwin
Library. Abave was a low hum of en-
ergy as students researched papers,
adults browsed for books or read
past newspapers and parents helped
young children find just the right sto.
ry beok.

Alter the meeting, about 15 min-
utes after closing, a few young peo-
ple were stlll congregated on the
steps.

Many of our comsmunities bemoan
the fact they don't have community
centers, especially places for young
people to gather. Maybe, we've had
them all the time.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing cditer for the Ouklund
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

Interviewing — It’s not
as easy as it may seem

GETTING AN Interview from
some members of the counterculture
is a coup. It's not taken lightly.

When a subject Is contraversial,
it's espectally significant.

"We don't give Interviews,” gruf-
fly said a man who calls himself
Larry Goldbetter Oct. 2 the first
time 1 called him for a response.
“1t's polley. They (interviews) don’t
turn out right. Nothing personal.”

Goldbetter is a spokesman for the
International Committee  Against
Racism (InCAR), which galned noto-
riety during the peace march for ra-
cial harmeony on Sunday in Farming-
ton. Onc InCAR member from De-
troit was charged with dlsorderly
conduct.

The mllltant group believes In a
six-hour day for eight hours pay;
busing for Integration; no deporta-
tion for immigrants; mass move-
ment and violence to “smash” Nazis
in retribution for historical white su-
premacy acts of vlolence.

WHEN THE nco-Nazis 5.8. Action
Group pulled out of Sunday’s mareh,
InCAR decided to come anyway to
assert thelr views.

By Oct. 11, their medla policy was
reassessed and I recelved both a call
and a visit from Goldbetier and
three InCAR members.

I clearly had an exclusive, Gold-
better, a natlve New Yorker, Is a 20-
year InCAR member and full-time
organizer. A product of a blue-collar

Sue Buck

Oftentimes, an
interview subject tinds
difficulty realizing that
areporler is nota
friend.

family, his father worked as a fur-
rier in the garment district of New
York.

True to hls word, I was the only
member of the medla Goldbetter
called after the peace march,

InCAR's next effort is a fund-ra-
Iser for striking coal miners in West
Virginla. Sometimes, non-journalists
don't understand why journalists
even bother {o talk fo some people.
Pretending these people do not exist
or ignoring the situatlon doesn't
make it go away or solve underlying
problems.

Oftentimes, an interview subject
finds difficulty realizing that a re-
porter is not a friend.

FOR A time, §.5. Action Group
founder John Moriarty, aka John Re-
Ich, who planned to protest the peace

march, also limited interviews 10
just me. We spoke during four, one-
hour Interviews.

"You know, nobody has ever ques-
tioped me this heavily,” he sald.

The last time ! spoke with Moriar-
ty on Oct. 1k, after I ran his real
name, he scemed upset and I told
him so. 1 asked him if he didn't feel
he would be a sitting duck with In-
CAR planning to attend. He admit-
ted that InCAR always out-
numbered his group, 2-to-1.

“I don't xnow why (march organiz-
cr Derwin) Sucress doesn't cancel
his march,” Meriarty said, adding
he had been threatened with a rifle.
Friday, while I was on assignment,
Mortarty called the media and can-
celed.

A source close to the Moriarty
famlly, who I also interviewed, cred-
ited my call as an alarm that “’prob-
ably averted some real tragedy.”

MY REPORTER’S credo s sim-
ple: fairness, accessibility and an
open-door paticy for diverse ideas.
1've done Interviews in a helicopter,
over bathroom washbasins, in smelly
factories and in shelters for the
homeless. Whether or not I agree
with the subject’s Ideology misses
the point.

For this issue. all three television
news statlons called me and hank-
ered for information.

But I got It first.

Susan Buck is a staff writer for
the Farmington Observer,
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can design exactly
the furniture you want.

Don't compromise. Select from more than 1,000 designer fabrics; and
500 styles of sofas, loveseats, sleepers, sectionals, chalirs and recliners.
35 day delivery. Lifetime frame, spring and cushion warranty. Two-year
{abric warranty. Sensible prices.

Clawson Showroom
& Clearance Center
126 E. 14 Mile
Just east of
Livernois
583-1475
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points of view

More letters to the editor. . .

Work to curb
medical costs

To the edltor:

Medicare recipicnts now pay more
of thelr income for out of pocket
health care costs than before Medi-
care was created, all while doctors®
Incomes have surged.

That's why I applaud U.S. Sen.
Donald Riegle, D-Mich., for taking
Issue with physiclans' salarles,

‘Things as they are, I support the
Michigan Citizens Lobby In urging
Congress to requlre a 3-year “man-
datory assignment” where physi-
cians shall be forced to consider the
Medlcare payment as payment in
full.

Plus, we nced to prohiblt doctor
overcharges in cases where there is
no meaningful choice of doclor made
(radiologists, ctc.)

And let's relieve our Medicare
seniors {from paperwork by requiring
doctors to submit all claims directly
to Medicare.

Let's hit hard to lower medical
costs for those they hit hardest —
our elderly and disabled citizens.

Timotby Lachowskl,
Farmiogtoo Hills

Requests are
called biased

To the editor:

1 read Vince Chiaravalli's letter
(Oct, 5) regarding Mr. Derwin Suc-
cess, and I couldn’t agree more,

1 would like to votce a few of my
own observations.

Mr. Success wants to promote
black awareness in Farmington
Does he really think there is anyone
in the community who does not know
there are blacks in Michigan?

Regarding his “blracial task
force,” Webster's Dictionary definl.
tion of “biracial” is: *. . . ef, rclat-
ing to, or involving members of two
races.” By his awn cholce of words,
he has eliminated the possibility of
having more than two races serve on
such a task force. Kind of a bigoted
approach, isn't it?

I {ind Mr. Success's requests inso-

lent, biased and tiresome. Racial

equallty and harmony does not mean
tipping the scales In favar of his par-
ticular cthnic group.

1 Mr. Success wants to be a here
to a cause, why doesn’t he pursue
something worthwhlle, such as feed-
ing the hungry or housing the home-
less?

Marjorle Beck,
Farmington Hitls

Coverage
distorting

To the editor:
This letter is being written Friday,
.13,

1 do not know how many people
are going to actively participate in
the now-infameus peace march (or is
{t a fove parade?) onSunday, Oct. 15
— or how many curious onlookers
might give the cvent a few casual
minutes.

1 do know that the media will
bombard me with stories and pic-
tures and commentary - again —
regardless of the number of active
participants.

Why does the media — the Ob-
server Included - continue to dis-
tort reality? The time, frequency,
and space the Observer has dedicat-
ed to these {ringe elements has no
relatlonship to the import, impact
and/or community Involvement of
the people or the event.

During the last few weeks, when
the Observer was loaded with suc-
cessive stories concerning Success
(and known reactlonary (fringe
groups), we did not see one column
inch, one picture, one story, nothing,
about the:

® hundreds of multi-racial high
schoa! students building floats for
Homecoming in neighberhood ga-
rages;

® hundreds of multi-racial high
school students and parents wha par-
ticipated in an awards ceremony
(honoring 3.3 GPAs):

® The '89/90 Junior Achlevement
Program that involved business vol-
unteers and multi-racial students
from each of the high schools:

® The Saturday, Oct. 14, parade
that will involve hundreds of muli-

racial students and parents,

The Observer will jump on the mi-
norlty of students, parents, business.
es, cte., for not meeting thelr Indi-
vidual and collective cbligatlons
when they don’t, but ignores the hun-
dreds when they do, no stories, no
lists of names, no pictures, nothing.

Reading the Observer during the
past few weeks gives a gross distor-
tlon of what is happening in the
Farmlngion community.

Why docs the Observer scem to
define reality as the extreme, the ec-
centric, the fringe, the exceptlon or
the weird? Why can’t the Observer
present reallty — rather than dlstor-

tions?
John Miller,
Farmlngton Hills

Citizens must
get involved

To the editor:

Recently, we cbserved United
States Constitution Week, and on
Sept. 24, commemorated the 200th
anniversary of the establlshment of
the federal court system.

The Importance of these events
are self evident.

While we arc remembering these
vital past milestones, we must also
recall the preamble of the Constitu-
tion that charges us to continue this
Incredible republic. It says in part,
"We the People of the United States,
in order to form a more perfect
Union. . ."

in order for a democracy to Nour-
Ish, it must have the involvement of
the people. In the past, they had *a
call to arms,”now we might label it
“a cull to ¢ivic Involvement.”

Get involved In worthy causes
such as the anti-substance abuse ef-
forts, and by all means, vote In the
rapidly approachling electfons.

With this commitment on the peo-
ple's behalf, our chlidren will cele-
brate 300-year milestones, '

Micknel J. Bouckard,
Farmiogton Area Commitiee
oo the Bicentenninl

of the US. Constitation
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E VERY COAT —
A PRECIOUS
POSSESSION!

*
25% off
‘ 279.99 to 779.99

Livery one is a blend of

| sumething precious—mohair,

and meltons.
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alpaca, camelhair, cashmere

Some teimmed with the dash of
a beaver collar or the status of fox.
own, vur exclusive fox trimmed
cazhmere and lambswool wrap by
.G ook, 779.99 arig. 1070.
WHee names:

Bill Blass o Christian Dior
J.G. Hook o Paul Levy » Steve
Ty minses and pelite sizes 4 to 14,
Qriginally 375.00 to 1070,

*Off regular and original prices.

_ Loal & Teglor, Caitlane, Lakesids, Twelve O

Sale ends Octaber 28th,
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