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Hns dream is to write children’s books

By Carolyn DeMarco
statf writer
“Welcome to Camp Barry.”

Camp Barry is the Kecgo Harbor

dren's book auther, Did we mention
bachelor?

And “Welcome to Camp Barry,” Is
the greeting supplied by the enthusi-
uuc, youlhlnl Barry Rudner on the

ering machine and at the door

o( hls tiny, uniquely furnished, slight.
ly Bobemlan home, a short stone's
lhmw from Cass Lake. “Not much
bigger than most people’s closet,” Is
bow Rudner describes the 450-
square-foot home to visitors. He
gives the grand tour from a single
spot in the middle of the comblna-
tion lving room-dlning room-kitch-

Barry Rudner grow up in Farmington Hills
thinking he wanted to bo a doctor until the
writing bug hit. His first publshed book, “The

en—o(ﬂl:e

THE BOOMS from three wind-
surfers sit 1 the corper. In the bath-

“Oh my God, are there three? Yes-
terday there were two. They must be
breedlng agaln,” he says. -

He shares Camp Barry's space
with Woman, bls generic caL “She
.wrto(loob like a speed bump,
udner says by way o!
hllmducllon “sort of like. . .dirt.”

About the home: “It's a cottage,
but without the lake [t would fust be
a shack . . . the house s pald for.
I'm living free and I'm allowed to do
what I want todo.”

What he wants to do most is write
children’s books. What he wants al-
most as much is to get them pub-

od.

lished.
“1'd love to be able to write chil-
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dren's books for the rest of my life,”
he said.

The dream is beginning to come
true. Last month his Ilustrated
paperback book, “The Littlest Tall
Fellow,” was released by a new chil-
dren's publishing firm, Tiny Thought

The book was rejected by 28 pub-
Tlshers before aceeptance, In general
his works have, In hls own words,
“been rejected by every major pub-
lsher at least four times. I have not
been an instantancous success.”

The turning point came last year
when Rudner sent his manuseript,
with lllustratlons by Connectlcut
sculptor Thomas Fahsbender, to o
well-known author-fllustrator. The
reply sald, “Throw away the writer.
The illustrations are great.”

He querled a llterary agent who
replled, “The writlng's great; throw
away the illustrator.”

“That gave me hope,” Rudner
said. “Two professionals couldn't
agree.”

RUDNER HAS been writing for 10
years, since he was in graduate
schoal, Up until then he was normal,

standlog.”

Al I:llry tales, Rudner belleves,
have the same basic clements —
fantasy, recovery from despalr, cs-
cape from predicament and consola-
tlon or revelation.

Rudner’s alm is to glve dlgnlly tu
the smallest

he Insists, He grew up in
Hills, son of Ellen and Ted, brother
of Heldl, and twin brother of Ben-
nlell. now palntlng houses In Callfor-
nla.

He graduated in 1972 from North
Farmington High School and went on
to Alblon College, where he earned &
bachelor’s degree [n biology and re-
liglous studies with time out for a
stint at Hebrew Universlty. ("I'm not
a religlous person but Iam a man of

In 1977 he moved to Lansing “to
play in graduate school, I was belng
trained as a scientist. I thought I
wanted to be a doctor when I was hit
with the writing bug.”

His first writing venture was
about Lassle, his tollet-tralned cat.
He returned to Detrolt to work at his
“real job,” as business forms and
printing salesman fn the family busl-
ness, Great Lakes Printing. The Job
means long hours in hls car during
the day and writing on his home
computer at night “untl) T deop, 1
brood every day. I'm constantly
brooding, percolating while I'm driv-
;ng. '!'m In my car 100-150 miles a

ay.”

Rudner spent three years
researching children’s literalure
while writing. “I llke Shel Silver-
steln, Maurice Sendak, Jane Yolen
and Dr. Scuss. He's been the most in-
fluential."

“IF I had to categorize my writ-
Ing," Rudner says, "I would say that
I am a writer of modern day fairy
tales. Whether they arc written In
prosc or verse they still follow the
basic elements and structure of a
falry tale. Fairy tales address the
fears and desires of children, which
are not necessarlly based on the laws

Littlest Tall Fellow” ~ for children — is now
available from Little Professor and Border

of physlcs, but the laws
of imaginatlon, which have no rules.
Fairy tales, therefore, address what
Is true In the mind of a chlld, but not
necessarlly what is real: their under-

chlld-raising today. When Lhe l.ld
starts to crawl or say ‘da-da’ all hell
breaks Joose, It's the greatest thing
since sliced bread.”

“The Littlest Tall Fellow"” reflects
that. It has nothing to do with sue-

cess and crossing the finish line, and
everything to do with showing up at
the starting lne. It's about reaching
for dreams, like dreams of being a
children’s book author, i
About his own reaching, Rudner
says:, “If it burts more to glve it up
than (o do [t, then I think you renlly
have 110 cholee but to go on. I've had
a lot of people criticlze my w-ru.lng.
but no one ever told me to stop,”
“The Littlest Tall Fellow" is
available at Little Profcssor and
Borders book stores for §3.95.

Enroliment for study
in Jerusalem opens

Project Discovery, a Detroit high
schoot program in Isracl, is enrolling
students for spring 1990 scmester.
The program offers 10th and 1Ith
grade students the opportunlty to
study in Jerusalem.

The project’s coursework corre-
sponds with the Michigan Public
Schools requirements.

Nineteen participants took part In
the program last year. Beajl Wilenk-
en a West Bloom(leld junior says, “I
have matured a great deal through
this experlence. 1 understand much

better what Israel ks all about, It was
the best experience of my life.”

Appllcants should have above-av-
erage scholastle achlevement.

The program is co-sponsored by
the Jewlsh Welfare Federatlop, the
Isra¢l Program Center and the
Agency for Jewlsh Education, and
subsldized by the Jewish Welfare
Federation.

For further information or an ap-
pllcatlon, call Yefet Ozery at 681-
5440 or Ofra Fisher at 354-1050.

Don’t Be Left Out
In The Cold!

Nothing is better for holiday
glit-giving than a custom
designed hand knlt sweater
or afgan from Julia's.
Ordnr early for the
holidays.
Beginning and Advanced

Kauitting Classes now
forming. Call for

detalls,

Julia Knit Studio
32800 Franklin Itd. « Downtown Franklin
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A Frighteningly Fun Pre-Halloween Party, with
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+ Carpet and Upholstery
+ Modutar C t Thies

DALTON COMMERCIAL CLEANING CORP.
Commercial/Resldential
Wet and Dry Cleaning Systems

353-8050

+Custom cm.mmm Programa
+Walls, Fabric Panels, Workstations
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forchrpetcars servicu,

time to register with Selective

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's

at any U.S. Post Office.

wag,

It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

Service

FUN & GAMES

+« BEING OVERWEIGHT [S NOT

» IT'S NOT YOUR FAULT!

+ FOR A BRIEF PRE-RECORDED
EXPLANATION -

CALL
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SWEETEST DA Special Someone

Saturday, October 21st« Open Saturday 8 a.m.
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Inneed of a

DENTIST?

Top
Shop

"WE EMPLOY QUALITY CRAFTSMEN ONLY"
complete

KITCHEN ../
BATHHOOM REMODELING

DESIGN & INSTALLA'
CUSTOM WOOD & FOFIMICA' CABINETB

KITCHEN CABINET
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Fancy Grade
Ca rnations

...Let’s ger acquainred

We d llke to tell you about the

WHITE & BRIGHT SYSTEM

) Plus a Large Salection Of:
+ Dish Gardens ¢ Plush Anlmals

available for whitening your teeth ,

« Torrarlums « Glfts .

» Mylar Balloons « Follage Plants m KOHLER m !

F. » Fresh Arrangements * Assorted Cut Flowers '
FREE Relfncs for full or « Silk Arrangements « Potted Flowering WED m
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of Your Dental
Jasurance Plan

“While You Wait!”

We WELCOME You At
Pesis Family Dental Center
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