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Librarian taking part in national symposium

Farml C Library

branch head Clara Bolirer is one of
50 librarians nationwide invited to
participate In a symposium spon-
sored by the Library of Congress.

The theme of the meeting, to be In
Washington, D.C. Nov. 15-16, s
“Learning Opportunities for Chil-
dren Through lernry Partnerships
wlith Other Agencles."”

The mecting is one of the final ac-
tivities ptanned nationally to cele-
brate 1989 as the “Year of the Young
Reader,” so declared by presidential
proclamation.

Alse Invited to partictpate in the

are 50 repl of
national child advocacy groups, such
a3 the Children’s Defense Fund, Chil-
dren's Television Workshop, Head-
start Bureae, Natlonal Black Child
Development Institute, and the Na-
tlonal Associatlon for the Education
of Young Children, among others.

THE LIDRARJANS will be palred

of carly as it
relates to later lnnmlng.

There have been several reports
from the U.S. Office of Education,
such as “A Natlon at Risk™ and “Be-
coming A Nation of Readers," which
relnforce the role families can play
and the value of chlldren learning
reading readiness skills.

Bohrer began her library career
as a children's libracian. She has

with the other agency
tlves to explore means of better co-

d an active par on
in the childu'ns tield, allhuugh she

operation between these organi:
tions en the local level, Much focus
has been placed on the Importance

WLS plan would

By Darrell Clom
stat! writer

A push to revive American Indian
education programs in the Walled
Lake Consolidated School District
has  begun, although coordinater
Charlotte McKeough knows the task
will be difflcult.

The district Includes northwest
Farmington Hills.

Due to inadequate federal funding,
stringent program guidelines and
difficultles in identifylng siudents of
Indian heritage, many schoo) dis-
tricts have abandoned Indlan educa-
tion altogether.

Yet some districts remain dedicat-
ed to helping Indian students learn
that Just because the history books
say Columbus discovered America,
there's more to the story i puplls
read between the lines.

That’'s why McKeough, on a
meager budget of about $15,000,
plans this school year to solicit all
the support she can to improve ser-
vices for an estimated 90 to 100
Walled Lake students of Indian heri-
tage.

Among her goals:

Great Pumpkin
to make visit

The Great Pumpkin will once
agaln visit a local real estate firm.

Free pumpklins will be given away
from noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct, 22,
at Ralph Manuel Associates, 32961
Middlebelt, Farmington Hills.

One putnpkin per chlld Is the rule
«~ and Mom and Dad can get in on
‘Halloween with a fre¢ pumpkin
‘bread rectpe.

Give
yourself
ahand
‘against breast
‘cancer

‘Breast self-mmunuon is easy,
'lnh:only a few minutes and can
Be performed in the privacy of
“yourown home, It’s an important
“woy you can detect eanly and
“highly cumble breast cancer.
:Ihmugh monthly breast self-
emmlmuons, you will lcarn how

normal breast tssue fecls

“most breast Jumps are ' found by
ynm:mhansdvs.

lﬁk& cantrod of your bedy and yeur

ife.

%Mnh: breast sr.lf—mn'umucn a

e Establish an after-school tu-
toring program to help Indian stu-
dents imprave their classroom skills.

& Set up a special llbrary of
books, videos and music tapes on In-
dian culture.

® Conduct a program nceds as-
sessment in which Indian students
and their families, teachers and
counselors will identify ways the dis-
trict ean improve in such areas as
Indian art and hlistory, field trips,
cultural enrichment classes, scholac-
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now has
ties for the Farmington Cnmmnml)
Library.

Within the Americun Llbrary As-
sociation, Bohrer chalred the Public
Library Associatlon Service to Chil-
dren Committee from 1985-87.

She is currently planning a nation-
al workshop, to be in Chicago In
March, 1990, “How to Get the Very
Best Preschool Services.”

Bobrer has alse served as ihe
Amcrican Library Association lai-
son to the International Reading As-
sociation since 1982,

BOHRER HAS also served on the
two prrsll;;laus American Library

award-winnlng books In children's
Ilterature. She was on the Caldecott
Committee in 1982 10 select the book
best {llusirated. In 1986, she served
on the Newberry Committee, which
sclected the hest written children’s
book, published in that year.

The Library of Congress staff in-
terviewed Bohrer regarding the
Farmingtion Cummunny Library
preschool services. The Farmington
libraries serve as a resource model
for onc of the papers 10 be presenied
at the November symposivm. The
public library works with many or-

that select

in the y to em

revive Indian education p

ships and counseling.

& Organize epen houses at each
school.

® Plan seasonal trips in which
Indian students can attend camps
and learn about their culture from
Indian clders and professionals, who
can serve as positive role models.

McKeough, who has some Chero-
kee Indian roots of her awn, already
has launched efforts to draw ore
attention te [ndian education. She
visited 15 public schoels in the
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Walled Lake district on Sept. 22 —
Michigan Indian Day — to distribute
materials and let teachers know
about the project. And she has set up
window displays at some schools to
promote Indian education.

Morcover, a newsletter called
“Smoke Signals™ will contain fndian
slorivs and poems, and 1t will keep
Walled Lake schools informied of
progress in the district’s Indian edu-
cation pregram.

McKeough said she receives as-
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sistance from a committee of par-
ents concerned about Indian educa-
tion.

Pam Dunham, the state's coordi-
nator for Indtan education, said
there are nearly 12,500 students with
Indian heritage enrolled in Michigan
public schools, although some might
have been overlooked. Officials say
the Indian population also was un.
dercounted in the 1980 federat cen-

sus.
Officials said the aim of Indian ¢d-

phasize the importance of reading
for chlldren,

“Qur library has had an excellent
reputation for its children’s services
since the early 19705, sald library
director Beverly Papat. “The Li-
brary of Congress s honoring both
Clara Bohrer for her personal
knawledge of children's services, as
well as henoring our Ilbmry for its
approach to this area.”

Bohrer has worked at the Farm-
ington Community Library since
1982. She has master's degrees In il
brary science, as well as In rcnd!ng
and child development.

rograms

ucation is to change that situation
and, simultaneously, begin to com-
bat problems such as the high Inci-
dence of alcohol and drug abuse
among Indians.

“Some of the schools will offer
arts and crafts classes or language
classes and try to help Indian stu-
dents improve their self-csteem,”
Dunham satd. “They face a lot of
pressure and negative {celings same-
times, and we want to change that."
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