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Girls basketball

Andrea Najarion of Farmington Hills Harri-
son struggles to hold on to a rebound Tues-
doy while being swarmed over by Walled

Lake Central's Heather Glennie. The Hawks
lost the game 62-33. Sce story on Page 2D.

i e o RRIRS
DAN DEAN/atall sholographer

i°s Hawks vs. Rockets
again for WLAA crown

By Brad Emons
stalt wrller

You would think Westland John

football

312 yards in 12 receptions.

“They're excellent,” said  the
Gleon coach. “They can come at you
with SO many weapans. They're not a

Glenn would have all the in

the world against F Harri-
son when the two unbeatens (cach 7-
0) collide Friday night (game time
7:30 p.am.) for the Western Lakes Ac-
tivities Assoeiution championship.

The Rockets are playing at home

. and that’s good news because
they've beaten Harrison twice there
betore (1984 and 1987) to win WLAA
titles.

But Glenn's home ficld Is not a
Jinx for the defending state Class B
champlon Hawks, who own a 20-
game winning streak and a national
ranking,

"We beat Detrolt Northern there
once in the playoffs, and we even
used the Gienn side,” cracked Harri-
son coach John Herrington. *I don't
remember those two ather games.”

And if that's not incentive enough,
Glenn Is hoping to make amends for
last year's embarrassing 45-7 defeat
at the hands of host Harrison in the
1988 WLAA title game.

“No one from John Glenn played
that day the way they were capable
of, but I'm not sure if we could have
won that game anyway," said Glenn
coach Chuck Gordon, *'That Harrisen
tcam of a year ago was the best
team in the state, regardless of
class.

“It's a new year and a different
set of clrcumstances, but they beat
us so badly last year that It makes
me nervous, and that it coutd happen
agaln.”

GORDON and Herringlon have
formed a mutuol admiration society
. desplte last year's surprisingly wide
spread.

The Glenn coach respects just
about every facet of Harrison's
game, starting with All-State quar-
terback Mill Coleman, who lias com-
pleted 68 of 108 passes for 1,142
yards and 12 touchdawns (only two
interceptlons), not *~ -.acntlon his 413
yards rushing and three more TDs.

“They cw.ne at you In so many

i

FARMINGTON HARRISON

34 Saginaw Arthur Hilt 18
£5  Wallcd Lake Centeat Qe
48 Livonla Churchiit 7
51 Northwiie 10
31 Livonia Frankhn [
35 Walled Lake Western 7
28 Piymoulh Canton 7
283 7-0-0 49

WESTLAND JOHN GLENN

28 Highland Park 22
45  Walied Lake Western 3
9 North Farmington 0
a8 Wallgd Lake Central 7
45 Farmington 7
55 Livonia Stevenson 0
7 Plymouth Salem 6
227 7-0-0 a5

ways," Gordon sald. “Mill Is not only
a great thrower, but he has tremen-
dous feet. He has that great escape

* abllity and that presents a problem.”

Herrington, meanwhile, Is leery of
Glenn quarterback Erle Stover, who
was (he starting QB last scason
agalnst Harrlson,

‘This season, Stover has passed for
nearly 800 yards and completed 60
percent of hls passes.

Last weck he cngincered a Joc
Montana-llke two-minute, 82-yard
drlve to glve Glenn a 7-6 last-second
win last weck over previously un-
beaten Plymouth Salem.

“'He's very poised and he runs the
team very well,” Heeringlon sald.
“He has a good arm, too. He's & year
older, an experienced quarterback.”

Gordon, meanwhile, realizes that
Harrlson §s more than just Mill “The
Thrlll.”

SENIOR TAILBACK Matt Conley
has rushed 526 yards and 10 TDs,
whlle Joo George has cavght 18
passes for 225 yards, Another Harrl-
son recelver, Miko Saputo, has added

{onal team at al
Herringlon, meanwhile, s con-
cerned about the Rockets' Jaunching
pad, which consists of tailback Shan-
non’ Layne (nearly 800 yards rush-
ing). tuliback Alonzo Jackson, tight
end Garnett Woody and wide
receivers David Ryan and Mark
Wetmore.

“That scares you because they
have a little bit of everything,” Herr-
ington said of Glenn. “They're terrif-
ic beeause they can run the bald with
Layne and Jackson, but they can also
pass well.

“And their lincmen are always
big. The aumbees change from year
to year, but they always have people
who are big and physical.”

Gordon must also be concerned
with Harrlson's defense, which has
adjusted well this season despite 10
new faces in the lineup,

“With coach (Bob) Sutter they're
always sound fundamentally,” Gor-
don said. “They're always well-
coached. They won't do dumb things
to hurt themselves, They're also
sound in what they do strategy-
wise."

DESPITE SEVEN STRAIGHT
lopsided wins this scason, Harrlson
needs to be sharper going Into the
Glenn game this week, according
Herrington,

“We haven't played as well as
we've llked that past few weeks, but
we had 411 yards in offense last
week agalnst Plymouth Canton (pre-
vlously unbeaten), so I guess I can't
camplain too loudly,” said the Harri-
son coach. “But we've made some
mistakes and had some penaltles
that I wish we could avold.”

The high-powered Hawks have
scen just about every defense Imagls
nable over the course of the 1983
season,

Glenn moy present a dliferent
look, but both coaches agree the

Ploaso lurn to Pago 2

Harrison girls are
regional champions

Farmington Hlfls Harrison coach
Bernie Goldstein never expected his
girls tennis 1eam to be where It is
today.

That was at the degloning of the
season, however.

The Hawks are a perfect example
of Just how a young tcam can ma-
ture during the course of a cam-
paign.

Though half of the 10 players in its
llneup Saturday were freshmen,
Harrison won its first regionat
champloaship at Monroe.

“If we quallficd, I thought we'd be
daing very well,” Goldsiein said,
“and (all the girls) just played out of
thelr minds. The last two weeks, the
ninth graders have improved tre
mendously.

“} THOUGHT it would be a re-
bullding year and we won it. That
glves me a Mot to Jook forward to the
next fow years.™

‘The Hawks, who last qualified for
state in 1983, won the 15-team Class
B tournament with 21 team points.
Satine was sccond (17), Grosse lle
third (12) and Dearborn fourth (10).

After the team's strong showing
tast weekend, Goldstein is even more
optimistic about the possibilitics for

fe'm}is

Mercy qualifies, 4D

Goldstein added he s certain,
when the natlonal rankings next ap-
pear in January, Davidson will be
ranked among the top five in Girls
16s.

Davidson was only one of four re-
gional winners for Harrison, which
also had at twa other sin-

the Hawks in the state meet Friday
and Saturday at Henry Ford Cem-
munity College In Dearborn.

“If they play the same way, we
could be In the top §-6-7 teams.” he
sajd. “1 would be very happy with
that.”

While the Hawks have a young
team, there was no doubt about the
ability of their No. 1 singles player,
Junior Kori Davidson. She defeated
Saline’s Erin Bowbeer 6-1, 6-0 to win
the regional champlonship and ex-
tend her season record to 21-0.

Davidson was runner-up to former
Dearborn player Susan Sommerville
in the Class B finals the last tweo
years, and Davidson looms as the fa-
vorite now that her nemuesis has
graduated.

“SHE'LL BE the first sced,” Gold-
stein said, "The girl she beat in the
{regional) quarterfinals Saturday
was a highly-ranked Western player.
1 really don't know of any other girl
in Class B at her level.”

gle flights and one doubles champi.
on

Lisa Tomle whipped Marla Ol
medo of Grosse Iie 6:2, 6-1 in the No.
2 final, and Merrilyn Onlsko took Al-
Yen Park Cabrint's Shannon Kaye in
three sets at No. 3 singles, 6-1, 4-6, 7-

5.

1n doubles play, it was Harrison’s
Kristi Cornwell and Melissa Pren-
dergast defeating the Saline duo of
Cheryl Armstrong and Sarah Berz 6-
2,6-0at No. 2.

Harrison's Julic Heist also made it
to the finals at No. 3 singles but lost
to Heidi Pearson of Saline, 6-4, 6-2

The No. 1 doubles team of Jill
Barringer and Jodi Whitehead,
though it didn’t advance as far as the
others, had a big victory in the first
round, defeating the top-sceded team
from Cabrini, 6-4, 6-2.

“They stopped another team from
getting more points,” Goldstein said.

Barringer and Whitehead were
eventually elimlnated in a three-set
semifinal match.

Falcons 2nd inregional,
headed for state tourney

Observerland had reason to be
proud of its showing in the Class A
boys regional golf tournament at
Brighton last week.

Farmington and Plymouth Canton
were among the top three teams Fri-
day at Oak Pointe Golf Course in
Brighton and will compete for the
state championshlp at Michigan
State University's Forest Akers Golf
Course this weekend.

Howell won the regional with 310
strokes, Farmington was the runner-
up with 321 and the Chiefs were a
close third with 323.

‘The emergence of the Falcons and
Canton in post-scason play was a re-
verse of the Western Lakes Activi-
ties Association meet three days var-
lier.

Walled Lake Western won the
league title with Livonia Churchill
finishing sccond. Canton was third
and Farmington a distant fifth, but
that was turned around Friday with
Western (335) coming in sixth and
Churchill (346) 11th.

“1 TOLD (HIS players) they'd have
to play well and they did,” said
Farmington coach Gene Schoeneich,
who admitted to being “sorta

golf

shocked” by the Impressive regional
resy 3

“I think they were feeling pretty
low, because we had lost the city
(crawn), and they had to prove to
themselves they could do it. And
they are a good team.”

Canton junior Rod Jusena, the re-
glonal runner-up last year, settled
for second place again after losing a
sudden-death playoff with Howell's
Colby Pace on the secand hole.

Both had tied for first place with
72 strokes, but Jesena hit his tee shot
over the green on the par-3 tith
hale, which measured 175 yards in
length

1 was on the green with (Plym-
outh Salem) coach {Rick) Wilson and
said: 'Bay, I det Rod doesn’t know
about the wind,' " Canton coach Fred
Libbing said, adding the conditions
had changed.

“He had to hit first, and he used
the same club he had earlier. The tee
is in a sheltered area, so you couldn’t

dotecet the wind but on the green you
could.

“(JESENA} BLEW it over the
hole; the Holly kid saw what he did
and was short. That's what hap-
pencd, but it's stil] quite an honor to ;
be runner-up to the medalist.”

While the Chiefs, who were helped
greatly by Geoff Allen’s round of 80,
will be making their first trip to the
state meet, Farmington has quali-
fied for the second time in three
years.

The Falcons were led by Adam
Hitbs and Brian Desantls, who shot
77 and 78, respectively, to {inish
fourth and fifth. Teammates Chris
Zbanek (82), Brian Link (84) and
Jason Buha (B4) were among the top
28 golfers, also.

“Desantis had a career low and
carned a medal.” Schoencich satd. *1
was real pleased with that, because
#t's something he's always wanted.
it's nice to have something like that
when it really means something.”

Low 3corers for other area teams
were Bill Durham (Churchill) 79,
Dan Alcock (Salem) 79, Chris So-
bieck (Western) 82, Mark Peterson
(Livonia Stevenson) 84, and Aaron
Mason (Walled Lake Central) i4.
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