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T'S HARVEST time and the old
Williams barn in Farmington
Hills is buzzing with activity.

Onve again  Metre  Detroit
playgoers will reap the theatrical
bounty sown by the Farmington
Players as they open their 1989-90
season the evening of Oct. 27, with
the classic World War 1l drama —
“Mr. Hoberts.”

And yau wen't find the Players
standing out.in front of the white
barn they've called home since 1955,
flagging down should-be playgoers
from 12 Mile — and dragging them
inside.

“When we fiest started in 1951,
Players historian Pear] Briggs re-
called with a laugh, “we had to go
out on the streets to get folks to
watceh us. Now we sell out all the
time,

“Back then we were known as the
American Association of University
Wornen and we performed in the
Universalist Church basement. We
grew into the Farmington Players
by 1955 when we leased the white
dairy barn on 12 Mile.”

TIE “BARN" HAS become a
symbol in Southeastern Michigan for
good community theater. And while
the barn has been improved over the
years to its present comfortable
state through the combined cfforts
of many of the group’s members,
much of the credit goes to the four
remaining original founding mem-

rs.

“Hope and Gearge Nahstolt really
started the players and kept things
going.” said Briggs, who along with
husband Don, are also original mem-
bers and the focus of a tribute this
yoar by the group. “Hope is really
Mrs. Farmington Players, the spirit
of the group.” These last eriginal
members pooled $1,000 cach toward
2 $10,000 down payment o the pur-
chasc of ihe barn in the early "60s.

Initially, the players performed
“In the round” ~ the audience cir-
cled around the actors, in the base.
ment of the barn on a dirt floor.
Over the years, various “home’ im-
provements contributed to the com-
fort of actors and playgoer.

“This place was a real barn. No
bathrooms, a dirl flocr, no heat and
pigeons in the ceiling galore,” said
Briggs. “We put in a woed floor. The
milkreom was remodeled into the
kitchen, We added restreems and
eventually got the pigeons to roost
vlsewhere.”

Don Briggs was in on many of
those barn improvements.

“HEAT, OF COURSE was a real
concern,” he explained. “When Our

‘This place was a real
barn. No bathrooms, a
dirt floor, no heat and
pigeons in the ceiling
galore. We putina
wood floor. The
milkroom was
remodeled into the
kitchen.’
— Pearl B
Players istonan

Lady of Sorrows Church was rebult,
the builder gave us the old coal for.
nace. We got it over to the barn but
it was too big. Well, we got the place
heated with the installaton of three
modern furnaces. Then we built an
addition on the rear of the building
50 we'd have a place to build sets
and store costumies Recently, we
rewired all  the  clectrical and
brought it up to code.”

An interesting sidelight of the re-
modeling process is the set of wid
theater chairs belng reuph ceed
for the "B9-80 scason. Don Briggs ex-
plained: “They're quite old. Hack
when the Masonic Hall was being re-
modeled, we bought a bunch of these
chairs for 50 cents apiece. We're re-
furbishing them and keeping the vid
theater lock.”

The Farmington Plavers is a non-
profit organization and membership
is open to all. Mcmbership dues are
$25. Communitics represented by the
120 members include Union Lake,
Warren, Southfield, Plymouth, RRed-
foerd, Birmingham. Royal Oak,
Bloomfield Hills and Farmington,
Farmington Hills. They meet every
third Saturday of the month for a
short business mecting and a work-
shop. A workshop might conslst of a
one-zct play where newcomers can
hit the boards for the first time, or
auditions may be held for a upcam-
ing produc N

This season, which runs from Oc-
tober throggh May consists of three
performances. “Mr. Roberts™ apens
Oct. 27, 28, 29 and contirues Nov. 2-
5, 912 and 16-18. February seces
“Waiting for the Parade™ opening on
the Feb. 2-4 and running 8-11, 15-18
and Neil Simon's “The 0dd Couple™
April 27-29, May 3.6, 10-13 and 13-
19

Curtaln time fer Thursday-Satur-
day shows Is 8 p.m. Sunday perfor-
mances are at 7 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday nights 1end to be sell-outs so
plan on getting tickets carly. Tickels
are $6 at the door. Discount season
tickets or other tickel information
may be obtained by calling 538-1670.

bounty on the boards
Farmington Barn Players open with a classic

“The Barn” on 12 Mile has become a symbol in Southeastern
tsichigan for good community theater.
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Chuck Fisher (seated) of Wesi Bloomfield plays the part of Doc
in the play while Craig Forhan of Unlon Lake has the lead of
Mr. Roberts.
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Striking a teacher-like pose is director Sandra Sutherland of
Union Loke. Sutherland actually is a teacher in the Farming-

ton/Far

Hills public sch

Carolyn Rourke of West Bloomticld applies makeup for her
role as L1. Ann Girard in the play.
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Join us at the Ocean Grille and experience the many
fresh flavors the ocean and Great Lakes have to
offer. Our deluxe creations include:

Escargots in Pasta Shells
Qysters Rockefeller
Broited Maine Lobster
Maryland Crabmeat Cakes
Grilled Sea Scallops
Shrimp Polynesian
Smoked Salmon Pasta
Perch Filets Piccata
Yellowfin Tuna Mignons
Grilled Peppered Swordfish Steak

We also offer a wide variety of traditional favorites
suchas:
Rotisserie Roasted Chicken and Duckling
Filet Mignon
Rack of Lamb
Angel Hair Pasta
New York Strip Sirloin
Veal Scallopini Florentine

To compliment your meal we offer an assortment
of premium wines, fresh ground Colombian coffee
or steaming cappuccino and fresh-baked pastries.

Whether it's a visit for lunch, dinner, a private
party, cocktails at the piano bar ora catered event in
your home, the Ocean Grille stands waiting to
serve you.

Lunch
Monday thru Saturday 11:30-3:00
Dinner
Monday thru Thursday 5:00-10:00
Friday and Saturday 5:00-12:00
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