‘Desert Song’ theatrical oasis

By Mary Jane Doarr
apoclal writor

Talent abounds when Northvllle's
historic Marquis Theatre can cast 21
singers In the 1928 hit operetta
“Desert Song” who look and act their

ris.

‘These are singers who had no trou-
ble with Slgmund Romberg's chal-
lenging music and dellvered acting
that was Just as exceptlonal.

The Lawrence of Arabia super-
man plot scts an unlikely British so-
ciety columnist who writes for the
Parls Daily Mall with several
French generals in the Foreign Le-
glon and a single woman fram the
convent who has set out for an ad-
venture, into the mlddle of an Arab
desert in Morocco.

An unhappy jlited lover, Azuri,
with a knife In her belly dancing
skirt, deals with the situation when
her man, the volatlle Captain Paul
Fontaine turns his attentions on the
newly arrived French lady, Margot.

The general's moron son, Pierre,
Is really the brilliant leader of the
Arabs who dons a red mask and cape
as the Red Shadow. He is the Robin
Hood of the desert, or the Lone

Ranger of the west, who comes to
rescue the Arabs from thelr merci-
tess dilemma of French rule and
heavy taxation.

DAVID NELSON designed sets of
subtle desert colors accented with
glided drapery materlals and blend-
cd with Inge Zayti's lush to
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Chopin on DSO program

Alexci Sultanov, gold medallst at
the 1989 Van Cllburn competition,
performs Chopin's Plano Concerto
No, 2 with the Detrolt Symphony Or-
chestra tonlght and Friday, Oct. 20
at 8 p.m. and on Saturday, Oct, 21 at
830 p.m.

Under the directlon of guest con-

glve the feel of spaclousness of the
stage. Victorian wicker furnlture
also gave the 1920s look of elegance
The Marquls Theatre has motorized
Its backdrops to quicken the eight
scene changes in the two act operel-
ta.

Aaron Hunt, a singer/dancer;ac-
tor himself, conducted a smuooth
sounding plckup orchestra. On stage
his directing kept the two and a half
hour operetta from being anything
but boring.

Mary Kay Kinlen carrics the show
with Xer bright “I am ready for
some {un” presence. Never s the
music teo high for her operatic voice
and the higher she goes the strunger
she sounds. Ken Haering is a won-
derful baritone especially in his
duets with Kinlen (“The Desert
Song") and his solo “One Alone.”

He plays Picrre as a moron which
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All Ben Al harem. Michael Olis's
tenor volce is a beauty expecially In
“If One Flower.”

Broadway revivals arc a fascinat-
Ing reflectlon of carller times, Thls
show reftects the anger of the native
peoples over colontal rule in Africa
as carly as 1925, long before the re-
volutlons took place. It is serious
camedy, French storles with British
jokes (“Les Miscrables,” “Phantem
of the Opera®) are stlll loved by
Americans.

(" Desert Song” will continuc at
the Marquis Theatre, 135 E. Muain,
Northvilie, iweekends through Oct.
28. Performances Friday and
Saturday at § p.n. Sunday mati-
nee at 2:30 pan.

entails moving constantly back and
forth between self assured leader of
the Arabs to the high pitch sound of a
crouching Plerre. 1t was most real if
not touching.

Actlng kudos must go to Lor} Mon-
son, the knife carrylng dancer, Azu-
rl, and to Jeffrey Wooley who comi-
cally portrayed BenJamin Benly
Worthington Kldd HI, a misfit If
there ever was one. Monson's acting
set up the entire balance of the show.
She brought out Paul Fentaines's
(Paul Silver) real personality in their
violent confrontations. She gave the
show credibiltity in her expounding aof
the treatment of the natlve people
and she set up the light-hearted end-
ing. Wooley provided the comic re-
lef of the foil role to perfection.

Elizabeth Wingert must be recog-
nized for her castanet dancing in the
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ducetor Ray Harvey, the DSO
also performs Barber's symphony
No. 1 and Dvorak's "New World"
symphony. All three concerts are at
Orchestra Hall.

Conductor Raymeond Harvey is
currently music director of the
Springfield (Mass) Symphony. He
has also served as Exxon/Arts cn-
dowment conductor of the Indianap-
olis Symphony Orchestra and associ-
ate conductor of the Buffalo Phllhar.
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monle. A guest conductor with mnnx’»
of the great American orchestras, he ~
made his Detrolt Symphony Orches- &
tra debut last March, :

Symphony Orchestra League con--.
ventlon and as a result, was invited.
to conduct the orchestra the nmext. !
season for its popular Young Peo-
ple's concerts.
Ticket prices range from $45 to. *
$16. Cal) 567-9000 for more informa--
tion. .
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No publication in America - nol The
Wall Strect Journal. not Bagron®s --
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market dats and research that you get
incach issue of Investor's Daily.in
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tables, charts and graphs.
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reading time each day, Iavestor's Daily
will update you onall of the important
business news you need 10 know,.. from
Washington, Wall Street and actoss
the major capitals of the world.
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sional market datain Investor's

Daily. You'll leacn how Investor's

Daily hetps you to spot and track

. the “real” growth opportunitiesin
. the market...incommon

stocks, mutual funds, stock options

and more.
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