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Animal shelters full up with unwanted pets

By Wayno Psal
stalf writer

Area pet adoption agencles cal) it
a “good news/bad news" situation.

The good news: adoptlon rates at
nrea shelters and veterinary hospl-
tals exceed natlonal averages.

The bad news: far more unwanted
animals arc belng born than can be
adopted,

Desplte annual campalgns, 2
spokeswoman {rom the Jocal Mich!-
gan Humane Soclety shelter satd too
few pet owners have thelr animals
spayed or neutered.

“It (onimal sterillzatlon) hasn't
been as successtul as we would like,”
said Jackle Kunze, assistant mana-
ger of the Westland Kindness Center.
“We'd like to scc the publle become
better-educated.”

One recent survey Indicated only
one in four dogs placed for adoption
will actually be adopted or re-
clalmed by their owner. The survey
was released as pari of Adopt-a-Dog
month, an annual campalgn spon-
sored by Helnz Pet Products.

Arca adoptlon figures exceed that
average, Kunze said. Animals are

Needy can obtain
free surplus food

Free surplus food is available for
Qakland County people whose in-
come makes them eligible at a num-
ber of local distribution centers the
week of Qet. 23-27.

This Includes canned beans,
peanut butter, flour and butter,

The Oakland Llvingston Human
Service Agrncy recommends that
people bring a box or bag for carry-
Ing the food home. Older persons or
those with handicaps d 1o
bring somecene to help them carry it.

Those who didn't register in Sep-
tember for the program may regis-
ter the day of distribution by bring-
ing proof of total houschold income
for the last 90 days, Social Seeurity
card and some type of identification

Senlor citizens (60 and aver) who
attend a senior center should contact
the center for pickup date and time.
And homebound senlors should con-
tact heir nearest senfor center to
register for homebound delivery.

Locally, public distribution sites
are:

e Monday, Oct. 23 Walled
Lake Fire fHall, 1499 E. West Maple,

The Oakiand
Livingston Human
Service Agency
recommends that
people bring a box or
bag lor carrying the
food home.

Walled Lake, from 10 am. to 2 p.m.
and Dublin Cemmunity Center, 685
Union Lake Hoad, Union Lake, also
10a.m. to2 p.m.;

® Tuesday, Oct. 24 — St, Alexan-
der’s Church, 27835 Shiawassce,
Farmington Hills, 10 am. to 1 p.m.:
Troy Community Center, 520 W. Big
Beaver, Troy, 1-3 p.m.

® \Wednesday, Oct. 25 — South-
ficld Parks and Reereation Jce Are-
na, 26000 Evergreen, 1-3 p.m.

For income eligibility informa-
tion, call 858-5180 if you live in
n~rtheast Oakland County and G66-
3974 if you lve in the western sec-
ticn,

Animal sterilization ‘hasn’t been as
successful as we would like, We'd like
to see the public become better

educated.’

-— Jackie Kunze

assistant, Westiand Kidness Center

destroyed, however, for lack of shel-
ter space,

BY LAW, stray animals are kept
at least four days. Beyond that,
Kunze said, “it can vary depending
upon the health and temperatnent of
the animal.”

The center charges a $30 fee for
shots and worming and $25 for ster-
ilzatian. Dogs too young to be steri-
lized require a $25 deposit, refund-
able upon proof the animal was
spayed or neutered.

Cat adoption fees are $40 for
males: $50 for females.

One year ago, the center took in
15,096 animals and placed 2,727, One
third of all dogs and ncarly one of
every [ive cats were placed, Kunze
sald

Adult animals adopted through
Michigan Humane society sheliers
have been sterilized.

“As far as what we're doing, 1
think It has made a difference in lim.
iting the pet population,” Kunze said.

Last month, the center placed 73
percent of all animals  deemud
“adoptable”.

“There are semie animals, that, be-
cause of health and temperament,
cannol be adopted.” she said. “There

are also those put to sicep at the re-
quest of the owner.”

“It’s our palicy to find a home for
cevery anlmal,” safd executive direc-
tor Karen

In contrast, the
Michigan Humane Socicty destroys
no animals. [t has a branch In Au-
burn Hills.

The organlzation Is an affillation
of anlmal hospitals, The organiza-
tion placed 118 dogs last year,

Gifts, contest awaiting
those who adopt dogs

Persons who adopt & dog In Octo-
ber are cligible o receive a compli-
mentary gift bag from the events
sponsors,

A dog-care manual, as weH as
samples of Meaty Bone dog biscuits
and Jerky Treats dog snacks will be
sent to people who write to Meaty
BonesJerky Treats, 211 E, Ontario,
Suite 1300, Chicago, 1. 60611 before
Feb. 15, 1990.

The package also includes an en-
ry form for the Poster Dog Contest.

Owners of pets chosen as poster dogs
recelve a cash prize of 3500 to
$5,000. Matchlng giits are also sent
to the sheliers from which the pets
were adopled.

The contest is open to any dog
adopted from the Michigan Humane
Seciety or the Humane Socicty of
Southeastern Michigan.

In the last cight years, more than
500,000 dogs have been adopted dur-
ing the Adopt-a-Dog-Month pro-
gram.
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