MRF for recycling

County teams up with private enterprise

B8y Pal Murphy
stall wrltor

This is the third in a series of
articles looking at Qakland Coun.

For additional stories on recycling
efforts, please turn to Page 9A.

ty's progrant for ing solid
waste, a plan for which county of-
Sicials are prepared to spend $470
million. Much of that plan calls
for recycling trash in a county-
owned materials recovery facili-
1y, or MRF.

Like other parts of its trash pro-
gram, the $11 million materlals re-
covery faclllty (MRF) will be owned
and financed by Oakland County but
bullt and operated by a private
waste management company.

The sale of recycled materials —
and tipplng fees — are expected to
cover operating expenses,

MRF and other recycling efforts
— private and governmentai ~ are
expected 1o handle about 35 percent
of the 3.677 tons of trash generated
within Oak!and County daily.

The county’s MRF will be on
about 10 acres southwest of Glddings
and Brown roads in Auburn Hills,
next te the county's 2,000-ton-per-
day inclnerator. The site Is next to
the county's animal shelter and trus.
tee camp.

Trash brought in from munlcipal
and commercial customers will be
required to have some pre-sorting,
such as separating glass from plastic
from metal.

But the MRF will have some sort-
ing capaclty.

CARDBOARD WILL BE baled STATE AND FEDERAL govern.
and sold to paper ac-  ments dically pass legisl
cording to Roger J. Smith, deputy di-  designed to bolster the recycling
rector of the county’s solld waste market — such as a recent Michigan
program. Glass wlll be ground up for  law granting Incentlves to compa-
resale to commercial users. nies that use recycled goods.

“The purer the materials, the bet- Smith cited that kind of legislation
ter price we can get for them," asanexample of how the market for
Smith said. “So glass, for example, recycled goods can be influenced
may have to be further sorted by col-  externally.
or. But sorting will be required, first Another factor strengthening re-
by residents and then at the MRF."  cycling is improved technology. The

Marketing the recycled materials more efficiently compantes can re-
is an uncertain business, subject to  cycle glass, for example, the greater
market pressures and price fluctua- s the Incentive for communities or
tions, sald Smith. private companics to pfocess it.

Smith said Oakland County recog-

At tlmes, markets are so attrac-  nizes that varlance in the way [t §s
tive that prices help offset tipping  bidding the contraet 1o build and op-
fees, Smith said. Al other times, erate its MRF. As a conditlon for op-
markets are depressed, requiring erating the MRF, the campany must
that MRFs and other recycling facil-  find buyers for recycled goods.

Itles to pay companles to reuse re- Four scparate companies are cur-
cavered materials, rently negotiating to build and oper-

“"Newspapers are a good exam- ate Oakland County’s MRF. They
ple," he sald, Sometimes (he market  are:
will buy all recyeled newsprint
avallable. A glutted market, on the
other hand, can require that MRFs
pay paper companles.

"Either way, It's stlll cheaper to
recycle than to incinerate or land-
fill," he said.

& Empire Returns Corp,
Syracuse, N.Y.

e Westinghouse Electric
Rine, North Biilerica, Mass.

® DBrowning-Ferris Industrics,
Livonia.

& Waste Management, Inc.,
Southfield.

While each company will be abli-
gated to find buyers for materials
recycled at Oakland's MRF, Waste
Management has entered into a joint
venture with the Dupont Co.

THAT VENTURE, called the
Plastic Recycling Alliance, calls for
Dupont and Waste Management to
cach finance 50 percent of three
plastie processing centers, according
te Ryan F. McKendrick, operations
muanager for the alliance,

In 1990, he said, the alliance ex-
pects to have ceaters capatle of an-
nually recycling up 10 30 tens of high
prade plastics from soda boltles,
milk jugs and laundry detergent con.
tainers.

NEXT: A ok at the county's
planned landfill, the most expens
stire part of the county's trash
managment proposal that has ale
ready generated opposition, -
picion and the threat of law sui
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Quite simply,
our standards
are higher.

Finally, you've found a
builder with standards
as high as yours
For 25 years, we've been
creating Mitehens, baths and
additions with unparalleled
care and craftsmanship.
Call me for a personal
consulation.

|
offip] 855-3880

THE FIBER GROUP
Eleventh Annual Exhibit

Handwoven Functional & Decorative Home Accessories
Handmade Baskets - Wearable Art
Artists in Attendance

SOMERSET MALL

W. Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy
Sunday 12-5 / Mon, Thurs. Fri. 10-9/ Other Days 10-6

1989
SEASON'S GLEAMINGS

Datcd silver ornaments make
your yuletide cspeclally bright.
Start a beautiful tradition now for yoursell
or friends. Qur selection includes the most
famous names in ilver: Waltace silverplated
sleigh bell, §25; Reed & Barton aterling silver
cross, $35; Gorham sterling snowflake, $55;
Wallace siverplated and enameled

candy canc, $15.
R

charles w. WARREN

JEELERS KK 1941
JOULRSET MALL, (313) Y- 3411

Save 30%° and more on
Drexel Heritage .. . and custom-
desipn your sectional to fit your
home!

Think of it: You and yvour
Gurantn's sakes designer choose
trom 29 different modukar units,
from over 2060 fabrics, then come
up with the perfect sectional for
anyviting (rom transitional 1o
contemporirny decor.

And with the
swings, even if
you're just
heginning v

10 sLtrt
ot with more tor
your moncy,
To make things
224 even easier, with
Gorman's Credit, there
interest for the first 90 days, no
payments until 90 days after
purchase. Once your
application is approved,
it's yours. Just ask your
Gorman's sales designer for de
And, of course, even at these
sile prices, your purchase is
covered by Gornuan's exclusive
Must Be Right policy.
S0 come to Gorman's Fall

Sale. With storewide savings of
10 to 40% you'll want to make
that soon!
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THE STATE OF THE CONTEMPORARY ARL C:LOSED SUNDAY.

Southficld: Telegraph at 12 Mile « Phone: 453
Daily 1) e G; Manday, Thursbey & Friday 'l 9.

S Troy: W Hig eaver at Croks » Phone: 019 2070
Dearbora: 2060 Towa Coenter Deive » Actuss from Faielane Malt
13460 = Open Daily 1010 6; Mamday, Thursday
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