BFOXS.F-2F) O&E _Thursday, Octobar 19, 1889

As in his other works, Max Beckman's “Das Theaterfoyer™ con-
veys his impressions of the scene and its people. The pen-and-
{nk drawing fezves [ittle room for mistake about his thoughts
on their socio-economic leve! and what, i anything, was going
onin their minds,
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The artist as a commentator

By Corlnna Abait
slaft writer

1t gets harder and harder, sald gallery
owner Sheldon Ross, to gather together a
show of the works of an artlst such as
Max Beckmann, The works are scarce,
hard to {lnd, most grabbed up and zafely
stashed In private or publle collections,

But, Ross, who sald his love affair with
Beckmann's work Is long standing, did it
one more time and the exhlbit of the art-
ist's woodcuts, drypoints and lithographs
contlnues through October, It may be the
last time for such a revelation In this
area, or for a long time.

Beckmann was born in Lelpzig, Ger-

many In 1884 and started out with an im-
pressionistic style. It changed as German
artists such a3 George Grosz uscd art as
2 more direct and blting force; It was a
way of communicating what they saw
around them and what they Lhought

about it.

With o few strokes of the pen, Beck-
man could convey not only his impres-
slons of a particular scene, but what they
people were llke, thelr soclo-cconomle
Jevel and what was golng on In their
minds. The hali-dozen or so pleces in the
exhibit in which he draws a crowd of peo-
pte are partlcularly engaglng, the next
best thing to belng there o watch the ac-
tlon freeze-frame for a split second. It is

also clear from the exhiblt and documen-
tatlon of his life that he liked the atmos.
phere of the circus and circus people.
There arc several works In this show that s
retate to circus life. =
Beckmann spent most of the time he =
llved In Germany in Frankfort. He
moved to Amsterdam in {he mid 30s, and
came to the United Stated In 1947 where
he taught for a while at the Brooklyn Mu-
scum Schoal. His work is in the collectlon
of the Museum of Modern Art of New
ork.

Sheldon Ross Gallery, 260 Martin, Bir-
mingham, ts open 11 a.m. 10 5 p.m. Tues-
day-Saturday.
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