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Regular term
10 vying for 4 Hills council seats

City Counctl election on

Tuesday, Nov, 7 "are pour-
ing In llke crazy,” city elerk Kathryn
Dornan reports.

Dornan hired four part-time work-
crs to complement her regular statl
of 10 to process AV ballot applica-
tions last week. Ballots will be
mailed beginalng thls week.

By last Friday, Dornan had
recelved at least 3,000 applications.

“Evcryday, stecks are In our
mail,” she said.

Ten candldates arc sccking regu-
lar terms and three are vying for the
remainlng two years of a vacancy on
the clty councll.

Five of the seven non-partisan
council seats are up for grabs thls
fal). Incumbent Jody Soronen is not
secking re-eleetion.

In the regular race are incum-
bents Ben Marks, Aldo Vagnozzi and
Philip Arnold. Challenging them are
Jonathan Grant, Vernon Kielplnski,
Lawrence Lichtman, Ronald Oliver-
o, Albert Rosen, Bettye Stines and
George Sarkislan.

EQUESTS TO vote absentee
in the Farmington Hills

Among these 10, voters can vote
for up to four. The top three vote-
getters in the Nov. 7 elecion will
carn four-year terms; the next high-
cst finlsher will serve a two-year

term.

NANCY BATES and Herbert
Lincr are challenglng Incumbent
Paut Sowerby In the race to {ill the
remaining two ycars of former coun-
chiman Joe Alkatech's four-year
term (see facing page).

The next candidate night is 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 25, tn the
Farmington Hills Clty Hall council
chambers, 31555 11 Mile, The Coun-
cil of Homeowners of Farmington
Hills Is hosting the night.

@ Grant, 37, owns Reliance
Forms & Supplles, Farmington Hills.

# Kielpinski, 35, is a janitor at
the Mid-Eleven Shopping Ceater,
Farmington Hills.

® Rosen, 68, 1s English depart-
ment head at Chadsey High, Detroit.

® Lichtman, 31, is an attorney
wlth offices in Bloomlicld Hils.

® Vagnozzl, 63, Is an cditoria

® Arnold, 50, is manager, profit
and volume analysls, for Ford Motor
Co. casting division.

@ Marks, 66, Is general partner In
Farmington Hills Office Devclop-
ment Co.

® Ollverlo, 34, (a first vice prest-
dent-investments at First of Michl-
gan Corp., Southfield.

@ Stines, no age given, la a musle
teacher in Detroit.

@ Sarkisian, 37, Is a layout techni-
cian, experlmental engines, for Ford
Motor Co.

ABSENTEE BALLOT applica-
tions are available at the city clerk’s
office In city hali, 31555 11 Mlle, or
by calling 473-9560.

‘To make voting casler for senlor
residents, the city automatically
malls an applicatlon to any regis-
tered voter who s at teast 60,

The 1987 councll election drew
2,200 absentee voters. But ballot ap-

at Aaron F De-
trolt.

p were hot y
mailed ta senlors that year.

Ben Marks
regular term
incumbent

1. 1s the city wisely spending the
$7 millisa bond lIssue for rond im-
provements that vaters approved in

Yes, the city has

The citizens elect the members of
councll. They have the power, the
right, the responsibility to choose
thelr clected officlals, to serve as
long as the voters dictate. I sce no
need to take that right away from
them.

3. How often should the clty’s ma.
Jor consultants — the planning con-
sultant, the audltor, the city attorney

(ewed?

done a tremendous job in bringlng
forward the most important road
Improvements. The money has been
wlsely spent as [t has allowed for im-
provements in all the major need
arcas of the city. As the people’s rep-
resentative on council, I have sup-
ported these expendltures, but the
cltizens are to be congratulated for
approving the bond issue in 1966, We
have o way to go before we can sat-
iafy all the needs and I am acutely
aware that the resldents of Farming-
ton Hills are adamant on this issue.

2, Should the nnmber of terms a
council member may serve be limit-
ed by charter?

The voters alone should determine
ﬂe length of any counct! member’s

rm.

--Dbe

Every three years. The councl)
can always review a contract If
there Is an averriding interest in
doing so.

4. Do yau feel the city kas its fln-
ger on the communlty’s pulse as it
reviews planoing and zoolog re-
quests for environmental Impact,

appeals, and we have had to live
with them.

On the whole, our community ls
stlll one of the best places to live In
the Detrolt metro area, and that s
the result of good planning. Provid-
ing a good tax base to furnish us with
scrvices and support our schools;
stores, medical offlces, and other
conventences for home and family;
residentlal opportunities for a varle-
ty of needs; and trying to {lt all this
In and preserve our character, Is the
alm of this council. Seldom s the
master plan not followed, and In the
most recent case, the planning com-
mission upgraded a section to single-
family.

5. At what cost should clty councll
be

ener on resl-
dential areas apd compllance with
the master land use plan?

‘The men and women who have
agreed to serve on our boards and
commissions have shown sensitivity
to the residents while complylng
with the ordinances that govern
them. In many Instances, the courts
have Intervened In some of the deci-
sions made by the council, planning
commisslon and the zoning board of

given the
projected startup cost of $80,000?

At this time, with the many proj-
ects that need to be attended to,
b of the councll g
would be an extr Other cit-

Jonathan Grant

regular term
challenger

1. Is the clty wisely spending the
$7 milllon bond Issue for rozd Im-

ry goverament that affords all indl-
vidunls the opportunity to scek clec-
tion, 1f the voters approve of an indl.
vidual representing them, the volers
should not be dealed the right to that
representatlon. Controla In thls mat-
ter stem from Increased awarcness

P that voters app In
19867 .

We are currently in the third year
of that program, having allocated all
of the funds, The goals set forth have
been accomplished. We have paved
all major mile roads and made the

and on the part of the
voters. I would be more inclined to
be supportive of o limit on terms of
appolnted officials,

3. How often shoutd the city’s ma-
Jor consultants — the planalng con-
suttant, the suditor, the clty attorney
—be ?

planned safety Impi to tn-
tersections, The clty has been sue-

From a performance standpalnt, a
1 Is

cessfu) In glng an
$5 million during the same period
from the road commisslon, develop-
ers and neighboring communitles.
Traffle congestlon and roads must
remain a top priority for Farming-
ton Hills. We must be dlligent in
working with the county to ensure
we receive our falr share of county
road funds.

2. Shootd the number of lerms a
councll member may serve be limit.
ed by charter?

No. This should be up to the voters
to determine. We have a participato-

yearly of

equally appropriate to yearly evalu-
atlons of employce performances.
The financlal aspects of every con-
sultant’s contract, as well as the
terms and condltlons of the agree-
ment, should be reviewed and placed
out for bid every three years.

4. Do you feel the clty bas its fln-
ger on the communlty’s polse as it
reviews planning and zonlng re-
quests for environmental impact,
comwercial encroachment on resl.
deatlal areas and compliance with
the master land use plan?

.

Al zoning matters, including varl-
ances from our ordinances, allow
citizens the opportunlty for Input in
a public hearing forum. In overall
development and zoning, I believe
Farmington Hills has done a good
job. My area of concern is the tre-
mendous growth that has occurred
o rapldly, I belleve our citizens feck
oppressed by our Increased density
and all the rclated problems of
growth, It is crucial to malntain-y
proper balance in the flnal stages of
development and to become Increass
ingly sensitlve (o environmental is-
aues. 1 also believe we could do a*
better job of Snforming our citizens-
of pendling requests for development.”

5. At what cost ahould city council
meetllngs be cablecast, given the
projected startup cost of $80,000,

1 favor all possible programs to in-
crease voter participatlon. Other eit-
les have done this very successfully,
We must prloritize our budget de-
mands and look closely at next
year’s budget to determine if we can
make funds avallable for this pro-
gram. 1 view this an an linportant
Issue that can be of benefit to the
community as a whole.

Vernon Kielpinski
regular term

chatlenger

1. Is the city wisely spending the
$7 wmillllon bond issue for road im-
provements thot the voters approved
{n 19867

No. The clty hopscotches all aver,
With a)l the work they have dene,
what about all the potholes In subdi-
vislons or road Improvements need-
od In subs?

2. Should the number of terms a
councl! member may serve be llmit-
cd by charter?

No. The voter wllt deal with that
issue at the polls.

3. How often shou!d the clty’s ma-
Jor consultants — the planning con-
sultant, the audlitor, the clty atterney
— be reviewed?

The planning consultant on a regu-
tar basis so he or she can't be bought.
The auditor should be reviewed once
every three years. A new clty attor-
ney ls needed.

4. Do you feel the city has its fin-
ger on the communlty’s pulse as It
reviews plancing and zoolog re-
quests for eanvironmental impact,
commercial encroachment on resk-
dential arens and compliance with
the moster land use plan?

Yes and no. They were too late in

some cases. The Rouge, a wetland
was nearly destroyed ncar Kimber-
ley sub. They were warned of this by
Ann Carlin back In 1988. The clty
chose nat to listen. But we should do
what we can lo save what we can.

5. At what cost sbould city councl)
meetlogs be cablecast, given the
projected stastup cost Is $60,0007

This [s something that has been
needed. True, not everyone attends
city council meetlngs. Some can't.
Plus if they are watching it on TV,
they can't partlclpate. I don’t belleve
it would detract from the city coun-
<¢il meeting. I can understand some
of those on the councl] not wanting
it. It couldn't hurt the public. But It
might hurt those in offlce.

Aldo Vagnozzi
regular term
incumbent

1. Is the clty wisely spending the
$7 million bouod issue for road Im-

les have been funded through their
cable ecompanies, The citlzens to
date have not this service,

p that voters app in
19867
Yes. Unfortunately the road lm-

However, when there are {funds
available I believe we can revisit the
questlon.

pi needs exceed the money
available from the bond Issue. That
ts why 1 have recommended that the
state adopt legislation that will re-
qulre prop: 1o

Philip Arnold

regular term
incumbent

1. Is the clty wisely spending the
$7 million bond fssue for road im-
provements that voters approved in

. Very wisely. The original program
icnvisioned an addltional $2 milllon
rof funding from developers and/or
'the state for & tatal of $9 miilion In
«constructlon. At this time, It appears
‘that we will leverage an amount of
334 milllon resulting In over $10
million of improved roads. All the
.gravel mlle roads have been paved
-as promised and many smaller proj-
-ects, such as intersection Improve-
.ments, are belng completed.

2. Shonld the number of terms a
council member may serve be Himlt-
ed by charter?

The charter was very well drafted
by the charter as evl-

denced by the efflclency of our gav-
ernment services. The selection o1
experienced quallfled representa-
tlvea by the voters should not be lim-
ited by the charter. Those who serve
poorly will not survive.

3. How ofien should the city's mn-
Jor consultnnts — the planning con-
sultant, the auditar, the clty attorney
— be reviewed?

The city's consultants should be
revlewed annually by utilizing a for-
mal system whereby cach of the
alecled/ngspalmcd officials as well
as administrative managers would
complete a standard wrltten evalua-
tion with the results compiled and
discussed with that consultant. Even
assuming the annual review is satis-
factory, the contracts should not ex-
ceed one year and should be re-bid
every three years to maintaln cost
contral.

4. Do you feel the clty has its fin.
ger on the community’s pulse as it
reviews planolng and vonlog re-
quests for environmental Impact,

inl oo resi-

dential arcas and compliance with
the master Jand ose plan?

The master plan and ordinances
such as trec protectlon and buffer-
yard requirements are based upon
the wishes of our resldents. These
controls have been applled success.
fully to create flne residentlal nelgh-
borhoods interspersed with support-
Ing service areas. This results fn a
diverse, strong Lax base resulting In
reasonable tax rates. Because the
city is approximately 85 percent de-
veloped, our concern must be direct-
ed toward the quality of life — less.
en the traffic, add more open space.

S. At what cost should clty councll
mectings be cablecast, given the
projected startup cost of $80,000.

At a very minlmal cost. I am not
canvinced that cablecasting provides
our eitlzens with better government.
Perhaps, when the cable contract
comes up for renewal, the franchisce
might pay for the required equlp-
ment. If so, I might be suppartlve as-
fumlng annual operating costs are
oW,

pay road impact fees.
2, Should the number of terms a

council member may serve be limit-
cd hy charter?

No. I believe that the length of ser-
vice In any political offlee should be
determined either by the voters or
the office holder. Personally, I do
not believe in holding an offlce for
long periods of time, but to Impose
an arbitrary limlt in the charter
would deprlve the voters of the right
to make this determination,

3. How often should the city’s ma-
Jor consultants — the planning con-
sultant, the acdltor, the city attorney
— bereviewed?

Every two years, Immedlately af-
ter the councli election.

4. Do you feel tbe city bas its fln-
ger on the community's pulse as it
reviews planning and roning re-

quests for environmental impact,
commerclal eocroachment on resi-
dential mreas and compliance with
1he master land use plan?

Not entlrely. I belleve the council
and planning commisston should pay
more attentlon to the substantial
community concern In all these
areas even if it means reviewlng our
master plan to provide for less den-
ity and more resldential zenlng.

5, At what cost shoold city counel],
meetings be cablecast, glven the
projected startup cost of $80,000? —

1 strongly favor cablecasting GL
city councll mectings. The coT
should be spread over the life of thy
equipment, which would make the
annual cost only a fraction of 1ha
$80,000. I would also ask the cable
company to assume some of the cost]

'

Bettye Stines
regutar term
challenger

1. In the city wisely spendiog the
37 miltion bond Issue for road Im-
provements that voters approved lo
18862

Road Improvements arc a contlnu-
aus and ongelng nced and, to my
knowledge, the city Is adhering to
the proposed plan.

2. Should the number of terms a
council member may serve be limit-
¢d by charter?

The voters alone should determine
the length of any city councli mem-
ber's term.

Yes, councll members’ terms
should be limited by charter to glve
others the opportunity to serve the
public and to bring new ideas to the
policy-making board.

3. How often should the clty's ma-
jor consultants — the planalng con-
subtant, the audltor, the clty attorney
— be reviewed?

The city's major censultants
should be reviewed annually to eval-
uate the Individual's performance
and to make suggestlons for Im-
provements. The councll should take
(he opportunity to learn more about
each consultant at the annual re-
view,

4. Do you feel the city has its flo-
ger on the community’s pulse ax It
reviews plaoning nnd zonlng re-
quesis for enviranmental lmpact,
commerelal encronchment on resi-
dential arens and compllance with
the master land use plan?

More emphasis should be given 0
the environmental aspect of pro-
posed development plans. The mas-
ter land use plan should be used as a
gulde only. Preservation of reslden-
tial areas and natural arcas should
be primary In the clty's goals, When-
ever feaslble, the city should buy
property suitable for nature pre-
serves, also wetlands and woodlands
should be managed well.

S, At what cost should clty council
meetings be cablecast, given the
projected startop cost of $80,0007

The city should make a projected
budget of department requirements
and determine if needs can be fund-
ed through the general fund; then the
type of cablecasting can be better
determined. Council meetings cabled
are recommended to assure more
residents become aware of the ac-
tlon of the ¢lty council.

George Sarkisian
regular term
challenger

1. Is the city wisely spending the
$7 milllon bond {ssue for road im-

provements that veters approved in
9867

Because we have had such outra-
geous growth in Farmington Hills
the last several years our Infrastruc-

. ture was not equipped to handle the
. trafflc. No matter how many 12 Mlle

2, Should the number of terms a
council member may serve be lmlt-
cd by charter?

The maximum amount of time a
council member should be allowed
to serve is two consecutlve full
terms, If additional service as a
councll member is desired, one full
term should explre between the ser-
vice times. This prevents dictatorial
government.

3, How often should the city's ma.
jor consultants — the planning con-
suftant, the auditar, the city attorney
— berevlewed?

The city’s major consultants
should be reviewed every two years
with two consecutlve bad perform-
ance reviews resulting In automatic

or I-696 8-Jane

. ways we have, Farmington Hills Is
. always golng to have a trafflc prob-
> lem. It Is a natural progression ==
- the more roads you have, the more
! trafflc you have; the more develop-
. ment you have, the need for more

roads increases. The $7 million for
' road improvements Is just stopgap
: money. The cycle won't end.

lon of contract or appoint-
ment with the clty. The need for ex-
celience in quality work and unques-
tloned honesty and morality are
priorities,

4. Do you feel the clty bas its fln-
ger on the commuglity's pulse as It
reviews planning and zoolog re-
quests for envirenmentn! impact,
commercial encroachment on vesl-

dential nreas and complinoce with
the master land use plan?

I have not spaken to anc resident
of Farmlington Hills who fecels com-
fortable wilh the growih and direc.
tlon of (hls city. We don't have (o de-
velop every square Inch of this clty
In order to comply with the master
land use plan, We should learn our
{essons from the mistakes Southfleld
and Dearborn made. More Is not al-
ways better, Let us Jearn from
Franklln, where bullding permits
are almost non-existent, yet the,
have one of the most desirable llving
areas In the northern and western
suburbs.

§. At what cost shoald eity council
meetings be cablecast, glven the
projected startep cost of $80,000.

City councll meetings should be
cablecast. I am sure therc are many
resldents in this clty interested in the

discussion and decislon making that
goes on at council meetings. Yet
these resldents have physleal, trans-
portation or time nn

Larry Lichtman
regular term
challenger

1. Is the city wiscly spending the
$7 mllllon bond tssue for road im-
provements that voters appraved in
19867

As a planning commlssioner, I am
sensitive to the issue of road Im-
provements not belng confused with
other {ssues that contrlbute (o heavy
traffic. For the most part, the city
has done a competent job of road lm-
provement, but has done a semewhat
less satiafactory job in making and
implementing good planning deci-
atons, The elty has undergone growth
that cannot be dented, but must In-
stead be addressed in a realistic and
progressive fashion,

2. Shauld the number of terms a
counci] member may serve be Jimit-
ed by charter?

The voters alone should determine

the length of any city council mem-
ber’s term.

3. How aften should the clty’s ma-
Jor consultants — the plannlng con-
sultant, the auditar, the clty atlortey
— be reviewed?

appeals chalrman and as a present
member of the planning commission,
1 belteve these bodies do a generally
good job in deallng with these Issues,
The present elty council has not done
as wel. As a member of the ad hoc

The city’'s major
should be revlewed by the clty coun-
cil every ene to two years, The clty's
major consultants must have some
assurance that they are not subject
to an unduly short tenure, since they
ohviously must establlsh certaln In-
ternal policles and stafilng levels
that will enable them to adequately
serve the clty. The clty must welgh
the prior cost and quallty of services
provided agalnst the availabllity of
completing services.

4. Do you feel the city has I1a fin.
ger on the communlty’s pulse as it
reviews plannlng 2nd zonlog re-
quests for environmental Impact,
commerclal encroachment on resl-
dential areas and with

on toxic mate-
rials, 1 am commitied to the city re-
mainlng sensitive to environmental
concerns,

5. At what cost should clty councl]
mectings be cablecast, given the
projected starlup cost of $80,0007

It was naive and lacking in busl-
ness savvy for the city council not to
negotlate free cablecasting of clty
council meetings as part of the arigl-
nal cable franchlse contract. 1 be-
leve that alternatlves of minimal
cost exist for the cablecasting of
councll mectings. Resldents should
be disturbed by the present council's
Enability to suggest enterprising and
fiscally responsible alternatives to

the master land ose plan?
As o former zoning board of

the proposal,
which entalled exorbltant startup
costs, '

costs $80,000 to cablecast elty coun-
chl meetlngs, let's spend the $80,000.

‘Ronald Oliverio
ngUlﬂf term
chatlenger

1, 11 the clty wisely spending the
$7 million bond issue for road Im.
provements that voters approved in

Yes, our roads are in good repair,
* especlally compared with the roads
‘

tn some our neighboring communl-
tles.
2. Should the number of terms a
councll member may serve be limit-
ed by charter?

No answer.

3. How often should the city’s ma-
Jor consaltants — the planning cone
sultant, the audltor, the city attarney
— be reviewed?

Annually,

4. Do you feel the city has its fln-
ger on the community'’s palze as Jt
reviews planning and zonlog re-
quests for environmenta) |mpact,
commerclal encroachment on resl-

dentlal areas and compliance with
the master Jand use plan?

Some members of the city councll
are clther too Ignorant or too arro-
gant to realize how angry residents
are relating to the Issue of rezoning
property to IRO, properties In dense-
ly populated areas thot, If rezoned,
could create serlous health hazards.

5. At what cost should elty councll
meetlogs be cablecass, glven ihe
projected startup cost of $80,000.

‘That should be put to the voters in
an clection and If there s enough In-
terest, by all means,

Albert Rosen
regular term
challenger

1. Is the clty wisely spending the
$7 milllan bond Issue for road im.
provements that volers approved in

19887

Wiscly? This key word hinges
upon subjectivity, Let me peruse all
the data and check out the construc-
tion schedule. From such an emplrl-
ca! basis can I give an unqualificd
answer,

2. Should the number of terma &
council member may serve be limit-

ed by charter?

I don’t think that a constitutlonal
roadblock of this kind Is beneficial,
Let the people answer with thelr
vote.

3. How often should the city's ma.
jor consultants — the planning con-
sultant, the auditor, the clty attarney
— be review:

Once a year without fall! Our pres-
ent lack of review and accountabill-
ty is evidence that all should be re.
viewed annually. .

4. Do you feel the clty has Its fln-
ger on the commanity's pulse &s It
revlews planslng asd zoaing re-
quests for environmental lmpact,
commercial encroachment on resle
dentlal areas and compliance with

the moster Iand use plan?

No, the fact that a number of
homeowner groups have taken um-
brage with eity decislona on enviroa-
mental impact and commereial ¢g.
croachment on resldential areas, as
well as virtually elastic compllance
with the master land use plan, scems
to Indleate It Is Immaterial to the
clty whether the community has a
pulse or nat.

5. At what cost should elty council
meetings be cablecast, glven the
projected startop cost of $80,0007

What are some figures for a com-
parahle environment and how does |t
square with revenuca? Without such
hard figures, the question ia open-
ended,




