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Students told to take charge against drugs

By Keith Postior
siaft wiltor

Crelgs Beverly's solutlon to flght-
Ing substance abuse is simple but
powerful — if you want to win, you
have to take charge.

More than 800 students and advis-
ers (rom 106 metropollian area high
schools gathered at loma's of Livo-
nia Tuesday to exchange ldeas on
preventing drug and alcohol abusc
amang teens and listen to Beverly's
message.

The daylong program, *Change
Agents: Maklng a Better World in
Your School,” was part of Project
Graduatlon's Sth  Annual studenmt
tcadership conference.

Beverly, a Wayne State Unlversity
professor noted for his work with at-
risk youth, dellvered the merning
keynole address in which he stressed
the impaortance of leadership and un-
ity tn fighting drug and alcohol
abuse.

“It becomes clear that if you are
going to assume a eadership role In
fighting this treubling discase in our

soclety, in our schools and among
your peers, you will need to use all
of your speclal gilts, talents and en-
ergles In this struggle,” Beverly sald.

Beverly sald student leaders need
dircctlon, vision, knowledge, strate-
&y, planning and organization, and
humllity to wage a successful fight
against drugs and alcohol.

“A GOOD LEADER is one who
knows that the agenda is not what Is
important, but It is the program that
is imsportant and knows that the dit-
ference between success and failure
in whatever you choose to do . . .
comes from the person who stands
up one more time than he has been
knocked down,” he told the audience.

During the conference, Beverly
led students through a number of
sessions to get them thinking about
cffective pollcles, programs and ac-
tivities for thelr schools to use
against drug and alcohol abuse.

Road rallles, dances, assemblics,
support groups, parent Involvement
and communjcation between schools
were some of the ideas that student

leaders posed as solutlons for sub-
stance abuse.

Those attending were energized by
Beverly's message,

Matt Langdon, 17, o senlor at
Farmington lligh School, sald, “I
think programs like this are what we
really need — confronting the prob-
lem. A lot of people out there who
have the same Ideas as others need
to get everybody together and stress
what’s important.

“The Ideas are oul there, you just
have to give people a chance to hear
them. I was really Impressed by
what went on today,” he said.

Like others, Langdon had a simple
message for leenagers bombarded
by peer pressure: “‘Love yourself, be
yourself, have enough confidence tn
yoursell to be the person you really
want to be.”

Joan Wang, a senjor at Andover
High School in Bloomfield Hllls, satd
she would like more students to be-
come aware of Project Graduation
and Students Against Driving Drunk
(SADD).
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SHE WAS impressed to sce 3o
many student leaders gather to ex-
change ideas on substance abuse.
“IU's just great to sce that so many
kids got together voluntarily for
such a good cause, lo say they're
against drugs and alcohol,” she sald.

Alena McBee, a 17-year-old senlor
at Bishop Borgess in Redford Town-
ship, expressed a similar sentiment.

1 think that the idea is good be-
cause it gives kids a chance 10 see
what students from other schools are
doing, and take those Ideas back to
their schools to help their peers put
together prevention programs,” she
said,

Chris Berry, 16, a junior at Walled
Lake Weslern High School, sald sub-
stance abuse is a trap that many

teensagers fall Into because they be-
lieve they are Immunc to it

I think the ideas we heard today
are good ideas, but they should be
made avaflable to more than just
SADD students,” he sald.

“It was very positive, I think we're
Laking the right steps, but we have a
long way te go,” added Scott Westo-
ver, 17, a senlor at Livonia Churchill,

‘The {ight against substance abuse
in schools has to spread, Beverly
said.

“It has 10 go beyond the school
system itself, it has to involve the
parents in the community, civic and
church organizations — all of the ¢l-
emepts in our community must be
involved in the program,” he said.
“Somectimes you find in many ways

that the adults don't solve problems
that kids can’t solve themselvés If
they are better educated.”

The afternoon session focused on
program student can conduct in
theri schools, Emcecs for the aftenoo
were Vida Shaker and Eric Champ-
nella, hosts of WTVS-Channel 56 teen
series “Club Connect.”

Project Graduation is sponsored
by a coalition of more than 30 organ-
jzations lacluding Birmingham
Bloomfield Famllies in Action,
Wayne County Intermediate School
District, Junior League of Birming-
ham, Michigan PTA, Mothers
Against Drunk Driving, Qakland
County Health Division, Oakland
Schools, Wayne County Prosecutor,
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
and WTVS-Channel 56.
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