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By Pat Murphy
stoft writer

+‘When it opens next Monday,
CARE House will try lo provide the
abused vlctim with a friendly, fa-
miliar atmosphere.

“It will put the youngsiers on
thelr own turf,” explalned asslstant
prosccutor Joyce Todd, who has
been with the Oakland County Pro-
secutor’s offlce for 10 years and is
the office speclalist on child sexual
assault. She will also head the new
unit i It is approved, supervising
some cases while prosecuilng oth-
ars.

., She is also a slaunch supporter of
CARE House as a first step toward
minimizing the trauma scxually
abused youngsters experience.

“It's patterned after other suc-
cessful child advocacy centers in
Madison County, Ala., and DuPage
Caunty, I1L,,” she said. "It's the flrst
place a young victim Is taken™ and
is' designed to be more [riendly
than the principal’s office or the
pollee station.

To reduce the number of times
thic victlm must tell what happened
— and thus vicariously rellve the
incident — he or she will refate the
| assault as few times as possible,
JJsalth the social worker, police offi-

. . .it's a place
to begin healing

cer and other necessary personnel
present.

“YOUNG VICTIMS wiill often
tell the full story in stages,” Todd
said. So there's a need for the vic-
tim to tell the story more than once
or twice.

But, Todd sald she has seen vic-
tims get tired of reliving the as-
sault “and simply refuse to tell
thelr story onc more time.”

*The important thing s to build
up rapport with the victim,” Todd
explained, “to bulld confidence and
trust.”

Assistant_prosecutors will bulld
trust too, Todd said, by spending
time with the chlld and his or her
family.

CARE Hous

Continued from Pago 7

Prosccutor Richard Thompson, who
Is lintng up support for the second
part of the program against sexual
child abuse.

Thompson is asking OQakland
County commissioners to provide al-
most $400,000 for a Chlld Sexual As-
sault Unlt within his office.

Thompson has alrcady explained
the unit to some commissioners. But
hls proposal Is lkely to come up for
discussion at today's Board of Com-
missioners meeting.

The unit calls for six people -
four assistant prosecutors and two
soclal workers, known as child vic-
tim advocates — to specialize on
sexua) assault cases.

Instead of the usual worklead of
nearly 500 cases, those assigned to
the vnit would have a maximum of
50 cascs, Thompson sald. The re-
duced workload will enable them to
spend more time on the casc and
take the extra mecasures needed to
help the child and enhance the

As someonc who will
the chlld through all stages of the
Jegal process ~= arralgnment, pre-
liminary examination, hearings
and the eventual trial, the assistant
prosecutor is the one to logically
make sure the vietim gets familiar
with the legal system and the peo-
ple involved, Todd sald.

The youngster should get to
know the players lnvolved, she
sald, the judge, the prosecutor, the
defense attorney and, If necessary,
ihe jury — and the role each plays.

“Hopefully the victim won't be
as frightened and the trial won't in-
volve more trauma,” Todd satd.

A
. Andrew Young, mayor of Atlanta,
‘will speak at 2:30 p.m. Wednesday,
‘Nov. 1, at Oakland University on the
‘Future of the Citles: Economically,
«Pelitically and Soclally.

h

IMPORTED

tlanta mayor speaks here

His speech, which Ls open to the
public, will be held in the Crockery
of the Qukland Center on the QU
campus.
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COMMISSIONERS ARE Initlally
receptive to the proposed child sexu-
al assault unlt. But the request for
funding is one of many they must
balance for next ycar's budget.

“The unlt is elearly meritorlous,”
sald commissloner John G. Pappa-
george, R-Troy. “But providing peo-
ple {(and moncy} Involves setting
priorities.”

In Oakland County, as in other

parts of the country, there are no
clear flgures t show how extensive
the problem Is| partly because prlor

the person — relative, acqualntance
or stranger — to help intimidate the
young victlm so they won't tel], or

to 1985 there were no 'y TC-
porting requirements.

Thompson says the number of
adults charged|with criminal sexval
conduct Invalving children under 16
has been steadlly increasing: 153 in
1987, 168 in 1588 and 93 in the first
six months of 1p89.

Some social workers, however,
say the higher numbers may be
more a reflectipn of better reporting
methads, rathet than increased num-
bors of sexual dssault cases,

Whatever the dimensions, howey-
er, socla) workers, police and the
prosccutor agree the problem of sex-
ually abused children Is a serious
problem here and elsewhere.

Thus the need for CARE House —
as dramatically ilustrated in the
“Muffin man" televislon mavie,

IN ONE SCENE, for cxample, the
sexually abused youngster, about 4,
ran from the courtroom as the im-
posing looking judge started to bang
the gavel, '

The scene accurately depleted the
fear scxually abused youngsters
have, said Cosentino, who has a mas-
ters degree In social work from the
University of Michigan.

“He (the young victtm) might have
thought the judge was golng to pun-
ish him,” she said. "Children ofien
think they are somehow to blame.™

Some of that fear Is Implanted by
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In “Muffln Man," onc of Lhe people
who raped the maln figure, Lhe pres-
chool son of a police officer and his
wile, told his victim that his parenis
would dle if he ever told what hap-
pened.

The US. Department of Justice
reports thal 99 pereent of all chlld
abuse cases are not prosecuted, ac-
cording to Thompson. The major
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e opens next week

cause (3 the child’s refusal to testify
in court satd.

Whep young victims do testity, the
prosecutor said, the defense attor-
ney’s primary trial tactic is the de-
struction of the child as a witness,

“In most cases, the defense cross-
examlnation is not utilized to get at
the truth, but to confuse, intimidate
and frusirate the child,” Thompson

sald.

Both CARE House and the special
prosccutor’s unlt are deslgned to ad-
dress these and other problems offi-
clals encounter in dealing with sexu-
al assault cases involving children.
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