oo i rmiininton Obseruer

pinion

. 33203 Grand River /Farmington, Ml 48024  Bob Sklar editor /a77-5450

- 1GAIF)

O&E  Thursday, October 26, 1989

But don't be lulled into thinking there’s

nothing for the city council to do,

. ‘I'ie city’s top policy-making board

. still faces many quality-of-life concerns: down-
town redevelopment, traffie, the environment,
sewer improvements, neighborhood needs, laxes,
substance abuse, historic preservation, smail
_business incentives, ethnic harmony.

Given this backdrop, the Nov. 7 city council
_clection indeed will be significant. Heck, the sev-

en candidates make up the largest field in 10
years,

In the past wo years, the five-member council
not only has responded to constituent demands
{ereating a traffic and safety board), but also as-
serted leadership (teaming up Lo create a solid

. waste disposal consortivm).

But with the challenges of a new decade at
“<hand, we see room on the council for a new voice.
‘[ For that reason, we endorse incumbents Shlr-
»ley Richardsen, Richard Tupper and Arnold
 Camphiell aund zoning board of appeals vice chair
-" JoAnne MeShane. We urge Farmington volers to
fill the three council seats up for grabs from
|~ among these four.

~E1ARMINGTON MAY be fully developed.

RICHARDSON, NAMED Lhree years ago to
'fill a vacancy. is the council’s first woman, In-
imidated she's not. She's not afraid to question
o mendations and take the Jead in tough de-

;:Cl.\ll_ln:.

. Cool under fire and fair-minded, she weighs
the pros and cons, considers the city as a whole
vand truly has a finger on the community’s pulse.

= Her strong stands on zoning and signs some-

times are misconstrued as anti-business. Her
, background in planning and beautification un-
“derscore her belief that there’s more to running a
business than financial investment.

The 29-year resident is a civic leader as well.
--Buth the Gi and the C ity Center
. bear the fruits of her support. She played a key
" vole in bringing a second gazebo downtown.

TUPPER'S FINEST hours as a veteran coun-

““climan have come while mayor the past two
Eol

B
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ek ROPOSAL A, on the Nov. 7 ballot, will
k3 not itself solve the terrible problems in
Michigan's K-12 schools. But in fixing
some of the financing problems that
have affected our schools for years, it sels the
siage for the wholesale restructuring that must
o,
.5 For this reason we urge a yes vote.
%2 Essentially, Propusal A would raise the state
Zsales tax by half-a-cent, to 4.5 pereent. and
Lpump the resulting $390 millkion per year into K-
1712 schools.
1 This shifts school financing
~on property values and toward
makes sense. Taxing property poor way of
lizing the burden of taxes, the retired
person on a fixed income who owns a nice house
knows all too well.

FOR TAXPAYERS, this very welt could re-
“fSduce the need for future milluge increases.

away from taxes
That

W

UL VAN

q

iprotected fund devoted to school financing. se-
:[Meure (rom raids by the Departiment of Education
:[Bbureaucracy. It would also siphon a quarier of
Puthe old 4 percent sales tax off into this fund.
“£7; All of this will smooth out the funding basis for
EJour schnols, which has ridden a roller coaster
Fafrom pre-recession 1980 high (8845 million in
bestate aid) to mid-recession 1983 low (8360 mil-
-fdion) to eurrent semi-recovery ($600 million).
Ai*redictability of funding is an important precon-
xdition for sensible, businesstik of

&3 The plan would also create a constitutionally

City council
Yes to incumbents, McShane

But with the challenges of a new
decade at hand, we see room on
the council for a new voice.

years. He not only has ably repres:
at community events, but also sensilivel react-
ed to the recent march against racial injustice.

The 53-year resident has worked hard to en-
force zoning laws, put matters into {ocus ind be
fair to folks who come before the council,

A stickler for detail, he doesn’t shy away from

lisagreeing with the city nor sugpesting
new, more efficient ways to run the city.

He's not gregarijous, but he is compassionate,
as evidenced by his leadership roles with both the
Goodlellows and Neighborhood House.

CAMPBELL, MAYOR pro tem and complet-
ing his first four-year term, is not as outspoken
nor as quick to offer solutions. Still, he's inquisi-
tive, a good listener and approachable.

Council liaison to the planning commi:

ted the city

ion, he

shows a sound understanding of unexciting but
key issues: sewer separation, solid waste, budg-
etin]

He's also an enthusiastic goodwill ambassador
who h real feel for what gives a small town
like Farmington its historic charm.

If re-elecied, we'd urge him to be more ag-
gressive in challenging the administration and
serving up solutions.

MCSHANE BRINGS brings a fresh outlook,
leadership traits and city government involve-
ment. Nobody's puppet, she's not swayed by poli-
tics of the moment.

The 10-year ZBA member understands cost
containment and the value of our neighborhoods.
She'd fight over ion and overdev
She’d be a torchbearer for the little guy.

She's the only candidate to play up the city
council's responsibility to be a leader in the war
against substance abuse,

One of the mast pivotal city elections in yeal
Farmington residents should make it their bus
ness to voie on Tuesday, Nov., 7,

-§t will improve school funding

Proposal A

proposal to | the sal tax
from 4 cents 1o 4.5 cents per doilar and
constitutionally dedicate funds for Jocal

schools,
|

NO

YES
Proposal B

A proposal to increase the sales/use tax
from 4 cents 10 6 cents per doliar, reduce
school property taxes, and set permanent
school operating millages not subject to
voter renewal, and constitutionally dedicate
funds for local schools.

|

YES

NO

® Twenly-five percent of the existing 4 per-
cent sales 1ax is dedicated to the protected school
fund.

@ Portions of the existing use, industrial fa-

zour schools
be s nly true that Proposal A itself will
-#Xo little to improve school quality. A package of
L egislation, now bottted up in the state Senate, is
supposedly going to address quality.

2 We shail see.

'3 More importantly, by clearing up the financing
oblems that have plagued our schools for
ears, Proposul A lays the groundwork for the
eal task: reforming our schools so our children
=are actually taught something and made ready to
dace the competitive world of the next century.

33
b2 HERE 1S HOW Proposal A can improve the
: Basituation:

@ All of the new tax revenue is dedicated to a
onstitutionally protected school fund.

® Not only are lottery proceeds earmarked
| ’Qonsliluli‘unally {for schools, but Proposal A dedi-
:ates even the interest of $7 milllion-plus that
e lottery fund carns to schools,
' o Higher cducation retirement costs are

moved out of the school aid fund, making another
'57 mlilion-$10 million available for the K-12
Pevel.

o
5

cilities, | facilities and tech park fa-
cilities taxes are dedicated to the protected
school fund.

o The state Department of Education would
be unable to siphon off any big partion of the new
money because its share is capped at 5 percent.

WE ALSO recommend that voters reject Pro-
posal B,

In this election, voters will be able to vote on
both proposals. The one garnering the highest
vote total will win.

Proposal B would raise sales and use tax to 6
percent. It would redistribute the industrial tax
base by collecling it statewide. It would be pat.
ently unfair to communities that have made sac-
ritices o attract industry and put up with the
inconvenience that malls and high-tech plants
bring. .

The complex Proposal B would result in two
tiers of properly tax rates, one for business, one
for homes. Proposal B would violate Michlgan's
principles of uniform tax rates and local control.

RN, N
NEWS TTEM -~ 696 OPENS........... . FINALLY.
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Hills council election
key to future for city

HOW BIG is this year’s Farming-
1on Hills City Counci} election?
B. .0 !

With five of the scven council
seats up for grabs, it's the biggest
election ever In the city's l6-year
histary.

Twelve days before the Nov. 7
vote, 13 candidates are duking it out
on the campaign trall amld an agen-
da full of issues.

As a council watcher, voter and
chronicler of city activity, I'd like to
share four of my top concerns:
©® ETHICS

Farmington Hills shouldn't need 2
municipal code of ethics. Ideally,
voters should elect ethical counci)
members, who appalint ethical board
and commlsslon members.

But time has proven that doesn’t
always happen. So a clear-cut set of
standards to live by becomes pivotal
In keeping the public trust.

Enough has been said and written
about the 13 hopefuls campaigning
for a city council scat to give voters
a fix on candidales whose ethics are
uncompromising.
© DRUGS

Amazingly, the war against sub-
stance abuse hasn't generated very
‘much debate this electlon season,

As far as I'm concerned, the city
council should be at the forefront in

the war, not just giving money and
encouragement {o the crime fight-
ers.

luntly put, substance abuse not
only provides the spur for most of
our armed robberies but also for
screwlng up so many young, impres-
sionable lives.

The city council should move to
the front lincs by not only speaking
out agalnst thls community scourge,
but alse playing a more aggressive
role in coordinating the various
groups committed to eradlcating it.

Council members can start by in-
viting Palice Chief Willlam Dwyer to
bring them up to date on law en-
forcement battles.
© FLOODING

Nobody who calls Farmingten
Hills home should have to cringe
when the skies cloud up — [earing
creck waters in their yard and sew.
age backup In thelr basement.

I the council chalks up few other

in the next two years,
it can feel a sense of accomplish-
ment by making lasting inroads into
the city's $18 million-plus storm
drainage impravement plan.
© ENVIRONMENT

Curbside recycling, trash disposal,
riverway eteanup — all key quality-
of-Jife topics that'll demand plenty
of dedicatlon, forethought and cash.

Candidates with the savvy to
dodge bureaucratic landmines in the
quest to save our natural resources
]s‘nould be high on any voter's wish

st.

@ MEETINGS

Three hours should be ample time
to work through a typical city coun-
cil agenda.

Unlortunately, tradition calls for

every council member Lo debate vir-
tually every discussion item — re-
gardless of whether they have any-
thing insightful, new or pertinent to
say.
The only thing past-mldnlght
meetings tead to do is produce more
work for the city clerk, who's the
minutes.

Let's hope the 90-minute meeting
on Monday —the last time the coun-
cil meets before election day — i5 a
sign of what's to come.

Bob Sklar is editor of the F .ome
ington Observer.

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters mus! be signed, original copies and include the address and tele-
phone number of the writer. Names will be withheld trom publication only
for sufficient reason. We reserve the right to edit them. Send letters 10
Readers' Forum, Farmington Observer, 33203 Grand River Ave., Farming-

ton 48024.

Letter writer
way off base

To the editor

As a i..du.  chool teacher in the
Farmingten school distriet, and an
aggresslve anti-drug campaigner, 1
must reply 10 a letter recently print-
<d In the Obscrver.

1 was exiremely upset by the
statement a reader made that the
Farmington school system denied
teens he opportunity to hear the
president’s message on drug abuse.
Also, {hat the educators In Farmlng-
ton are not “flexible” enough to ad-
Just thelr schedules to be a part of
thls message.

All of our sixth grade students, at
Warner Middle School llstened to
and discussed the message on drug
abuse by Presldent Bush. Many
other classrooms In our school also
were “flexible” enough to see the
importance of thls address. The sev-
enth and elghth grade students saw
the tape during thelr social classes.

Roger Gault, the assistant princi-
pal, had taped the president's mes-
sage and the tape was circulated
around our bullding, Watching some-
thing of thls Importance, in a small
group setting, is often more advanta-
geous than having a large 3

I've had the privilege of working
in the Farmington schools for 18
years. During this time, 1 have got-
ten to know many administrators
and teachers, 1 am proud to be asso-
ciated with such a caring and inno-
vative group of people,

Belare such accusatlans are made,
I suggest that “homework™ be done
tirst. We all want any message about
drug abuse to reach our klids. It is up
to every Individual to do his/her part
whenever possible. Farmington edu-
cators do not have tunnel vision or
lack of communleatlon skllis. I hope
this letter demonstrates both,

Belte Buckler, teacher,
Warner Middle Sckool
Farmlagton Hills

Self-help is
championed

To the editor:

The Oakland Llvingston Human
Service Agency has implemented
many self-help programs throughout
Its 25 years of service,

Its programs were designed to
have an Impaet on poverty by pro-
viding services to the law-Income
and

Students feel freer to express them-
selves and discussions flow easler,

Our princlpal, Walt Scoble, made
and sent a copy of the tape to the
three other middle schools to use
with thelr students.

Dlck 1sham gencral manager

Judith Doner Berne assistant managing cditor

and to help these people become
sell-sustatnlng.

OLHSA’s antl-poverty program
has helped me combat homelessness,
hunger and the agony of being
stripped of sclf-dignlty.

i
OLSHA has given me hope. It has
given me back my pride. One phone
call to 858-5180 can help you, too.
Christine and Clifford Baker,
Pontiac

Area helps
oppressed

To the editor;

ay I take this occasion to com-
mend Farminglon's mayor, Dick
Tupper, on his forthright statement
on Sunday, Oct. 15, on the occasion
of the march through his city?

As he so ably stated, Farmington
has long been a forerunner In causes
of the oppressed. Founded by Quak-
ers In 1824, this area became a re-
fuge on the Underground Rallroad
during the 1840s and "50s. The histor-
le marker for Freedom Acres on 11
Mile delincates one small partion of
that struggle.

Newcomers to this area may be
unaware of thls lllustrlous record for
our people and of the facts to which
he alluded.

Qur school system dally works to
Inlegrate chitdren of 41 nationalitles
Into the benefits of an American
school system, one of the betier sys-
tems in the state; we should all stand
proud in the achlevements of this
communlty.

Jean M. Fox, mayor pro tem,
Farmlogtoo Hilts
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