‘There are more drugs
in the joint than out on
the street. We have to
provide more
treatment — that is the
incredible crime that
the government
commits.’

— U.8. Rep. John Conyers

D-Detront

By Judith Donor Borne
statl writer

The idea of legalizing drugs
came out of the closet and into the
open for maybe the first time in
Michigan as friends John Conyers
and Howard Simon squared off be-
fore a full house at Birmingham
Temple Monday night.

“Thls is the first dialogue on the
subject In the state of Michigan
that I am awarc of,” Michigan
American Civi) Liberties Union di-
rector Simon told the largely pro-

. legalization audience at the Farm-
- ington Hills temple. “It often falls
| to the ACLU to raise what s often
| thought of as the unthinkable.”

Conyers, the Jongtime U.S. Deme
ocratic representative from De-
troit, said thls was “nol just a de-
bate, but a question of the most
fundamental social problem facing
us and the world. This Is the begin.
ning of a scries of discussions on
this subject. But we haven’t had
one discussion on what is right
short of legalization.”

Both agree that the Bush admin-
istration's approach to stemming
the tide of drugs can't work — that
there is no way to make a slgnifi-
cant dent in the ilegal drugs com-
' ing into the country — and those
: produced here,

But to Conyers, legalization is a
morality issue. He said that he
can't tell young people “Don't do
drugs" and then go ahead and
make them legal.

HE ALSO BELIEVES !cgalizing
drugs would be ineffective because
“wherever the linc is between le-
gality and illegality, the dealers
will meet you there.” If the drugs
are cheap, for example, he suggest-
¢d. then they Il charge you for mix-
ing them,

Simon said e isn't actually call-
ing for all-out legallzation. But he
doesa't want It dismissed out of
hand. “I'm not advecating we
shold do It, but we need research
andiexperimentation. Would it in-

.
‘Even if marginal use
and addiction
increased, it might be
worth it if it reduced
crime. We're not going
to arrest, prosecute
and imprison our way
out of this. It is a war
that should be fought
by the surgeon
general, not the
attorney general.
— Howard Simon
Mictugan ACLU director

Simon condones,
Conyers opposes
legalized drugs

crease use? Would it increase ad-
diction?

“Even if margina) use and addic-
tion inereased, it might be worth it
if it reduced erime. We're not going
to arrest, prosccute and mprison
our way vut of this."

“It §5 a war that should be fought
by the surgeon genceral, not the at-
torney general, Smoking used to be
50! We've made drinking and
driving o more serjous matter.”
Public attitudes can be affected
toward drugs too.

Sitmon and Conyurs agreed that
cducation, better schools, giving
cveryone a stake in society, more
treatment centers and  effective
law enforcement are the way to go.
And that more and more prisons
are not.

s ridiculous to send addicts 1o
prison, Conyers said. “There are
more drugs in the joint than out on
the street. We have to provide
more (reatment - that is the in-
credible crime that the govern-
ment commits.”

WHETHER ANY MINDS were
changed by the debate was unclear,
But at least two In the audience
{nund some argumentative holes.

Birmingham Temple rabbi,
Sherwin Wine, thought Simen got
the best of the debate, but said he
continues to oppose legalization.

Simon's point that tobacco and
aleohol are unregulated iso’t reles
vant, Wine sajd. “Drugs aren'’t the
same as other addictive substances
-~ they’re totally disorienting."

West  Bloomlield High School
senior Matt Berinan also picked up
on that. “I came In favar of Con-
gressman Conyers. Drugs are ad-
dicting. That's the one thing they

wed 10 be missing.”
{y taind is open to an alterna-
1ive along the lines of decriminal-
jzation,” said Shirley Sklar of
Southficld at the evening's end.

I don't know," sald Gisele Feld-
man of Farmingion Hills. "T be-
lieve in the family and more educa-
tion and more jobs."”

DON SKLAR

Or.{Julius Harwood.of West Bloomtiold makes a polnt during
theldlscussion following the debate.

Thusduy, Gerobue 26, 1969 Uk,

{B.Wh,toF1SA

Right thing to do

Recycling a source of community pride

This is the final article in a se-
ries tooking at Oakland County’s
program  for managing solid
waste, « three-part plan for
which officials are prepared to
spend up to $470 million. Related
stories on page 134 and 15A.

By Pat Murphy
siatf writer

It took a couple of weeks, but Troy
residents seem to be adjusting to an
ordinance requiring that grass clipp-
Ings, leaves and organic yard debris
be sh

ihe ordinance was to be rigidly en-
foreed.

In what is a solld Indlcation of
hings to come, at least six other cit-
ies In Oakland County have imple-
mented, or plan to implement, simi-
lar leal-grass separatlon programs.

It's the wave of the future as com-
munitics come 1o grip with the solid
waste problem.

BY THE END of the decade, vol-
untary recycling done on a small
scale now In citles like Birmingham,
Southficld and Farmington Hills wilt

from tra
as a condition for curbside pickup.

“There were some initial prob-
lems,” said assistant clty manager
A. John Szerlag, Including the rela-
tively short motice to resldents be-
fore the program was lmplemented.

“But people seem to realize
separating compost material is envi-
ronmentally the right thing to do,”
Szerlag said Tuesday, the first day

be and put in place on a
mandatory basls, predicts Roger J.
Smith, deputy director of the selid
waste unit of the Oakland County
Department of Public Works.

He's also one of the chief architect
of the county's three-part, $470 mil-
lion program to deal with soli¢
waste.

The plan calls for recycling, incin-
eration and the limited use of land-
fills.

taking on

[

But as expensive and ambitious as
the plan is, It simply won't work un-
tess all three components are car-
ried out — with enthusiastle support
from residents,

Associatlon of Unlversity Women
{AAUW). “What better glft can we
give than a clean environment?™

The AAUW and the League of
Wome Voters are negotlating with
Tray administrators for a glass recy-
cling facility — simllar to those In
Birmingham, Southfield and else-
where — where residents voluntarl
ly scparate and drop off glass con-
talaers.

The Troy glass recycling progratm
begins Nov. 18 at the Public Works
Facility, 4693 Rochester fload.

Just as the key to i
Troy’s yard debrls program this
week was the realization by citizens
that separating was the environmen-
tally right thing to do, the county’s
trash program is dependent on resi-
dents — uand businesses — coming to
a sitilar conclusion.

“WE SEE IT (recycling) as a gift
to the next generation,” said Linda
Brick, a Troy resident who is part of
that city's branch of the American

Brick is convil most residents
will cooperate with recyellng efforts
once they realize it s easy and bene-

icial.

*My {amily made a choice to recy-
cle," she said. “Some people might
think it's a lot of work, but it Isn't.
1t's not hard at all and it makes
difference.”

Residents in other communities
voice similar sentiments, Nancy

Ploase turn to Page 15

DETROIT IS ROLLING OUT
16 WHEELS ON SUNDRY, NoV

We're talking big wheels, tricyeles, scooters,
bicvcles, wagons, strollers, and almost anything
else non-motorized on wheels, Kids 510 12 can
build their foats themselves tof vourse, Mom and
Dad, brothers, sisters and fri
floats will be joined by mimes, jugglers, giant
Idloons and some of your favorite charcters from
MeBDonaldland® and Hudson's Santabear as they
proceed along the decorated route through the
Detroit Zoa Families can enjoy free parking and
admission to the Zoo, with Children on Parmade
beginning at 1:30 pan. Grand prize winners will be

AN EVENT OF THE SECOND ANNUAL
DETROIT THANKSGIVING FESTIVAL

Is can help) The

invited to appear on a special float in the
Michigan Thanksgiving Parade. So fiil out this
entry blank, or pick ene up at any participating
MeDonald's or Hudson's Children's Department
in all Detroit mctro stores plus Ann Arbor and
Flint. Return to The Parade Company postmarked

by Friday, November 10, Or

more information. It's puarinteed to bring out the
kid it all of us.

HUDSON'S

call 9237400 for

Address__..

City oo e -
Phone

Name

Children on Parade entry Form

Sunday, November 19, 1989 « 1:30 p.m., Detroit Zoo * Free Parking = Free Admission
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY.

Participant name.._.. ...

Age.

Name

- Age

— . State.

Zip__.

eeeo ... PatentiGuardian signature ... ...

You can work together with brothers, sisters and friends. Limit § builders per float. Additional particpanis:

Name.

TYPE OF VEHICLE

{ }Scooter () Big Wheel
( } Tricyte { ) Pedal Car
( }Stroller () Buggy

{ ) Wagon ( ) Bicycle

Age.

Name.

Ago.

Parent/Guardian signatures if different than above:

!

The Parade Company
Chlidren on Parade
9600 Mt, Elllant

Return by Novenber 10, 1989 to:

Dotroit, M1 48211 « (313) 923.7400

“A float is not oftically entered until confirmation package Is rocelved from The
Parade Company. One entry per fioat. Agas 512. Limited 1o first 1000 entrles.
No motorized vehiclas, skaleboards, roller skates or dangarous materlals.
Comptote contest rules sent upon recoipt of application,

it o s o

e




