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Schools weigh religious education policy

By Darreli Clem
staff writer

Yet, clting the scparatlon of
church and state, the palicy prohiblts

A proposed pollcy to clearly de-
fine the Walled Lake School Dls-
trict's stance on rellgion in educatlor
Is under consideratlon by the school

ard.

The district includes northwest
Farmington Hills.

The pollcy, drafled by a commit-
tee of teachers and school adminis-
trators, recognizes rellgious freedom
as a “fundamental right . . . decply
rooted in the American constitutlon-
al system.”

school of a specific re-
ligion. “No matter how well intend-
ed, official or unoficia} sponsorship
of a specifle religlon by he school Is
in direct confilct with the princlple
of that scparatlen,” it sald.

THE POLICY is aimed at sctting
clear guldelines because of changing
demographles, sald Carl Pacacha,
assistant superintendent for second-
ary education.

“We're seelng a number of people
from varlous races, rellgions and

cultural backgrounds,” Pacacha
satd,

The proposed pollcy does not siem
Irom any particular rellgious-relat-
ed lncident or complaint in the
school district, sald Lois Lange, as-
sistant superintendent of public rela.
tlons.

Pacacha sald the school board is
cxpected to vote on the rellgion-polt-
cy this {all. “We're hoplng to have
something approved belare the holi-
day scason.”

TIIE PROPOSED polley states
the district “will not permit the pro-

motion of any religious belicf, doet-
rine, creed or practlee In the publle
schools as part of lts curriculum or
co-currleular activlties.

“Factual Informatlen and objec-
tive teaching about religlons, Includ-
Ing the principles of religious free-
dom and religlous liberty and the
role of religion in history and socl-
ety, will be a permitted part” of the
cureleelum.

Among the highlights of the pollcy:

® Students cannot be penallzed
for abscnces on religious holidays,

# School programs and mectings
are to be scheduled as far In advance

Controversial artwork gets official OK

Contlnued trom Page 1

SILVERMAN, A Southfield resl-
dent who works as a clvil engincer,
is on the board of governors at the
Cranbrook Academy of Art and the
board of trustees of the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts. He bought the artwork
at the 1972 bienntal art exhibit at the
Whitney Museum In New York City.
‘The picce was In the main sculpture
group, he satd.

In addition to the Whiltney, the
white-painted, aluminum artwork
has been exhiblted outdoers at the
Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, New
York City, and the Everson Museum
of Art, Syracuse, and Indoors at the
Cranbrook Academy of Art Muscum,
Bloomfleld Hills.

“I'm delighted,” Sliverman sald
Monday. “The city of Farmington
Hills is very courageous to cnact an
enabling ordinance. I'm pleased that
I'm flghting for arlists.”

not name, 1he sculpture became the
subject of a year-long community
dlscusslon and argument.

In 1988, the zoning board of
appeals denled Silverman a varlance
for “Covington™ on the lawn in front
of the building because the elty has
no provislon In its building codes for
a work of art.

Desplte strong criticisms, the
Farmington Hllls City Council enact-
ed a controversial artwerk ordi-
nance 5-2 In April. Councl) members
Jean Fox and Paul Sowerby, who op-
posed anyattempt to regulateart,op-
posed the ordinance.

The ordinance allows “one statue,
sculpture or simllar structure” in
front yards of non-single-family resl-
dential propeny followling review of
plans and the siructure by the plan-
ning commilssion.

The artwork Is required to pass
muster with the Farmington Arca
Arts commilssion. In July, the arts
“Covington”

Sllverman sald Hall. a
Hiils resident and head of the Cran-
brock Academy of Art's sculpture
depar‘ment, “couldn't belleve” the
controversy.

“Nobody here (in the Kaufman &
Payton Law Offices bullding) dis-
liked it," said Sllverman, who s a
tenant,

AS A result of a complaint in April
1948 by 2 Farmington Hllls resident
wha clty planning and zonlng will

a “legitimate and acceptable™ art-
wark.

“In any community, you will have
dissenters and promoters of art,”
sald Bev Ellls, who chairs the nine-
member appointed arts commission.
“Anything positive that will promote
the arts Isa plus.”

IN ADDITION to the aris commis-
sion's recommendation, the sculp-
ture or structure can't be In the right

Zatertaizmest Friday & Satarday Niebt

Featuring Jose Riojas for
Your Listening Enjoyment

BRASLETTE

TINA-MARIE

Underwlro and fiberfil) cups
make this straplass llft,
Instead of {latten the bust.
Nylon lace, solin and stays
keep your waist cinched!
42-38B&C

Y, Now onty 30,99 with this ad

Southfield
Commons
20% OFF ON ALL
MERCHANDISE

SPECIALISTS IN
+ BRA!

+ GIADLES

+ UNGERIE

+ BEADEO BLOUSES

and BAGS

29297 Southfield Rd.
18lock N. of 12 Mile

557-7165

SAT/ACT COLLEGE
ENTRANCE PREPARATION

SYLVAN LLAR!

Sytvan
Leaming
ey Cerier,

ER FLELPS STUDENTS MAKE THIE GRADY
] am readisess « Improve seedy habins

o Ingrease socahulary & comprehension skilts

* Rusiew inpartant mad skills « Algebra

¢ Never more than 3 stadents pee teacher

320.00 OFF
Dingnastic Testing

5755 W, Maple ¢ Suite 115 » West Bloamficld

ACT tast dale Oct. 2810
SAT fe1] data Nov, 4th

737-2880

Because swecess begins with the basics

OCT. 19, 20,

8:00

kland Community College
Presents...

The Comedy

“"BULLSHOT CRUMMOND"

Come join the zahy exploits of
Captain Hugh “Bullshot” Crummond
as he foils the evil plans of
Germany's master spies.

For Ticket Reservations Phong_

471-770

Ask for flogina

21, 27 & 28

P.M.

0

nd i { Hall care-

Architect Kenneth New a

tully positioned “Covington" in front of the Kaufman & Payton
Law offices and a shallow siream wilh weeping willows.

of way; be a sign or commerclal
message; pose a danger to public
health, safety and welfare; exceed
health requirements; or demean or
degrade any racial, religlous, ethnic
or gender group.

The book, “Art In Public Places”
by Dennls Alan Nawrocki (1980), de-

one of a series of gates or fence-
like constructions named after
small towns which Hall began in
1969. Forms reflect the rural Mid-
westerst landscapes with  their
gates, fences, pipelines and bill-
bourds.”

"Aj'hc artwork represents isolation
an

scribes “Covington™: “Ce 1 is
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as possible 50 they will not conlict
with religlous holidays.

® Apart from factual, objective
Infgrmation, “retiglons symbols will
not be displayed in public schoo!
bulldlngs.”

® Rellgious practlces, prayer,
celebratlon or observation — unless

plays would have to be “consjstent
with district policy and have approv.
al of the principal at least 10 days
prior to the presentation.” Morcover,
student  participation in rellgious
performances would be optional.

The commlittee that drafled the
policy recommended that the dls-
trict help students learn“the funda-

part of a planned currleulum —
would be p d at school-spH
sored events.

® The study of religious art, dra-
ma, literature and music would
encotraged in such subjects as flne
arts, the humanitles and history. But
all rellgious performances and dis-

mental that exist among
people of different cultures and re-
liglons” as well as “the fundamental
unity of all human beings.” .

1i the school board approves the
policy, It would take effect immedi-
ately, Pacacha said.

Continued from Pago 1

Investigatlve work [s continuing,
Including processing of physical
evldence at the police lab.

The 29-year-old victim was at-
tacked between 11:30 pm. and
midnight Sept. 20 by a man who
broke in, claiming to be a malnie-
nance worker. It is believed the

Rape suspect charged

man ecntered the apariment
through a bedroom window.

According to informatlon from
police, the man confronied the vic-
thm, first asking to see her former
roommate, then tebling her he was
a maintenance worker. He then
sexually assaulted her. She was
treated at Botsford General Hospi-
tal and released.
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