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Harrison students get taste of a

‘By Cosoy Hans
statf wilter

HEY FEASTED on ancient
Greek and Roman foods
this week, warmed In mod-
einday  Aitchen

appli-
ances.

‘That was just the point.

Two section of students at Harrl-

son High Scheol are studying how the
ancient cultures affect them today,
and why each aspeet Is Important.
The Ancient Feast, held in Harrl-
son's media center at lunch time
Tuesday, represents Just one activity
in an expanded and improved
Humanitles program in the Farm-
ington Publle Schools.

It is taught at both Farmington
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RANDY BORST/31al pholographer

Joyce Kaplan, a humanities teacher at Harrison High, makes
her woy through the food line with juniors Pat Cullen and Ray
Ankawi at Tuesday's Ancient Feast. Foods were all prepared
-{rom recipes from ancient times.

and Harrison high schouls and plans
call for offering it 1o North Furm-
mgton students next fall. A total of
110 juniors and sepiors at the two
schools are enrolled this year.

Instead of studying cultures from
the ancient to modern in 20 weeks,
beginning this year teachers are tak-
ing a full school year to teach the
subjects in greatee depth. During the
first semester, students study from
ancient civilizations through the Re-
naissanee peried, then from from the
nce to modern times duging
cond half of the yuar.
like the changed emphasis,”
sald Laura Spartow, an English and
humanitics teacher at  Harrison.
“For the kids, and us cqually, it of-
fers a varicty we wouldn't have oth-
erwise. That’s the whole new thrust
of it

“It maukes it available 10 @ wider
group of kids."
ANOTHER 1IARRISON teacher,

i 1

Juyce Kaplan, has taught humanities
{for 1B years but said the new pro-
gram allows her to teach the cul-
tures more in-depth and leaves even
more time for hands-on projects.

It is hoped teachers from varjous
persuasiens can become invelved in
the program as it develops.

At Harrison this week, even media
specialist Carla Barrett got into the
act. She discovered the Frugul Gour-
met coakbook, which offered recipes
from three ancient cultures, and de-
veloped a lecture about foods for the
two classes. The media center was
also decorated with already-com-
pleted Humanities projects, includ.
ing ancient soap sculptures.

At North Farmington, art teacher
Lynn Olson Is preparing for next
{all, when the program wili be of-
fered at her school, thus available
throughout the district. “It's a big
void that nceds (o be addressed,"” she
said.

40 AFA

ncient culturés

She's looking forward to the syn-

“We wanted them to develop a
attitude - the reasons

¢ .
riculum in the three high schools.
‘The Teacher On TV concept, where
students can monitor a class from a
remote location, will probably be
used in the classes, she added.

PAT TOMPKINS, an English and
Latin teacher at Farmington High, is
coordinating that school’s twe sec-
tions of the class. Both Tompkins
and the Harrison teachers did dem-
onstrativns this fall using ancient
Egyptian hieroglyphics.

The in-depth humanities program
integrates a pumber of areas, includ-
ing the visual arts, performing arts,
functional arts, literary arts, history
and philosophy.

“The appreciation of creativity
and its importance to the individeal
and society throughout history is
also a major goal of the course,” a
course outline says.

«

I
W inkwell

Inkwell provides news about
irinington-areu primary  and
comdary students and educa-
s tion assues. s column appears
»monthly as part of the Observer's
L “School Page.” Send news items
210 The School Page, Farmington
¢« Obsereer, 33203 Grand  River,
« Furmington 48024. Include a tele-
. phone number where a contuct
: person cun be reached during the
-duy. ftemns will not be taken over
- the phone.

;@ SOMETHING DIFFERENT

+  This year, parents and studenis at
: Forest Elementary School in Farm-
< ington Hills decided to do something
+ different for Halloween,

“They hield a Pumpkln Fest Oct. 21,

¢ during which parents and students
+ate cider and doughnuts. There was
‘face painting and a visit from
. McGrulf the Crime Dog. Tom Plun-
: kard entertained the children with a
- magle show.
. The Pumpkin Fest was pald for by
rarea homvowner asseciatlons and
-organized by the Forest Parent/
Teacher Qrganization. Burger King
. donated cups for the event.

+© WALKING WELL

! Flanders Elementary School is
:contlnuing the Walking Wellness
; progratn initlated at the Farmington
+ clementary last spring.

: In the Interest of becomling physi-
+ cally fit, students with adult leaders
> are using the lunch recess to walk
¢ huf a mile to 1% miles each day.

© READING PROGRAM

Trustees will scon conslder a read-
Ing currtculum for Farmington Pub-
lic Schools students in grades kinder-
garten through six.

The school board Is expected to
study the proposed changes and vote
on the propesed change at the next
regular meeting.

The reading curriculum proposal
has becn In the works for the past
three years, It offers o new definl-
1 tlon of reading with the goa) of de-
+ veloping “strategic and motivated
! readers,” according to a philosophy
| statement.
¢ The new program Is designed to
J encourage positlve attiludes toward
3 reading !n all grades. Goals designed
+ for cach grade level are on the

the classroom.

Art consultant Araxey Barsamlan
said groups of three or four students
(n Retta London's flrst grade used
bright, vivid paint colors as part of a
hal{-day group project Oct. 27,

“1'm trying to bring out the Amer-
lean artlst — we tog often talk about
the other,” she said. “You've got to
give them (students) things they can
relate to.”

© USABLE DISCARDS

East Middle School science teach-
er Carolyn McQuiggan ts looking for
businesses interested in encouraging
the concept of recycling and willing
to donate some materials they now
discard.

As a class science project, stu-
dents will be asked to research prop-
erties of this material and then to re-
cycle it by creating something edu-
catlonal, useful or cntertaining from

it

“Your trash could be our trea-
sure,” McQuiggan said In a recent
fller. She asks bustnesses ta consider
scraps of plastic, leather, paper, rub-
ber or fabric, promotlonal teftovers,
window display matertals, plastic
tubing, wire, wooden rods, tape,
yarn, twine, packaglng or shipping
materials, and other disposable
items.

Any ltems wlll be considered,
McQulggan said. She ¢an be reached
at the Farmington Hills school, 489-

© GIFTED MEETINGS

Parents of Farmington Public
Schools children Interested in having
a say about glfted cducation will
have their chanee in November, as o
committee of parents and schoal em-
ployces gather information for a
study on'the issue.

Public meetings have been sched-
uled as follows:

# Elementary level meeting 7-9
p.m. Tuesday, Nov, 7, at East Mlddle
School.

® Secondary level meeting 7-9
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 9, at East Mid-
dte School.

@ Joint meeting for all levels 1-3
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 28, at the Lewls
Schulman Adminlstrative Center.

® MERIT SEMIFINALISTS
Fourteen students at four Farm-

H Essentlal Objectd for
{ Reading. “

1@ FUN WITH ART

¢ Studcnts at Wooddale Elementary
: School in Farmington Hills leamned

rabout the abstract expressionist
American palnter Jackson Pollock
(hls month by imitating his style in

[N

8 schools have been
named semifinalists in the 1890
competition for Natlonal Merit
Scholarships,
They include:

-, @ Farmington Uigh School sen-

fors: Atul Gupta, George Hixvon,
Darius Mchraban, Alexa Nlchols and
Kristopher Shler.

.

® Harrison High School sentor
Pau) Levine.

& Mercy High Schoo!
Kathleen McDonald

® North Farmington High sen-
jors: Steven Blum, Kara Higley,
Adrienne  Mocello, Ryan Regan,
Joshua Rintamakl, Danicl Serlin and
Amy Thursam,

The group is among more than
15,000 named this fall in the compe-
tition. They are selected by taking
the 1988 PSAT/NMSQT as juniors.
More than 6,000 of the students will
lrccclve scholarships worth §23 mill-
ion.

senior

© GOVERNMENT DAY

The Farmington Rotary Club Is,
once again, spensoring student gov-
crnment day for students at Harrl-
son and North Farmington high
schools.

The Dee. 5 event will pair partlct-
pating students with officials of the
city of Farmington Hllls for the day,
giving them Insight into the daily op-
erations of a city.

A lunch will be at Mercy Center
that day, where senlers from Harri-
son and North Farmington will be
recognized,

A simllar day for students at
Farmington High School and the city
of Farmington will be hosted later in
the year.

o BOOKIT

Sceond graders at Gitl Elementa-
ty School in Farmington Hills are
participating in a home readlng in-
centive program entitled “Book 1t
sponsored by Pizza Hut and running
{rom Oct. 6 through Feb. 28.

Students are encouraged to read
at home for at least 15 minutes with
a famlly member listening or to be
tead to for part of the time.

Students reading 20 days of every
month will recelve a coupon good for
onc Individual pizza frem Pizza Hut.
Students rcadlng 20 days a month
for four to five months will recclve
an henor diploma from principal Ml
chael Duff. If 100 percent of the stu-
dents In the class mect their reading
goals In any four of the program’s
five months, the class will earn a
free plzza party.

® BAZAAR PLANNED

The annual holiday bazaar at Gill
Elementary School in Farmington
Hills is scheduled 10 em. (0 4 pm.
Saturday, Dec. 2.

Handmade arts and crafts will be
sold; last year, the barnar featured
53 crafters.

Also part of the event is the “Chll.
dren’s Room” where students can do
their shopping without parents.

for successes ahd [altures, the influ-
cnce of personalitles,” said John
Barrett, language aris goordifator
for the district. “Students learn best
when things are integrated. They can
begin to see the big picture.

“We've totally revamped the
class.”

THE NEW program was devel-
oped by a committee of English, mu
sic, art and history professionals.
who rewrote the curriculum last
spring and summer. A new texibook
was also purchased to coincide with
the curriculum changes.

Other resources for the class in
clude speakers, concerts, demonstra-
tions, field trips, and other hands-on - -
materials such as musical instru-
ments and art supphes.

A variety of food greeted 50
Harrison juniors and seniors
Tuesday, as they participated
in the first ever Ancient Feast
port of the revamped
Humanities program in the
Farmington Public Schools.
Students and staif did the
cooking, using ancient re-
cipes.

HANDWRITING AS AN ART-
Cailigraphy made edsy...using our
amazing set that allows even’
the most inhibited hand to write
freely. Just in time to begin
writing holiday cards, elegantly i

...or to consider as a gift.: !
Set includes a medium point pen
with 3 interchangeable italic nibs |
in fine, medium and broad. :
2 red, 2 blue and 2 black ink
cartridges, convertér and '
instructions. Gift-boxed, $30.
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We welcome Jacobson's Charge and American Express® fary
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