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‘West Side Story’ Humor is accented Musical ‘Baby’ gets "
an exciting show

Performances of “West Side
Story” continue through Sunday,
Nov. 5, at the Jewish Community
Center in West Bloomficld. For
reservations call 661-1000, or call
354-0545 for ticket information or
reservations.

"By Barbara Michola

spoclal writer

Sparked by wonderiul choreogra-
phy and an abundance of talent, a
young and spirited case makes the
Nancy Gurwin preductlon of “West
Side Story” throb with vitallty.

Many of the troubled Leens in the
Leonard Bernstein-Stephen  Son-
dhetm musical are played by young-
sters of about the right age, young-
sters who also slng and dance with
impressive sklil.

Dircctor-choreographer  Kathl
Bush's interpretation scems faithful
to the splrlt of the origlnal Jerome
Robbins dance numbers. By doing
hese dances successfully within the
conlines of the small stage at the
Jewlsh Community Center, Bush
achlieves a near-miracle.

An updated verslon of the Romeo
and Jullet story, “West Side Stary"
deals with the tenslons and preju-
dlees between two rival New York
City street gangs. The [ll-fated lov-
ers are Tony (Daany Gurwin), a Pol-
ish iember of the Jets, and Maria
{Dawn Hamblin), a Puerto Rlcan
whose brother Bernardo is the lead-
cr of the Sharks.

WHEN TONY and Marla show In-
terest in each other they trigger the
gang war that has been percolating
for somc tlme, When the gangs
clash, thelr rumbles are choreo-
graphed with as much care as thelr
other energetic dance numbers. The
violence s reasonably convincing,
even from the front row,

Bath Gurwin and Hambiln have
outstanding volces and strong stage
presence Lhat make thelr perfor-
mances polished and moving. Their
ducts “Tonlght,” “One Hand, Onc
Heart” and “Semewhere” radlate
vocal power, as do Gurwin's rendi-
tion of “Marla” and Hamblin's “1
Fecl Pretty.”

Michael Pilon's seethes

in ‘Mr. Roberts’

Performances of "Mr. Roberts”
continue through Saturday, Nov,
18, at the Farmington Players
Barm in Farmington Hills. For
ticket information, call the bor
office at 538-1670.

By Mark 8. Catloy
special wrlter

with anger and resentment, perlodi-
cally erupting with staccato bursts
of frenctlc energy as he leads gang
members Mike Deming, Daryl
Zlcgelman, Kenny Peurassarri and
Brett Ward through theie paces.

Jesse Heindle's boyish good looks
nlcely belie his bent for violence as
Riff, the leader of the Jets. Jason
Scott as Actlan, another Jet, excels
In the “Officer Krupke™ number,
which takes a humorous look at the
causcs of delinguincy. Other talented
Jets are Howard Freeman, Tony
Casarta, Don Shepherd, and young
Marc Bleyer as Baby John.

Laura Rodgers does a fine job as
Anlta, Bernardo's girlfrlend. Her
Puerto Rlcan accent Is convincing,
and she sings “A Boy Llke That” and
“Amerlea” with ficry intensity.

AMONG THE ADULTS, Gary Lee
‘Temple does hls usual good work as
Doc, the drugstore owner who tries
{0 befriend the teens but Is helpless
to prevent the tragedy. Dolores
Schievil 1s amusing as Glad Hand, but
Michacl Kewal's Detective Schrank
I3 so overly Intensc he cannot be tak-
cn seriously.

Music director Lee George and the
four member orchestra keep the
sound Jevel just right for the small
auditerium. The simple sct functions
pecfectly.

Overall, this “West Side Story” is
a remarkable achievement combln-
ing talent, encrgy and expert direc-
tion.

The Farmington Players' produc-
tion of “Mr. Roberts” contalns sever-
a! fine Individual performances and
captures most of the humor of the
play nicely. . it lacks

ieave In more than a year. The cap- Performances of “Baby” con-
taln, one of life's truly emblttered tinne through Saturday, Nov. 11,
lusers, has made this ship hls own at St. Dunsten's Guild of Cran-
despotic kingdom, which he rules brook in Bioomficld Hills. For
with an incpt but Iron hand. He bates  ticket information call the box
Mr.-Roberts for the respect and loy-  office at 644-0527.

alty the licutenant cnj?ys from the {
crew.

CRAIG FORHAN as Doug Rob-
erts Is a’likcable leader, but hls por-
trayal lacks the strength and charis-
mia needed to make the tove and de-

By Barbara Michals
spocial wrlter

lively presentation -

Spriggs and Solverson are appropri-
ately more sedate in their reactions
to Impending parenthood. Satver-
son's fine valee is delightful, and
Spriggs is likable and convlncing as
a thoughtful, loving husband and fa-
ther.

‘The third couple, Pam and Nick
(Marsha Coosala and Mike Smith),
first sulfer false expectations and

votion of the ship’s crew

“Baby," a bouncy musical that then a humiliating  struggle to
celebrates the joys and anxieties of  conceive that puts a real strain on
d d the The Coosala *

Jack Grulke rants convincingly as
e evil captain but falls to give the
the depth needed to make

with splm'nnd style by 'st. Dun:
stann's Gulld of Cranbrook.

1he cohesiveness and splrit needed to
create a truly memorable experi-
ence.

‘Thomas Heggen and Joshua Lo-
gan's World War I Navy comedy
contlnues to stand as a truly great
plece of American theater, The story
of Lt. Doug Roberts’ quest to get off
a cargo ship and Into combat during
the waning days of the war, It re-
mains one of the warmest, funniest
and best written accounts of men in
uniform ever staged,

THE TROUBLE with the Farm-
Ington Players production is that di-
rector Sandra Sutherland's cast has
focused more on “acting” (making
sure their lines have the proper in-
flectlon and that their facial expres-
sions are appropriate)} than they
have on “interacting” (establishing
comfortable relationships with the
other characters on staged. This -
ability to gel as a umt feaves the po~-
duction  without the warmed and
human feeling it needs.

Action focuses on the cenflict e
tween the title character and -
racnical ship’s captain As exevutive
officer of Navy cargo ship AK&d1,
Mr. Roberts spends his time trying
to get transferred into a combat wnit
and trying to make life bearable for
a crew, which has not had shore

him truly menacing.

Bobb Locks turns in a nice per-
formance as Ensign Pulver, the
cocky but totally iInsccure offlcer
who linds his courage ol the show's
cllmax. Locks' self-depreclating hu-
mor makes Pulver the most endear-
Ing member of the crew. Chuck
Fisher Is understated and authentic
In the somewhat thankless role of
Doc, Mr. Roberts' Jow-key sidektck,

Same of the finest moments In the
show also come frotn minor charac-
ters, the sailors who make up the
crew. The grulf-talking Jim Snide-
man, fresh-faced Phil Hadley and
energelic Frank Marcus especially
stand out. When Danny, a student of serious

The set, unfortunately, is cramped  mustce, decldes to joln a rock band to
and awkward [t restrictlons con- +Support his prospective family, An-
tribute heavtly to the show's stum-  dres Is hllarlously transformed Into
bhng pace. Costumes seem simple @ punk rocker with leather facket,
uiledtie. chates and an outlandish splked wig.
istee Roberts™ is a wonderful
play. and despite its flaws, this pro-
duetien does manage to draw a lot of
Lavghs and generate more than a few
v eyes in the audience at the end
show,

The story follows the lives of three
couples, two of them expecling a
baby and one trylng (o cancelve. As
luck would have it, it Is only the lat-
ter couple that really desires a child
at this point in their llves.

Danny and Lizzle (Jim Andres and
Pat Ward) are a young, unmarricd
college couple who must adjust thelr
goals and expectatlons when an acci-
dental pregnancy comes along. Bolh
Andres and Ward arc gifted, ener-
getle performers who are terrific vo-
cally and generate real chemisiry
together.

ALAN AND ARLENE (Tom
Spriggs and Barbara Solverson) are
a mature couple whose first three
chitdren are already grown and out
of the nest. An unexpected pregnan-
cy also transforms their lives, forc-
ing compromises and changes.
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Mark 8. Carley is active in focal
community theater, both on stape
and behind the scenes. He is a

and love and build real sympathy fmj |
thelr characters. .

In a small role, Valjoan Myers is:
very funny as a doctor struggling to+
adjust to new contact lenses while
advising Pam and Nick. Giher sup-
porting players are fine individually
but never quite mesh vocally as a
chorus.

The show's musical numbers are
all pleasant, but there are not really
memorable songs. “I Want R Al
fakes the age-old experience of ex-.
peetant motherhood and anchors it
firmly in the ‘805, “Fatherhood*
Blucs” olfers an amusing male view- -
point. i

and affable Smith convey warmth

Director Isabel Himclhoch and.
musical director Marlene Loucks
keep the pacing smooth and lively,
However, conductor Loucks allows
the five-member orchestra to some-
times averpower the singers, and
clever lyrics get lost in the process.

Barbare Michals teaches high
school English tn Southficld. A
theater critic for the last 15 years,
she is an inveterate playgoer who
regularly catches up on all the
New York productions.

member of Ridgedale Players in
Troy.
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FREE BANGQUET HOOM AVAILADLE ']
Mexican or Amecican Culsine

Includos:

Stoak Fojita, 2 Ta-
cos, Choosa Enchil-
du, E Padra Burrl- |
10, Tostada, Gua- |
camolo Dip, Rice & |
Boons,

9.95

801 vadd with any othee Ofpe.

24366 GRAND RIVER
B Blocks W. of Telegraph) » 537-1450

Peari’s
Gardemn

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons » Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM s Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Satl. 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PM

L 469 S. Woodward « Birmingham

2  644-2913

[}

2

OLEANIA 1NN

For a truly elegant evening of dining. Let
us ravish you wlh our culsine and
service. Serving: Cantonase, Szechuen
(Hot & Splcy), Exotic Dishes & Cockialls.

MEADOWBROOK VILLAGE MALL
68 N. Adams, Rochestor Hills
corner of Walton & Adams

Best Kept Seeret
in Bloomfield Hills”

“Come Taste the Difference”

BEAUJOLIAS NOUVEAU

PARTY!

Thursday, November 16, 5:00-8:30
20 per pers
Includes: Appetizers A5
-+ Sefect Wines from
France & Culifornia
2393 Woodward ¢ Bloam(licld Hills

Nvah ol Square Labe R3 Y
334-4561
Hours Lunch, Mon-Fti 110 mas p .

Thots. 3 pan-11 pm

the authentic

41661 Plymouth

ERNESTO’S

is proud to feature

of
Maestro Chef Ernesto DeMichele

453-2002

(formerly Hillsido Inn} .

ltalian cuisine

Rd. + Plymouth g

Weve got
what you
really need
for the
holidays.

Marriott’s

Tivo For Breakfast Weckend™

o e ot 1of et preno
Srom §59 it
“Treat yourself to a halidsy w
Doativte stopping, catch up with fricads, or
anotlicr city o 3 €
alkearty breakfas

Nint'll enjoy your weekend even

CILYOU U YOUT
Discover? Cand. G

end youelk never farget.
¢ how
include

waifabitity is

liniited, arkd at these great rates,

roomy will go fast, Spectd weekerxd
saten are pood at over 165

\69 .
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The Des lan,

A Marrioit Hotel

313) 271.2700

Traditiong) ehoace maome
Al lscation autos front e
Heurs bond Museun ad
Grevntich] il

rport Marrion

0
I Btk st n e
DR1Eon Metro Astpwort

o participating hotels througlt
ceember 24, 19K, and do not
apply to groups. Roos only
5 " rtes are also available i~
5 GOOD REASONS 55,
B choive, your el agent, or I
WHY YOU sHOULD EAT AT calustoll-free, Livonia Marriott
. , (313)-i62- 3100
1-800-USA-WKND \\:'i'x‘ |u-:|| el I'Jrl; Plice
N b st oner S0 . .
TRINI & CARMENS Marriolt People AV Thearend | ted ety ]
1, Serving thia area for 25 years, We are now serving the know how: e P
children and of our earlles! p
2. Knowledgeablo people who know Mexican food oat hera. ]
3. Wa woro the firsl with our own style Nacho - and copled { |
by many. : R
4, Indopendent and family awned. dod and addod N [
§. We have recently remodeted and expardied and addo: g e skt
Southfleld Marriou
more items to cur menu. (313) 3967100 o
by ihe hearsof Natbiickd Clowe )
TRINI & CARMENS v O Mol and ;
Fairlane Mall J
o . - . k
_f \] . :
ANN ARBOR WATERFORD M ‘i o
50N, Territorlal - 1715 Telegraph arr‘o . ,
. . 685-3967 - 332-8851 HOTELS RESORTS :
' " N . < \ t )



