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Pilot school gets high marks from parents

By Casey Hans
staltwriter -

Roui'u of a survey releasad last

 week show Highmeadow Common

Campus pitrents-glve the Farming-
ton Hills pnol elementary school
xood jnnrk: Dearly every catego-

Wlmt you havc here is a group of
folks tickled plnk with the program,”
sald Oakland Schools consultant Er-
nest Baucr, who is worklng with the
evaluation committee and who com-
plled and analyzed the survey re-
sults.

“I'think ‘the parents did read the
survey and-responded In ways that
were apprapriate in every respect.”

Bauer nl!cmd detalled numbers

and categories, but did include a
margln for error In hla survey, There
was not a clear cutoff datc on ac-
cepting responses to the surveys; the
deadline was extended to allow fur-
ther responses, which could skew re-
sults,

The survey Is part of an evalva-
tlon of Highmeadow Common Cam-
pus, which opened In the fall of 1988,
The school offers not only a core cur-
riculum bul also enrichment and ad-
vanced courses.

Students in’ gradu one through
five from throughout the district
were sclected by lotlery to attend
the school. The school was deslgned
to offer new programs and to ease
overcrowding in the dlstrict.

THE SURVEY'S PURPOSE is
two-fold: To gulde Farmington
School District officlals as they look
at the program’s future and to deter-
mine how the Highmendow popula-
tion will be handled in an ongoing el-
ementary school boundary study,

Judith White, the asslstant super-
ntendent coordinating Lhe evafua-
tlon, called the survey “an cxcep-
tlonal report for Farmingion, be-
cause schools across the nation are
not getting such a good report card.”

Some Farmington school trustees
said the active Highmeadow parent
population and overall excitement
over the new program might skew
the figures. But they nonctheless
were pleased with the response and
the numbers.

Gifted education forums set

A committee studylng gifted edu-
cation in Farmington Public Schools
is sceking community Ideas for the
direction of the program.

A 38 be has been

high schoolsy 7-9 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 9, at East Mlddle School.

& Overall meeting for both levels:
1-3 p.m. Tuesday. Nov. 28 at Lewls

appointed to gather Information and
study glfted education jssues. The
graup is scheduled to make prcscn-
tation and

Center,
32500 Shiawassee,
‘The group is studying issues such
as gencral currlculum. counseung.
X

changes to the school board Feb. 6,
Public meetings on gifted ssues
are scheduled for;
® Elementary school level: 7-9
m. Tuesday, Nov. 7, at East Mlddle
School Mlddlcbcll, north of 10 Mile,
® Sccondary level (mlddle and
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facilitics and other glfted-related
ideas also will be consldered.

The study committee has repre-
sentatlves (rom the school board, ad-
minlstration, curriculum coordina-
tors, teachers, gifted coordinators,
parents and students.

‘The commitiee is chaired by glft-
ed cocrdinator Barbara Rebbeck and
parent Bob Koplcko,
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Most concurred that the pllot pro-
gram would contlnue through June,
when the district will declde its fate,

Direct parent Involvement has to
affect the figures, sald trusiee
James Abernciby. “There hastobea
plus. That item is part of the reason
for the success of the the rest of the
program

“There’s an element of newness
and excitement there that shows
here. It would be nice If that could
goon forever.”

“MY CONCERN s, how do we
maintain the delirfum?" asked trus-
tee Janlee Rolnick, who said she sup-
ports moving ahead wlith program in
{future years.

Each household with children at
Highmeadow In grades two through
five were sent surveys, with 174, or
66 percent, of the households return-
Ing the questlonnalre With the excep-
tion of one questlon g special

sponses by 80 pesvent or mare of the
parents,

Also surveyed was 12 percent of
the houscholds with chitdren tn other
clementary schoels to determine the
quality of the overall elementary
program; about half of these, or 8
percent of the total population, par-
tlelpated. They were slightly less en-
thustastic, with most of the answers
having 80 percent or more positive
responses. A major concern by this
group of parents was the lack of op-
portunlty for thelr children to leamn
from (hose at other age levels.

THE SURVEY ls the flrst part of
the Highmeadow evaluation project,
which will continue throughout the
school year — the second year of a
two-year phlot. Using 44 questlons,
the survey attempted to address sev-
en key areas: academic program,

curriculum, instruction, parent par-
ticlpation, speclal studeat pepula-
tlons, student attitudes, social envl-
ronment and total clementary pro-
geam.

Trustee Jack Inch became agitat-
cd at Bauer's apparcnt Inability 1o
explaln and analyze the numbers in
the survey further. Bauer had com-
pared the results of the two sample
groups of parents without explana.
tton as to the signlficance of cach.
One Highmeadow parent sald he
would “cautlon interpreting the re-
sults further.” He added that only
1wo things guarantee success: paren-
ta) jnvolvement and the attitude of
teachers.

Based on discusslon last week, It
appears the clementary boundary .
study committee will be directed to
consider Hlghmeadow a successful
program when considering various ©
school attendance areas.

educatlon needs, 90 percent or more
of the questions had positive re-
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