They like the look
that brick provides

By Doug Funka
statf writer ‘It provides the image
The appearance, pure and simple,  {he cily wants to
is what atiracts homeowners and project — a positive,
commercial customers to  brick A ki
tandscaping, omey kind of image.
hlﬁﬂey 3'Nclll of Birmingham sald The brick walkways
she Just didn't think a wood deck
would mesh architecturally with the adda ”e'zse of N
house she shares with husband Bill community pride.
¢ O'Neills wanted to do something -— i
with a small plot in the yard that had P:;:,/)f;gco%c[:

been used as a garden and cantained
some old patio blocks,

“1 had seen It (brick) at a shopping
center In town,” she said. “I just
think it's a nicer look."”

They contracted for a small brick
patio and a brick ribbon walkway
along the driveway.

“We've had a lot of poslitlve com-
ments. People out walklng have
stopped and said how nice it looks,”
Lesley sald.

Paut Camllleri of Livonia has In-
stalled a brick patio, a brick walk-
way between the patlo and a deck
and a brick walkway leading to the
children’s play area In the yard.

“WE WANTED It to have a park-
like atmosphere,” Camilleri said of
his ncwly built house. “Asphalt or
cement would take away from that."

Camillerl and his wife, Karen, be-
came more and more enamoared with
brick landscaplng the more they saw
of It ever the years at builder shows.

“It T could afford it, 1 would have
a brick driveway and sidewalk,” he
satd.

Molly Kuclo, who llves with hus-
band Tom in Northville, sald there
was no doubt In her mind what she
wanted when an old brick walkway
and porch steps started deterlorat-
ing In the house they bought last

year,

More briek.

"I fell In love with it. It really
made an entrance to the house,”
Molly sald.

“I've had nothing but positive re-
marks. In fact, another nelghbor
down the strect Is golng to have
Brickscape do something for them.

“Even (he woman who dld our
wallpaper and did the master bed-
room called and said how nice it
Inoked," Kuclo said.

BRICK LANDSCAPING ls golng
bcyond resldentlal.

“Agaln, it makes a statement
about what they'rc dolng, what
they're about,” sald Joe DiRado,
owner of Brickscape.

Mike Soulliere, owner of Soulllere
Decorative Stone, sald his company
has done 43,000 square {eet of brick
landscaping at the entrance to the
Detrolt Zoo and 25,000 square feet at
the Scott Fountain on Belle Isle. *

Soulllere also did a brick patle
some years back at Oakland Hills
Country Club In Blrmingham espe-
clally for the U.S. Open.

The patio was taken apart after k

lhe tournament and the bricks were
bled at drinking
:md other spots around the course.

MUNICIPALITIES WITH down-
towns also are golng for the brick
look in central business districis.

“It provides the lmage the clty
wants te project — a positive,
homey kind of Image," sald Paul Sin-
cock, asslstant to the clty manager
in Plymouth. “The brick walkways
add a sense of eommunity pride.”

The bricks installed around Kel-
logg Park in the early 1870s were fi-
nanced by private donatlons, Sincock
sald.

Brick landscaplng also projects a
historlcal flavor, sald Steven
Walters, city manager In Northville,
where Brickscape has done a num-
ber of projects including the arca
around the clty's bandshel).

“Because Lhey're more cxpensive,
you iry to get the flavor by doing ac-
cents, only the edge (of sidewalks) at
certaln  points and  erosswalks,”
Walters said.

V7 .

d

N\

Thursday, November 2, 1939 OLE

{*IF)* #3IH

CHAIS BOYD

Brickscape workers lay out a circle and fan design for a home in  Pheasant Hills subdivision in Northville,

Bricks get the nod over concrete

Contlnued from Page 1

“TWO FACTORS we work on
closely are bullding a base to handle
what you want to handle . . . and to-
tal drainage.

“We pitch (slope) at two inches per
10 fect. By doing that, 90 percent (of
‘water) will go over the top and the
10 percent that goes through the
cracks wlil be handled by the slag.”
Soulliere said.

Bricks are more durable than con-
crete slabs because they're individu-
ally set and, therefore, can tolerate
ground movements more, DiRado
and Soulllere maintaln. Bricks are
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more dense than concrete and al-
ready have been cured before
they're set.

Bricks also will stand up to snow
shoveling and salt, Diane DiRado
said.

Soulliere and DiRado cach war-
rant their work for two years.

Price may be a drawback for
some people.

WHILE IT'S difficult to general-
ize, brick landscaping, on average,
will cost $7.50 per square foot, con-

crete $3.50, DiRado said. Soulliere
estimated concrele work at $3 per
square foot. brick at $6-9.

About a half dozen different styles
of brick are available. Generally, the
fancier the pattern, the more expen-
sive the work.

But the tolal cost of the job de-
pends on such factors as difficulty of
preparation, size of the job and type
of brick selected.

"It could be less expensive touse a
more expensive brick that doesn't
need as much cutting,” DiRado said.

“Everyone has a different Idea,”
he said. “] think more and more peo-
ple know what they want. They kind
of have an idea what they like and
what they don't like.”

Builders are starting to give

buyers the option of brickwork te
traditional concrete or decks, Soul-
liere said.

“It’s an upgraded choice,” he sald.
“They're still green and stilk scared,
but they're doing it more.

"Rich people, of course, had it
first,” Soullicre said. “Now the mid-
dle class is sceing IL. They’re looking
at the longevity of It. They say, ‘I
can get concrete for U5 the price, but
it's going to crack. They look at the
long-range investment now."

Both DiRado and Soullicre scll
bricks retall and rent equipment to
do-it-yourselfers.

Incredibly low prices for beautiful new homes —

inte Sales Office and feast your eyes on Copper
le new homes. Those who buy now — during
pre-construction ~ will get a pocketful of savings on these gorgeous,
2 bedroom, 2% bath condominium homes.

Come to our Green,

Creck's most aff

Just look at all you
ment, wood-buming

- brick exterior, private patio,

with lavish master bath, cven a 2-car garage.

Outside — pure pleasure. Mmsvmmngandwuﬂs right outside

your door and golf next door.

Looks like you just found the perfect home. Hurry — prices will be

going up s-0-o-n!

Condominiums

Phonc 661-4422

‘Townhomes and Ranch-Style Homes
Pre-construction Priced From *109,9901

at Copper Creek

on Fourteen Mile Rd. and Halstead.

Moddsopendaw111.sanmm&mlza

lace, central alr, refrigerator, dishwasher,
oven and range, dramatic vaulted ceflings, sensational master suite

$109,990.
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