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New library, library tax in voters’ hands

By Casey Hana
staff writer

Besldes filling seats Ln city council
races in bath Farmin, Farm-
ington Hills, local voters will decide
two issues invoiving the 17-year-old,
two-branch Farmington Community
Library system.

Voters will " consider spending
$14.5 miilion for a new library and
decide whether to allow an inde-
pendent lbrary system tax levy of
1.5 mills for 20 years.

Council

By Noroen Flack
staff writer

Farmirgton Hills City Cocacil
must take vigorous steps to promote
commupity teen programs in the
fight against drugs, candidates said
last week, but some stopped short of
outright support for a teen center,

The 13 candidates met Oct. 25 to
share views for the last time before
the Tuesday, Nov. 7 election. The fo-
rum was a candidates night spoo-
sored by the Council of Homeowner
Associations of Farmington Hills in
the city council chambers.

Questions were asked by a panel
consisting of Betty Nicolay, Farm-
ington Families in Action chairman:
Bob Sklar, Farmington Observer ed-
itor; and Barry Stulberg, COHA
board member,

Ten candidates are secking four
regular terms; three are vying to fitl
the remaining two years of former
councilman Joe Alkatecb’s four-year
term.

Reguiar
term
hopefuls

Cantinued trom Pago 1

tion effort.

“It was a decision based on a lot of
additlonal information we have,” she
sald, adding that the change made “a
complete, total downtown area. It
does tie in the area and was part of
the master plan.”

Campbell also supported the new
building and sald the third phase of
the downtown rejuvenation pro-
gram, planned for 1989-90, would
help. “As the plan eomes together, 1
think you'll sec a complete softening
of the area,” he sald.

BUT OTHERS spoke agalpst the
swap, Including current mayor
Tupper, Who said, although It did not
cost the city anything, “if I had to do
it again, J would put up more oppaosl-
tiontoit.”

Council challengers were much

Library director Beverly Papal,
who estimates she has spoken per-
sonally to “between 200 and 1,000
people during the weeks before the
Tuesday, Nov. 7 election, sald she s
“very guardedly pasitive” about the

believes the Righer the
:‘uhmouk the better it will fare for the

rary.

Approval is sought for $14.5 mil-
lion to ralse money to build, furnish
and equip a pew main library on
property oa the porth side of 12 Mile,
Just east of Halsted, and to renovate

the branch in downtown Farming.
ton.

WITH VOTER approval, the U.
brary would issue general obligation
tax bonds to raise the money. The
new Library would cost the owner of
2 house with a market value of

suitable for a new building.

fibrary on 12 Mile, be-
tween Farmington and  Orchard
Lake roads, would elther be deeded
to the two cities for their use, or sold
to reduce the dollar amount of Lhe
new library building.

$150,000, and an of hatt
that, about $37.50 per year In taxes,

Papal said the library board re-
vlewed 13 sites throughout Farming.
ton Hills trying to find the one most

F city manager Robert
Deadman sald last week that “no
firm commitment” has been made
on behall of the citles, which contin-
ue to study possible uses for the
bullding. He said possible uses could

candidates debate need

Nicolay asked the candidates if
they would faver a community teen
center and if they intend to promote
drug prevention programs.

CANDIDATES FOR the four regu-
lar council terms responded this
way:

® Incumbent Bes Marks — “The
teen center is a marvelous idea but
we have to find out how the kids feel,
will they use It and will ac be able to
provide what they want **

® Incumbent Philip Amold —~
“The issue I think {s one that needs
to be addressed through many citi-
2¢ns’ involvement with the youth.
The job of a council member s to
draw upon people we have involved
with our youths and use the re-

sources we bave to address those s
sues.”

@ Incumbent Aldo Vagnozr —
“We have a number of potential cen-
ters in the community. Those are the
school bulldings. I think we ought to
make use of them. And I think we

ready” and Kenney sald the new
building’s “architectural design real-
ly isa't compatible with anything
clse. There docsn't seem (o be o
coherent foresight.”

McShane believes the move took
away more opsn space in the city

d “is an example of overdevelop-
nd *'not the best use of the

should appeint young people to the
parks and recreation programs.”

# Challenger George Sarkislan —
“We have {o give the young people of
this community somewhere to go
other than a home. They need a
place where they can use the great
minds that they bave (o benefit soci-
ety

® Challenger Lawrence Lichtman
— “I think the city has to try to do
more for active parks and recreatlon
facilitles. I betieve the library on 12
Mile, between Orchard Lake and
Farmington roads, may be convert-
ed for some city use. I would support
converting that facillty {Into a teen
or senlor center).”

® Challenger Vernon Klelpinskt
= “We tatk about drugs and we can
bulld a nlce bulldlng and a fancy
place, but that’s not golng to stop the
drugs that are brought into the
schools and the community. We have
to deal with drugs head-on. Why not
use the money to buy a couple of

dogs and sniff out school lockers.”

Regular
term
hopefuls
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#® Challenger Ronald Oliverie —
“We're an affluent community and
our klds have money to spend. Drugs
are a temptation. I am for strict
drug laws. I betieve in the maximum
penalty for drug offenders.”

® Challenger Albert Rosen —
“Every time I hear the word drugs,
it chills my heart because I bad two
students in my classroom OD (over-
dose), The drug problem should be a
top priority because our chlldren are
our future,”

# Challenger Bettye Stines — "I
feel that the schools should consoli-
date with the city and make use of
the schools” facilities, the gymnasi-
um and the playground, for the use
untll we can come up with some type
of teen center,

® Challenger Jonathan Grant —
I support a youth community facill-
ty provided It Ls not golng to compro-
mise the position of a possible seaior
facllity,”

CANDIDATES FOR the special

o

fpdee”
Fellenberg

i
Kenne,

Include a senlor center.

A SECOND ballot questlon asks
for 1.5 mills ($1.50 on each $1,000 as-
sessed value) for 20 ycars o operate
the library system independently.
Local tibraries were recently glven
permission to seek Lheir own opera-
ting millage.

In the case of the Farmington sys-
tem, taxes for the llbrary are paid
through the general funds of both clt-
fes; both counclls have agreed to roll
back their operating millages ac-

cordlngly, if the measure passes,

‘The library board does not Intend
to levy the full millage initlally,
causing only a tax shift, but wouid
likely levy the millage maximum
withln a few years to operate (he
new, larger llbrary.

Papal sald ahe hopes both lasuey
pass, but If not, “the problems we
bad on the seventh (of November),
we'll still bave oo the eighth.” She
sajd the llbrary board would Lkely
return to voters again if the mea.,
sures fail. .

for teen center

two-year term responded:

® Incumbent Paul Sowerby —
“I'm not sure a teen center is going
to resolve the drug problem In our
community. We are a viclim of our
own affluence. We have created a
two-lscome necessity in our homes.
All of the parents love their children
but unfortunately, they are prioritiz-
ing their tives and the time for chil-
dren docs sot always come out on
top. 1 don't know that the city can
plek up that vacuum. I'm not pre-
pared to say that we will bulld a teen

Special
term
hopefuls
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Farmington candidates take a look at trash

Having residents separate some,
or all, of their garbage before plek-
up is being considered as part of the
changlng picture of trash disposal
for Farmington and other area clt-
fes,
Commonly known as curbslde re-
cycling, it Is already being done in
some in h

more in thelr re
Walker sald the downtown arca
had “enough empty buildings al-

Hills cou
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than 3100 were: himself, $550; hls
wife, Lols Vagnozzi, $400; William
Ellman, Farmington Hills, $10¢; Mi-
chac! Shplece, Farmington Hills,
$250; Kris and Pamecla Shawncy,
Farmington Hllls, $150; Michael
Breshgold, Farmington Hills, $115;
Gerald Freedman, Farmington Hllls,

Amold speat $2,571, ralsed $5,200
and listed $3,500 {n debts or obliga-
tfons, representing a personal loan.
Contributors of more than $100 were
his mother, Kathleen Arnold, of
Feeding Hllls, Mass,, $500; Gordon
and Dorothy Wolf, Farmington Hills,

Mlchigan.
Candidates were asked about this

issue last Thursday during a candl-
date forum at Masonic Temple:

® John Kenney, challenger —
“It’s much cheaper to separate It be-
fore it gets to the separatlon station.
The biggest problem §s whether
you're going to bave a voluntary or
ordinance-enforced system. I don’t
think it will be a problem.”

® Shirley Richardson, Incumbent

thing of the future. We'll be saving
moncy for our citles, and you, as
well.”

® Richard Tupper, incumbent —
Curbside recycling is one of severa)
things, includlng Inclneratlon, that
will be done to kelp the problem of
solid waste dlsposal, he sald. “Curb-
slde wlll depend on cost effective-

ness, time effectiveness and aceept-
ance by the community.”

® Robert Walker, challenger —
“It gets down to the willlngness of
the citizens te participate in a pro-
gram. Thls Is a prodlem we're faced
with and we have no choice.” Inform
residents of the aptlons and “sclect
one the citlzens will buy Into.”

® JoAnne McShane, challenger —
She eavisions different colored bags

center or a senlor citlzen center.”

® Challenger Nancy Bates - ]
support the development of a teen
and senlor center. A recent survey
indicated that most problem preg.
nancies occur around 3 o'clock in the
alternoon. We need to do more for
our young people.”

e Challenger Herbert Liner —
“Drugs is a mortal enemy of the
United States of America, The worst
enemy we have, I support any pro-
gram that will assist in eliminating
drug addictlons.”

2 )
Walker

disposal

and contalners and a sticker system
as part of such a program. "“There's
probably going Lo end up with differ-
ent trucks and staggered days of
pick-up.”

# Arnold Campbell, Incumbent —
A full curbslde program could be “a
big inconvenlence to our residents.”
He sces residents separating gar-
bage into one bag of disposable and
another of reeyclable items.

ncil hopeful Lichtman outspends opponents

$100; Bruce Etkin, Farmington Hiks,
$125; James and Dorothy Ranswell-
cr, Farmington Hils, $140,

Lichtman spent $4,151, raised
$7,174 and listed $1,748 in debts and
obligatlons, $248 of which he sald
were personal loans forglven, Con-
tributors of more than $100 were his
father, Frederick Lichtman, West
Bloomfield, $1,000; Larry Griffls,
Blrmlngham, $101; Ralph Margulls,
Farmington Hllls, $100; Herbert and
Lorraine Schmidt, Farmington Hills,
$100; Jobn Butler, Birmingham,
$100; Paul Bllzman, Farmington
Hills, $100; Jonna Cos., Farmlngton
Hills-Orchard Lake, $1,285; Floyd

Cairns, Farmington Hills, $100;
Douglas  Etkin, Southficld, $125;
Thomas Duke, Farmlngton Hillls,
$500; Ronald Leonettl, Farmington
Hllls, $100.

Grant spent §780, ralsed $2,655
and listed $1,822 in debts or obliga-
tlons. Contrlbutors of more than
$100 were Beverly Papal, Blrming-
ham, $100; Kent Nlckel, Farmington
Hills, $125.

AMONG THE three special term
hopefuls, Sowerby spent $3,151,
raised $3,695 and listed no debts or
obligations. Contributers of more

than $100 were: James and Ma

Ann  Mitchell, Farmington Hills,
$100; Snclz and Bondy, Unlon Lake,
$200; Dwaln Whinnery, Farmington
Hills, $100; Jean Fox, Farmington
Hills, $100, Samuel Valentl, Farm-
Ington Hills, $100; Robert Byrum,
Farmlington Hils, $100; Andy's
Country Market, Farmington Hlils,
$100; Village Qaks Apartments,
Southfleld, $100; Covington Club
Apartments, Southfleld, $100; John
Anhut, $100; and Glnopolls Restau-
rant, Farmington Hills, $670 in-kind.

Bates spent $2,485, raised $2,905
and listed $700 in debts or obliga-
tlons. Contributors of more than

IRO foes throw support to 5 candidates

Conlinued from Page 1

ple-family zones but not single-faml-
i

l"Up to 100 businesses could be
within an IRO distrlct if the city
councll rezones 14.5 acres in the
Drake-Grand River area from ofilce

bachelor of sclence degree from
Wayne State Unlversity with a ma.
Jjor In psychology and a minor in bi-
ology, lves with her husband, David,
and their four children in Wbe Inde-
pendence Hills subdivislon,

She sald that she Is joined in the
y Independ

service district (05-1) to
research offtce dlstrict (TRO).

.Developer Melvin Kaltan owns the
rolling land, Immediately south of
Hillside Estates Condomlaiums,
nerth of Indoplex Circle. He con-
tends the clty has sufficient controls
t regulate the kinds of businesses
{hiat might locate there, Some nelgh-
bors fear a toxic threat to the nelgh-
borhood,

_EANDT, WHO sald she holds a

drop
Hills Greg

rivedatby mutual decision by tele-
phone. No formal meetings were
held. “I surrounded myself with ex-
tremely intelligent people,” Kandt
sald. “Belleve me, this iz the last
thing I want to be doing. It (an IRO)
doesn't have to be in your back yard
lo cause a problem.” Kandt sald.

Gerry Wendling, Michael Stahi, Tom
Ryan, Bob Haberstroh, Dick Csonka,
Susan Maas, Denlse Fenelll, Kim
Dennls, Larry Mazey, Chuck Leon-
ard, Linda Sutlka and Paula and Jer-
ry Spagniolo as well as Independ-
ence Commens subdivision board
member Greg Kocab, Another 24
Farmington Hills citlzens will help,
she sald,

Campalgn endorsements were ar-

Armold pondered the group's ac-
tlon, then spoke. “My only reaction is
that It is unfortunate that they would
present such a complex Issue n such
a slmplistic and ncgative manner,"”
Arnold sald. “But, everyone hos a
right to say what they want to say.”

SOWERBY SAID ho was dls-
tressed to learn of the fller cam-
palgn. “I listen, T cvaloate and I
make a decislon,” Sowerby sald.

“I'm not a polltician, I'm a public
servant, It was reviewed by the plan-
ning commission. It Is still under
study pending two things — the legal
oplnion of whether it is spot zonlng
and a report back from the toxic
committee,”

He added that four of the people
the group cndorses have never voted
on the IRO Issue, so it Is Impossible
to know how they'll vote.

“The councll will be revisiting the
issuc to take out the objectionable
things thal have been brought to
light,” sald Marks, who cited lower
traffic fn IRO districts. “It's a shame
that they have to take that action,
But this Is America. However the
chips will {all, they fall. 'm not an-
gry, 'm not mad.”

$100 were Gary Jonna, Farmington
Hills, $100; Paul Bllzman, Farming-
ton HIlls, $100; Jonathan Grant,
Farmington Hills, $100; James Jon-
na, Farmington Hills, $250; the Rey.
Dr. J. Harold Ellens, Farmington
Hills, $100,

WHEN HE last ran in 1985, Marks
raised $2,625, spent $1,248 and listed
no debts or obllgations for the pre.
¢lection campalgn finance reporting
pertod up to Oct. 20. Contributors of
more than $100 then were Stuart
Frankel, Troy, $500; Melvin Kaftan,
Southfield, $500; Vince Valvona,
Farmington Hills, $200, Joseph Slna-
cola, Howell, $100; Lesllc Rebtoy,
Farmington Hills, $100; Stanlcy M.

and Robert L. Rosen, Southfleld,
$100; Nat Korash, Detrolt, $200;
Mike Horowilz, Birmingham, $100;
Steven  Fricdman, Birmingham,
$100; Brooks and Layne Develop-
ment Co., Farmington Hills, $500;
a;nd Barton M. Berman, Southfield,
3200,

When he last ran in 1987, Vagnozzi
ralsed $2,530, spent $2,008 and listed
no debis or obligatlons for the pre-
clectlon campalgn finance reporting
perlod up to Oct, 20, Contributors of
more than $100 were Gerald
Surowiee, Farmington Hills, §100;
Allen Sipher, Farmlington Hills,
$100; Gerald Freedman, Farmington
;lllélg. $100; his wile, Lols Vagnozzl,

Election coverage
to be live on cable

For live election night 'l
tune to local-access cable Chann:
12 Tuesday, Nov. 7 at 8:30 p.m.

The Southwestern Oakland Cable
Commission and MetroVision of
Oakland County will present lve
clection night coverage for Farm-
Ington, Novi and Farmington Hills,

The host and moderator, state
Rep. Jan Dolan of Farmlngton
Hills, will team with ber co-host,
state Rep., Willls Bullard, Jr. of
Milford, to guide you from clty to

clty for up-to-the-minut g
of precinct by preelnet election re-
sults,

bclmnrvlcwlns the candidates will

® Farmington Hills — council-
woman Jody Soronen and Year
2000 Steering Commiltee chairman
Jack McDonald,

® Novi— publle relations direes
tor Cindy Stewart and councliman
Ronald Watson.




