points of view

It demands public commltment

LAST WEEK, our new Lakes Area
edition ran the story that a Union
Lake party store bad its liquor 1i-
cense suspended for twe years for
selling alcohol 1o minors,

In the next issue, we reported that
a now-closed Walled Lake conven-
fence store will pay $2,400 to that
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school district's drug. pro-
gram for selling beer after hours tn
“visibly intoxicated persons.” Those
three people — including onc minor
were injured when their car
struck a roadslde tree.

Ironically, both stores were Hop
Ins, owned by Farr View Ltd. of Ann
Arbor. That's all we werc able to get
from the Michigan Liquor Control
Commission spokeswoman, who said
the commissicn doesn't give out the
names of the company directors.

WHY NOT?

Farr View Ltd., which has no tefe-
phone listing, but does have a Flint
agent, has its president, J. Larry
Trull, from Roancke, Va. All its
listed corporate officers are from
Roanoke and Mississauga, Ontario.
But locally, it is managed by Hop In
of Ann Arbor, whose executive vice
president is Philip Tomczyk. That in-

formation should come as part and -

parcel of the sentences But it
doesn't.

Why arena’t corporation owners
immediately held publicly responsi-
ble? And why should the press, as the
vehicle for the public’s right to
knaw, have to jump hurdles 1o get
that kind of information out?

If we really want to make head-
way in upholding the 21-year-old
drinking age, we have to do some
things differently.

© Onc is to refuse to let those ulti-
wmately responsible for violations
hide behind corporate names,

® Another is to push our state leg-
Istators 1o stiffcn and establish mini-
mum penalties for liquor establish-
ments who sell to minors.

o Another is for police depart.
ments to conduct regular undercover
raids 1o deter the selling of liquor to
minors.

SUBURBAN POLICE should take
the lead from the sheriff's depart-
ment and departments in Farming-
ton Hills and Farmington, which pe-
riodically use underage decoys to at-
tempt to purchase liquor,

Eleven of the 33 package liquor
and beer and wine dealers in Farm-
ington Hills were cited in a June
sweep for selling to minors. It was
the fifth sweep since October 1986

And in early Gctober, more than

hatf of the businesses holding lHquor
licenses in Farmington were ticket-
ed for selling to minors. That was
down from 75 pereent several years
back.

Through campaigns coupled with
enforcement, we've made  great
strides in reducing drinking and
driving. Still, aleohol is responsible
for the most deaths among young
people, and can, for some, lead 10 ad-
diction.

There's no reason In the world
why all Oler[mliCt depariments can't
hold periodic undercover raids of 1I-

THE ESTABLISHMENT took it on
the chin this week.

Incumbents and their proposals
crumbled under the wrath and/or
discontent of the electorate which
spoke out loud and clear,

The big punch, of course, went to
the two statewide proposals A and B
which were touted by varjous cstab-
hsnmcru groups, State leaders have

een struggling with one another for
)c.xrs on how to deal with the school
financing discontent.

The Legislature has been particu.
larly impotent in coming up with
any kind of solution. So with all the
courage of a cornered varmint, they
threw the hot potato to the clector-

If we really want to
make headway in
upholding the 21-year-
old drinking age, we
have to do seme things
differently.

quor stores and bars in their com-
munities. And we as citizens, our
city councils and township boards
can push the Legislature, as Farm-
inglon Hills hay done, for more
stringent penalties for violations.

Selling to minors is something we
can get a handle on and do some-
thing about.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor of the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Feeentric Newspapers.

Three new council
members now join the
ranks of the gang up
on the hill at the corner
of 11 Miie and Orchard
Lake Road,

Oakland County residents were
ate in a “you-figure-it-out” move.

Bul voters refused to take the balt
and threw it right back,

Suburban Detroit voters led the
way in rejecting both proposals.
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Quake spurs lasting images

The writer, Jody Cantor, a 1585
Harrison High School graduate,
has tived in Sunta Cruz, Calif., for
24 years. This letter was wrillen
to her mother, Farmington Hills
resident Barbara Cantor, on Oct.
20, three days after the California
enrthquake. Jody, 22, is a student
in Santa Cruz,

HAT IF we get a big aft-

ershock? WIH [ be able

1o react fast enough?

My head hurts, my back

aches, I'm physically exhausted.

How come? All I've done since the

quake Is relax, (Well, I've been
trying Lo relax). ]

Psychologists on TV keep reassur-
ing everyone that what we are feel-
ing is normal. I'm not worried
whether or not I'm normal, It's just
strange how my body and mind are
reacting to the quake. I mean, I
made it through the whole ordeal
OK. Lots of people lost their lives,
thele homes, thelr businesses, their
pets, thelr possesstons, their chim.
neys, ete.

Dawntown Santa Cruz (he mall) is
% devastated. Over 100 bulldings
have to be collapsed. It's really sad.
George Bush came today to sce the
damage with his own eyes. I'm not
sure what good that did.

Tomarrow I'm going to volunteer
to clean up the city. I'm scared to
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sce o)l the damage. I haven't been
downtown yet. They say that over $1
biltion worth of damage was caused
by the quake just downtown alone.
Actually, the Santa Cruz mountains
were hit pretty hard,

I'M STILL shaky. I'm not sure if
'm shaking or the ground Is. We ha-
ven't had an aftershock for hours.
The iremors are moving farther
apart and are more gentle. It's reas-
suring today was the first day I've
been alone since the blg one hit. For
awhile, T dldn't think I'd ever recov-
er. It was such a huge joit. I was §it-
erally shaken up, I felt so jumpy and
on edge - I still do.

Every rumble — no matter what
it is (a truck driving by, loud
music with heavy bass, a car door
stamming, footsteps In the house)
sent me flying up for safety — toa
doorway or out the front door — Just
another one. My pulse tripled. My
body is shaking. It was a biggle and
it lasted about 10 seconds. My hand

who is licking his wounds and pack-
ing his bags this week.

Seems the voters resented the
city-funded buyout of hls penslon
plan from Griffin's former employ-
er, the Michigan Educatlon Associa-
tion. Nothing Hlegal, mind you, but
Westland residents, many of whom
are unlon members themselves, 100k
exception.

pnrticnlnrly adamant. Proposal A, a
half cent Inltlative went down 3-1.
Proposal B was knocked out In a 7-1
decision in the state’s fastest-grow-
ing area.

MAYBE NOW that the people
have spoken, state leaders will get
serious about dealing with a troubled
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and system.
And maybe they'll learn to lsten a
little closer to the voters who slmply
want them to do their jobs

Local leaders also found out that
volers may not be as content as they
originaily thought. Just ask West-
land’s incumbent Charles Griffin

Willlam Ziemba also
was sent to pasture by the Westland
clectorate.

ON TIIE Oakland County side of
the ledger, the one-two punch was
delivered to proposals which would
have glven the library system some
breathing room. The $14.5 million
bond issue for a new library facility
went down as well as the 1.5 mill
levy to support Mbrary services.

Incumbency for Farmington Hills
councll members Phil Amold and
Paul Sowerby proved of little help.
Both lost. Three new council mem-
bers now join the ranks of the gang
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is writlng so fast, ! almost can't con-
tinve. It I3 writlng ltsel. Time o
breathe and relax,

My hands are sweattng. My heart
is pumping hard. My head is pound-
ing. My knees and body are shaking.
I almost forgot what it feels like to
expericnce the shake. It's been over
12 hours since the last biggie.

1 don't know why they catl them
aftershocks. They feel llke earth-
quakes to me. This ks much scarler
than the earthquake ride at Cedar
Point. Believe me. Now a storm is
rolling In. What a mess.

THE COMMERCIALS that arc
being aired reflect the traumatic
fecling. Aspirins, insurance compa-
nies, atrlines, sales (at stores), ete.

I've lost track of time. It seems
like time is divided into two parts:
Belfore the Earthquake, B.E., and Af-
ter the Earthquake, A.E.

Everytime an altershock comes, I
think to myself, “Just ride It," but
it's harder to do that when It's hap-
pening than to speculate about It
when it's net happening.

The first cue of an aftershock in
this house is a low rumble and win-
dows shaking. Every time I hear cl.
ther sound, T experience a sense of
anxlety.

What am I learning from tihis
whole experience? Am I becoming
stronger? I hope so.

Establishment stung by electorate at polls

up on ihe hill at the corner of 11 Mile
and Orchard Lake Road.

Hope they're used to long nights
without Monday Night Football to
alleviate the pain.

FARMINGTON MADE history by
putting yet another woman on the
five-member legislative body.
Joanne McShane replaced incum-
bent Arnald Campbell. She joins
Shirley Rlchardson, the first-ever
woman council member, who also
won re-electlon.

Seems Detroit isn’t the only city
divided by the downtown versus
neighborbood issue. Newcomer Da-
vid Katulic rode (o vietory in Ro-
chester on a crest of discontent from
voters who fecl the establishment
pays too little attention to nelghbor-
hood needs.

Appropriately, Katulic celebrated
the victory at home with his support-
ers, while the Incumbents gathered
tn downtown Rochester at Cooper's
Arm restaurant to commiserate with
losing incumbent Kenneth Bilodean.
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