10A{OXT.R0,5-14A F-18A}

0&§> _Thursday, Novamber 9, 1939

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

Some 15,476 people have applicd
for the Michigan Education Trust
(MET), the state's prepald college tu-
Itlon guarantee program now In its
second year,

Officials won't know how many
actually enroll until after Nov. 30,
the deadline for applicants to com-
plete arrangements for financing.

Last year, 82,495 people applicd
for MET and 40,409 eventually en-
rolled. Oakland County had the high-
est number of cnrollments with
10,224, followed by Wayne County,
which had 7,756,

This year's applicatlons were
higher than expected, according 1o
Robert Kolt, spokesperson for the
Michigan Department of Treasury

MET update

Applicant numbers down from first year

which oversces MET.

Last year's enrollment was pre-
ceded by three years of discussion
and advanced publlelty about MET,
Kolt sald, "So there was pent-up de-
mand."

MET has again come under fire,
hawever, from the Mackinae Center,
a conservative think tank based in
Midland.

In a press release issucd last
week, the center satd Its studies con-
clude carollment in MET will cost
parents 3 percent more than state
officials anticipated in August.

“Parents will now pay $7,840 per
newborn child to eoroll in MET, a 3
pereent increase over the orlginal
$7,664 cost anncunced by state offi-
cials in August and 16 percent more
than last year's $6,756 enrollment
figure.”

Drug abuse funds available

. Agencles interested In financlal
assistance to deal with preventing
substance abuse should contact the
Community Planning and Problem
Solving Committee of the United
‘Way of Oakland County.

The United Way has information
on 35 grants, averaging $200,000,
available through the Office of Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention of the US.
Public Health Service.

Grants arc for programs that pre-
vent substance abuse, or treat or
rchabilitate those already addicted.

Priority will be given to programs

HIGHER
EDUCATION
A WINDOW OF
OPPORTUNITY

A pudlic sprvics snaguncament of ihis
nemapapet and Wayas Slate Uniessaity

atmed at primary prevention and
early interveation with minority
youth.

Agencies Interested in applylng
for granis should contact Michael
Martinez, planning director, at 456-
8805.

The application deadline (s Nov.
15

The Community Planning and
Problem Solving Commitice Is de-
signed to act as a catalyst in helping
the community Iidentify and deal
with community problems.
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Come by and see.
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GREG KAZA, a Troy resldent who
is vice president for policy rescarch
at the center, satd the price increas.
¢s cast doubt on the economic as-
sumptlons that undertic MET.

“Even a mild economle recession
in the next decade could furiher af-
fect the ussumptlons underlying the
MET model, forcing a taxpayer
bailout of the program or less inde-
pendence for state unlversitices,” said
Peter 1. Boettke, visiting Instructor
of econamlcs in the School of Busi-
ness Administration at Gakland Uni-
versity.

Bocttke also Is author of a forth-
coming study on MET sponsored by
the Mackinac Center.

When informed of the content of
the center'’s press release, Kolt dis.
missed the eciticism as groundless,

“The Mackinac Center doesn't
have the vaguest idca what MET s
all about,” Kelt said. “They (Incor-
rectly) see MET as an Invesiment.

“MET Is designed as an insurance
policy with which parents or grand.
parents can assure tultlon costs for
their youngsters.”

On Oct. 2, the Mackinac Center
and Boettke released an economic
analysis concluding MET could not
be justificd on economic grounds at
13 of 15 state universitics.
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At that time State Treasurer Rob-
ert A. Bowman said the figures com-
piled by the center — and their Im-

lications — were simply wrong.

"We studied the financial aspects
of MET very carcfully before we inl-
tiated the program,” said Bowman,
whe is chalrman of MET's board of
directors, I think our people know a
few (hlngs about investments and
other financial matters.”

County Dems present
panel on urban sprawl

A panel discusslon on urban
sprawl is sct for 8 p.m, Tuesday,
Nov. 14, sponsored by the Oakland
County Democratic Party.

The discusston, open to the gen-
cral publlc and which includes a
question and answer period, will
take place In the Board of Commls-
sioners Auditorium, 1200 N. Tele-
graph, Pontiac,

The panel wlill consist of: Ed-
ward J. Hustoles, deputy executive
dircctor of planning for SEMCOG;
Mayor Walter Moaore of Pontlac;

Donald F, Tucker, representing
Western Development; and Oak-
land County commissloner Larry
Pernlck, D-Southficld.

Willlam G. Wolfram, treasurer
af the county Demecrats, will act

.as moderator.

“We encourage public participa-
tion in thls program,” said Wanda
Raeger, office manager for the
county Democrats, “This is an Is-
sue that doesn't fust affeet Demo-
crats - it affects us all.”
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Insured to $100,000 by FDIC.




