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Parents unite to promote acceptance of homosexual children

By Noreen Flack
stat! writor

HILE LESBIAN and gay
groups conilnue to rec-
tify a tarnished sterco-

type, local parents of
homosexuat chlldren are “coming
out” 1o offer advice and share expe-
riences to the public.

In a 30 minute documentary enti-
tled, “Listening, Learning, Loving:
Parents of Lesbians and Gays," par-
ents unite to climinate descrimina-
tion and promote acceptance of thelr
homaosexual children.

The program alred on Nov. 8 at
7:30 p.m. on MetroVision community
access Channel 12 in Farmington,
Farmington Hills and Novi. The pro-
gram also aired on Channel 13 at
7:30 p.m. in Livonia and at 7 p.m. on
Channel 12 in Redford.

The program will air again Nov.
15 same time and same channels.

The documentary includes histori-
cat incidents, medical facts and di-
verse experiences that producer
Fred Shaheen of Detroit hopes will
*'open doors” for understanding and
push away the myihs and stigma of
homosexuatity,

The parents interviewed through-
out the program are members of
Farmington Hills based Parents
FLAG (Parents and Friends of Les.
bians and Gays). They reveal thelr
experiences {rom suspecting thelr
child is gay to overcoming emotions
of gullt, anger, denlal and shame
that blocked acceptance and com-
munication in their relationship,

“EVEN IF YOU do not have a
homosexual child. it wili not only
move you, but make you keenly
aware of some of the Issues felt by
50 many in all walks of life,” said
Harrict Dart, president of PFLAG
and a Farmington Hills resident.

PFLAG is an Internatlonal organi-
zation with 90 active chapters where
parents help other parents of leshian
and gay children with support and
factual Information on the subject of
homosexuality,

“When you first hear the news,
you feel like you are the only person
in the world 1o have this revelation
brought to you,” said Bill Dart. “Te

In the Quiet
Room

A wicker basket, designed
and handmade by Darcy
- Connolly {(at left) of Farm-
ington Hills, is in the Quict
Room of the Neonatal Inten-
sive Care Unit of Providence
Hospital. With Connolly are
Sister Angele Hinkey, hospi-
tat chaplain and Linda Om-
stead, head nurse of the

know there are other people out
there Is reassuring that we aren't
freaks.”

Every four families (10 percent of
the population} has a gay family
member, Bill Dart said. Most people
will eventually cncounter a gay
Irlend or relative and they should be
more apen about it, he added.

“I'm Just sorry. That was three
years that I wasted because Jon
needed me and 1 wasn't there tobe a
{ather to him when 1 should have
been,"” said Mickey Arnowitz of Oak
Park, who appears in the program
with his gay son, Jonathen, and his
wife, Harriet.

“There was something wrong and
I never really knew what it was. |
just couldn’t put my finger on it,"

Pastor welcomed

Gordon Stelnke has been installed
as the new pastor for First Church of
God in Farmington Hills.

He and his wife, Betty, moved
here from Anderson, Ind., where he
served as an associate pastor and Jed
the youth and music ministries of the
church. She has just graduated from
Anderson University after studies in
business management, sociology and
family relations.

Steinke's Installation came on the
heels of a groundbreaking ceremony
that took place on the church
grounds at 25717 Power Road. The
proposed structure will be used as a
fellowship hall. and portlons of the
existing bullding will be renovated
for use as educational and chitd care
facilities.

“Not only am 1 adjusting to being
pastor, I'm trying to find my way
through a building program,”
Steinke said.

“But I view it as an opportunity.
We want to serve people where they
are hurting, where they have needs.
We belleve that scrving God opens
us up to experience the most fulfill-
ing life possible.

“The Christian faith is practical,
positive and life oriented; that Is how
we present it. As a church communi-
ty the Church of God is open to all

rsons. We seek (o be a unilying el-
ement in a divided society.”

Teen stars in TV series

Elizabeth Berkley, a former resi-
deat of Farmlngton Hills, Is now one
of six tecnagers starring in the TV
serics “Saved by the Bell.” The show
alrs here Saturdays at 11:30 a.m. on
Channel 4,

Elizabeth ts the davghter of Fred

sald Merry, whose daughter Is a les..
blan. “That's when we were an-,
guished, When she came out, T was:
freed. And I'm sure she was too."

Shaheen, who is also gay, deslgned.
the program as a public awarcness;
video and hopes the show will reach;
out to all people not only parents of .
gay children, -

“When I was coming out, 1 had to '
confront all of my prejudices,
whether It be blacks or Jews or
whatever,” Shaheen sald. “It's an is.
sue of total acceptance of people for.
who they are.” .

A copy of the documentary may
be purchased for $17. Mail your..
cheek to P.C. Productions Video
Tape, 4767 Commonwealth, Detroit
48208.
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Gordon and Betty Steinke

STEINKE IS a Canadian by birth
who spent his tecnage years In the'
western part of Michigan. .

He holds a bachelor of arts degree
from Warner Southern College in
Florida and a master of divinity de/
gree, from Anderson University
Schoat of Theology In Indlana,

In 1986, at the age of 22, he was.
the youngest graduate of the Schoot!
of Theology. His graduating honors}
included the Distinguished Sentor):
Award and an award for preaching.
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and Jerry Berkley who left the arca
abowt a year ago to further thelr.
daughter's career in Los Angeles,”
Cal. She was a student at North:
Farmington High apd this yea
would have been a senior there.

OUR NEWEST

unit, who put in place the
satin lining and blankets for
the basket that was bought
wilh a donation from Farm-
ington Arca Community
Women, The bassinet is
used for babies who have
died or who are not expect-
ed to live. The Quiet Room
is where parents can spend
whatever tinal time they
need with their chitd.
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DWOOD GLIDER
“CLEAN LINES" AVAILABLE
IN MANY FINISHES & CHOICES
OF INVITED FALL FABRICS

MEET ROMEO'S OWN INTERNATIONAL ARTIST!

B. BOURGEAU-RICHARDS

Cancer is one thing that will not
go away if you ignore it.
Learn the early warning signs of cancer

and have regular checkups.
If you don‘t know the warning signs, call us,

1-800-4-CANCER

The Cancer Information Setvice

torvenrr el B sy e

hinerry ..
Visit our :
new

Showroom

B, Dourgeau-fichards 1987

November 25, 1989

ors
least |

-8 lelr;.y In
we can do 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. ot
o ve |:
: Avalisble In 200
to mako now famliies toe) right at |- . . Laminats Colors.
homo In our fown. Getting To Know .
Yo e oo e Harris Street Antiques ol 8 Mapi
s nan(ssgrm[mlo‘lzglslggglvsg:g :uevmn;'rgg‘ 222 N. Main Street Frow badtome
sponsoring marcl - . shes
ownors right atler they movo in. Gelting To Know You pro- - Mam otree Estimates

grams can bring new business, new frionds and now salas to
yout door.

Romeo, Michigan 48065
(313) 752-9860
(32 Mile Road & Van Dyke)

A Limited Number of Original
Watercolors Will Be Available

For sponsorship detalls, cali (800) 645-6376
In Hew York Gtate (800) 832-8400
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