County

vote

heavy against
2 proposals

By Wayne Paal
stall writor

Read thetr lips: No new taxes.

Michlgan volers resoundingly said
no Tuesday to a palr of sales tax in-
creases, even though ecach would
have provided more money for
schoals.

By a 3-1 margin, voters refected
Proposal A, a half-cent sales Lax in-
crease backed by Gov. James Blanc-
hard and the Michlgan Educatlon
Assoclation.

Statewide vote {otals show Pro-
posal A falled 1,337,473-515,785 de-
spite a heavy advertising campaign,
including a televised appeal from
Blanchard.

Proposal A's heavy margln of de-
feat was consldered a surprise. Pre-
clection polls showed voters nearly
evenly dlvided on the Issue.

Voters also rejected Proj 1B, a
2 cent sales tax Increase that would
also have cut local property taxes
for schools by a simllar margln.

STATEWIDE results show Pro-
posal B losing, 1,300,428-437,287,

Oakland County voters rejected
Proposal A, 173533-48383 — or
nearly 4-1. They rejected Proposal
B, 191,447-22,808 — or nearly 9-1.

Desplte backing from the state
League of Women Voters, Proposal

B received littte financial support,
compared with Its rival. Pre-clection
polls showed the proposal traillng by
a heavy margin.

Praposal A backers mounted $3
miljon advertising campaighs but a
serics of last-minute opposing ads
may have sealed its fate,

Anti-Proposal A television ads
featuring former Qaktand County
Prosccuter L. Drooks Patterson
aired Iree of charge on WDIV-TV,
Channel 4, and WXYZ-TV, Channel
7, Detroit.

Maverlck state Sen. Gil DiNello,
D-East Detroit spent $1,000 of his
own moncy on radio ads denouncing
bath proposals.

Farmington Hills insurance exce-
utlve and former GOP gubernatorial
nominee Richard Headlee said a
lawsuit would have been filed to
keep Proposal A from taking effect
had It passed.

Proposal A supporiers said the tax
jncrease would have provided an es-
timated $400 miltlon for schools
statewlde. Proposal B was seen as
providing some $300 mlilicn mere
for schools.

Their rejection means the state
sales tax will remain at its current 4
cent level,

Vote totals are await-
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Norma Haroian {(center) walks away from the voting booth atter
casting her vote in downtown Farmington Tuesday afternoon
while Farmington residents Josephine Zido and her husband,

Ing conlirmation by the state clec-
tlons division.

School funding proposals:
voters say positively no

Proposal "A" Proposal "B*
! Y . Yes No Yes No
Birmingham 1010 3432 435 3820
Bloomfleld Hills 155 659 72 722
Bloomtield Twp. 1,902 7,923 756 8,734
Farminglon 678 2,429 348 2,745
Farmington Hills 4,096 12530 1745 17,439
Keego Harbor 43 330 28 340
Lathrup Village 270 882 92 1,003
Orchard Lake 148 643 103 676
* Rochester 311 1452 125 1562
< Rochester Hiils 2,129 12145 922 13,668
~ Southfield 5157 9,718 1,835 12,217
. Southfield Twp. 874 2962 304 3,365
© Troy 2415 12061 879 _ 13,200
West Bloom. Twp, 2,491 8,038 1,070 9,276

Voters OK tax

to fight

By Pat Murphy
stall wrller

% Voters In Addison and Oxford
townships sent a message to the
QOakland County power structure, ac-
cording to electlon offlclals:

“No iandllll in our nelghborhood,
at least not withont a fight.”

Resldents in both townships Tues-
day voted to ralse property taxes, if
necesyary, to fight plans to put a
Jandfill in thelr back yards.
= A member of the county’s Solid
Waste Task Farce, howcver, said
Wednesday he hopes residents can
Vet be convinced the tandflll is tn the
public interest — regardless of its
locatlon.
I “Hopefully, Addison and Oxford
won't have to use hose defense
gunds," eaid James G.

landfill

Oxford and another on the border be-
tween Oxford and Addison.

The other three sites are In High-
tand Townshlp, where officlals say
they are ready for a special tax vote
this spring if officlals believe a de-
fense fund |s needed.

But Tuesday’s vate would cnable
the townships to collectively ralse
almost $500,000 for the technleal
and lega! assistance to fight pulting
the Iandfill at elther site.

“1 belicve we sent a message to
Pontiac," sald Rose Ann MacGuire,
supervisor of Oxford Township. "We
don‘t want that landfill.”

ABOUT 135 percent of the regis-
tered voters turned out to cast bal-
lots 1,558 to 1,215 in favor of the tax
increase. The measure ralses prop-
erty taxes by $1 per $1,000 of state

an
éngincer involved in the cotnty's sol-
1d waste management plan.
 If the county addresses thelr con-
Zerns adequately and demonstrates
‘that a well-designed landflll would
ot destroy their communities, “they
awon't bave to suc us” said
Mecenahan, a resident of Union Lake.

3 A $200 MILLION ldnndllll has been
roposed by Oakland County to ac-
'Zommodnwy trash that Is not recy-
‘tled or incinerated, The landfill is
‘bart of the county's $470 million
Jong-range plan for managing solid
iwaste.
5 After more than o year of search
1ng, Lhe county’s Sotld Waste Task

IForce bas narrowed the list of prob-
ablo sltes to five, Including ono in

q; and would cost
the owner of a $100,000 house $50
per year.

The margln In favor of the tax in-
crease should have been greater,
MacGuire sald, hut some residents
apparently thought they were votlng
on whether the lend(lll should be
butit in their community.

Some people (hought Lhey were
saylng “no” to the landflll, she said,
when In fact they were yoting "no™
on the defenso fund to fight it.

In Addlson Townshlp, residents
wvated 929 Lo 463 for higher taxes for
the landfill defense fund,

“This was a very personal lssue,”
said clerk Mary Ann Thompson.
“They aent a clear message they are
mnglyﬁo fight rather than accept the
TandfllL"

“ANDY EORST.
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Stephen, check in to vote. Some Qaktand Counly communilies
had local issues, while others only had the two state-wide edu-

cation proposals to decide.

Something big is on the horizon. . . |
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