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CC runs down another Class A title

By Brad Emons
stalf writer

‘When it comes (o boys cross coun-
try, the decade belongs to Redford
Catholte Central High,

‘The Shamrocks captured thelr
third state champlonship of the "80s,
winning the Class A title with 124
polnis In a meet held Salurday at
Flint's IMA-Brockwood Golf Course.

Aan Arbor Ploncer was second
with 145 and Mliford third with 147.

Plymouth Salem, which defeated
rlval Plymouth Canton for the flrst
time this season, took sixth in the 27-
eam ficld with 230. Canten was sev-
enth with 243 and defending state
champlen Monroe {lnished elghth
with 253,

1t was only a week carller when
Canton surprised CC In the regional.

“We could have quit after the re-
gional, but cur spirits were up and
we had a good week of practlee,”
sald 2C coach Tony Magnl. “In a
way It helped us a Httle because
going into the regional we were a lit-
tle overconfident. All flve guys
didn’t run well. But Saturday we felt
going In that if we all ran well, we
could take It."

CC'S TOP MAN all scason, scnior
Mike Sheridan, stayed close to the
leaders before finishing third with a
titne of 15:48.77 over the 5,000-meter
course.

Bill Cowan of Birmingham
Drother Rice took the crown in
15:334. Bill Stricklen of Sterling
Helghts Ford flnished second In
15:42.15.

“Mike would have loved to have
won it, he's lost only ence all year,”"
Magnl sald. “After Cowan took off at

the two-mble mark, Mike could have
burncd hlmself out trying to keep up,
but he wanted to make sure he made
a good finlsh.

“'He sald this (the state title) Is bet-

boys cross couniry

ter than winning the

The Shamrocks needed more than
just Sheridan, however, to earn (he
titte.

Jay Schemanske was 16th in
16:11.86; Chrls  Antczak, 19th,
16:19.27; Dave Galvln, 23rd, 16:24.58;
and juntor Jon Borke, 63rd, 16:93.6.

Galvin came on strong durlng the
final three weeks of the season,
bouncing back when he was stabbed
in an attack over the summer.

Schemanske, meanwhile, ran his
best race of the season, while
Antezak stayed right behind him.

Borke, In his first year of varsity
cross country aiter coming over
from the school band, put on a spurt
in the last 200 meters, passing 15 to
20 runners, according (o Magni.

*1 THOUGHT 140 (points} would
win [t," Magni said. “I knew we'd be
in the hunt. As long as we stayed
healthy, I knew we'd be there. We
won It in "83 and '84, but this is more
satisfying than the first two because
it was kind of unexpeeted.”

Salem, meanwhile, recorded its
best state mect flnlsh ever. (The
Rocks were 15th In 1987.)

Leading the way for Salem was
junior John Thomas, who finished
28th tn 16:29.25. Rounding out the
Rocks' contingent was senlor Brian
Uryga, anoiher first-year runner,
who took 30th, 16:30.43; senior Bren-
dan Masterson, 40th, 16:39.4; senior
Dave Hamway, 62nd, 16:52.97; and
Samlr Bhavsar, 16:58.74.

Rocks pound
Portage, roll
into state final

By Dan O'Moara
stoff wrlter

No matier how confldent, Plym-
outh Salem’s state chnmplnnshgp

soccer

hopes were Yy
the absence of star Jelf Gold in the
semilinal soccer game Wednesday.

As It turned out, [t was a very
smiall risk.

The Rocks thoroughly dominated
Portage Northern, and Gold's re-
placement in the starting lincup, jun-
jor Andy Coscnza, led Salem to lts 4-
0 victory at Okemos High Schoot.

“We knew we had to play lougher
without him, because he’s our icad-
ing scorer,” said Cosenza, who
scored two goals and assisted on an-
other, *I was really glad to score and
get the game started our way,”

Gold, who has 30 goals and 19 as-
sists to lead the team, watched in
street clothes after being red-carded
in Salem's regional championship
vic:ory over Redford Catholic Cen-
tral.

But the senior midfielder will be
in uniform agaln Saturday for the
chance to realize his greatest soceer
ambition when the Rocks play Troy
Athens for the Class A title at
Bloumfield Hills Andover High
School. Game time fer Salem’s first
appearance in the state final is 3
pom.

“I WAS kind of scared because 1
had no control” over what happened
on the field Wednesday, Gold said,
“but I wasn't worried with (his team-
5) out there.

The team played incredibly well
in the first half. I'm so impressed
with this team right now.

“It's so cxciting because the
dream for all of us — and me since §
was a freshman — was to go ta state
and now we're there,” Gold added,

A victory Saturday will make ci-
ther Salem coach Ken Johnson or
Athens coach Tim Storch the first to
win state titles in boys and glrls
soccer. Athens defeated the Rocks 2-
1 earller this season,

Johnson coached the Salem glrls
to the 1987 champlonship, Storch the
Athens girls o the '8¢ title.

Nnt only was Coscnza a capable
replacement for Gold against Por-
tage, but he dld what Gold usually
does, which Is score carly and get
Salem a qulck lead.

«Salem defender Ryan Fitzpatrick
brought the ball the length of the
ficld and dumped It inside, where
Cosenza, with the game less than

five minutes old, scored from in
{ront.

ON A PLAY Indicative of the way
the game transpired, Cosenza won
control of the ball in the attacking
area and was having trouble main-
taining possession with several de-
fenders hounding him. But he man-
aged to get a shol through that elud-

ed Northern goalkeeper Samer
Kanaan for a 2-0 tead.
"Andy had a great game,” said

Matt Gold, who rcplaced his brother
as the emotional tcader on the field
and was one of several Salem play-
ers who played exceptionally well.
I knew he cauld do it, and it was
good to have him do it in the begin-
ning with Jef{ not there.”

The Rocks, 18-3-1, displayed supe-
rior skill and consistently were able
{0 keep the ball from Northern de-
fenders and steal it from the Huskice
attackers. Gold, Bill Joker and Greg
Christensen were leaders in that re-
gard.

"I was surprised we dominated
without Jeff,” Matt Gold said, “but it
was a big ficld and we're a good
passing team. The wider field helped
us. We made short passes 1o get
around ihem instead of dribbling
around them.”

Northern coach Dicter Valk
agreed with that ment, saying
Salem’s passing and quickness were
the difference. The Huskics, who
were beaten by Livonia Stevenson in
the semifinals last year, finish at 19-

5

“They played a beautiful game,”
Valk said. “They played like they
should — quick and aggressive. They
played the field, and that way they
pulled the game apart.

“I THINK they have an excellent
1cam, and you never mind losing to
an excellent team,” he added.

The Rocks led 3-0 at halitime on
Joe Nunez' goal, Cosenza sent the
ball acrass from the right side, and
the Huskles left Nunez uncovered on
the left, allowing him time to wind
up for a hard dellvery,

Christensen scored the enly goal
of the second half, which the Rocks
domlnated even more. Northern sel-
dom crorsed midficld and never had
a serious scoring chance In the final
40 minutes.

Calumet tips St. Mary’s

St. Mary's College lagged after one half and falled to make it up in the
sccond Tuesday, losing at Purdue-Calumet 89-80 in mens basketball,

The loss evened the Eagles record at 1-1. They defeated Fanshawe College
(of London, Ont.) 102-90 at Dombrowski Fleldhouse Oct. 28 in their scason

opener,

In the loss to Catumet, St. Mary's trailed 40-27 at the half. Three players
reached double figures In scoring for the Eagles: Arnold Wilson and Denny

Butcher with 12 polnts each and James Lakes with 11. Mike Uhles topped |

Calumet with 25.

In the win over Fanshawe, St. Mary's got 17 points from Lakes and 16
pointa, 11 rebounds and seven blocked shots from Joachim Jerlchow. Garth

Howard added 15 polnts and Terry
aplece.

Koerner and Rayvlon Croon had 11

"We save our best for last,” said
coach Geoff Baker. “They {Canton)
beat us In every race, but we felt we
could beat them. We just didn't
prove it on those days that we ran
them.” *

terson, Salem's top runner all
season, was still feellng the cffects
from a virus that he been suifering
from over the past fow weeks.
“aller the regional, we felt Bren-
dan would be back 1o his normal
self,”" Baker said, “He still felt weak,
but if he hadn't finlshed strong for
us, we wouldn't have beaten Canton.
We felt we could have a 25-polnt
swing there, and we would be right
in there with Canton and CC. We felt
we could beat both after the reglon-
al. CC must have been a little off at

the regional because they came back
and ran a tremendous race Satur-
day.”

CANTON'S Brian Beach turned in
a sparkling performance, leading the
Chiefs  wilh a 10th-place [finish
(16:04.71).

He was followed by feammales
Mike Ream, 40th (16:39.72); Matt Bo-
land, $1st (16:44.86), Matt Hall, 59th
(16:50.97), Jason Napolltano, 82nd
(17:04.87),

“We ran our best tlmes of the
year, but not competitive times,”
sadd Canton coach Jim Hayes, “We
got a little excited. We were in fast
company.

“But I can’t complain about being
seventh in the stale. If somcbody

would have told me we won at
Schoolerait (Invitatlonal), RU (Red-
ford Unlon Invitatlonal), the regional
and he league (Western Lakes Ac-
tivitles Assoclation), I'd say that's a
heck of o season,

“They did a good job. I'm proud of
all of them.”

In the state Class A Individual
race, several area ruaners earned
high marks includlng Farmington
High junlor Ben Goba, wha was
fourth In 15:58.05. (Brian Hyde of
East Kentwood won the race in
15.41.51)

Other top area finishers included
junlor Jeff Grosso of Walled Lake
Western, ninth, 16:17.35; sophomore
Bill Crosby of Western, 10th, 16:36.1;
senlor Mark Kwlatkowski of Walled
Lake Centgal, 20th, 16:36.6; Scoit
Frecborn of Livonla Stevenson, 23rd,
16:41.96; Junlor Erle Curnow of Livo-
nia Franklln, 43rd, 17:02.11; junior
Rodney Westlake of Stevenson, 481h,
17:08.33; scnior Eric Oswandel of

Stevenson, 68th, 17:33.01; and Scott
Westover of Livonla Churehlll, 94th,
19:02.54.

IN TIE CLASS D state meet Sat-
urday at Frankepmuth, Lutheran
High Westland finished sixth wlth
194 points. .

Fowler won the championship !
with 47 followed by Pentwater (B0}
and Potterville (109).

Steve Watkins of Lutheran West- |
land was seventh overall in 17:42,
Rounding out the Warriors' con- ;
tingent was Kirk Stucber, 38th,
18:33; Steve Quinkert, 40th, 18:34; ,
Doug Johnson, 45th, 18:40; and Todd |
Gibson, 64th, 19:23. H

In the Class B individual race Sat- 1
urday at Tyrone Hills In Linden, |
Redford Thurston junior Tommy !
Biskner finished 59th, while junior |
teammate Jed Kramer was 64th. .

They [finished 14th and 16th, re- ¢
spectively, a week carlier at the re- |
gional meet.
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