Suspense builds smoothly
in Troy Players ‘Mousetrap’ .

Performances of the Troy
Players  production of “The
Mousetrup™  continue through

Suturday, Nov. 18, For ticket in-
Sarmation call §70-1285.

By Holen Zuckor
staif writor

Helen
Zucker

The world's longest continuously
running play has come to Troy.

Agatha Chrlstle’s “The
Mouselrap” Is the Troy Players'
opening gambit of the season. Clean-
1y directed by Stephen Kiersey, the
cast of cight who find themselves
stranded in Monkswell Manor are a
fair match for cach other.

It's an even production, all of the
actors doing their best to frighten
each other - and the audience —

Laurie Smith as Mollie Halston,
the young wife who has decided 10
run Mankswell Manor as a guest
bouse, is a cut above the rest of the
Smith has the most demanding
d she scems to be running on

She's onstage during most of the
play. and runs the gamut of emo-
tivns. from trust in the husband she
wed oy o after knawing him
for three weeks, to thinking he is a
murderer

Robert Szatkowski is amusing as
the yaung, spirited, Christopher
Wren. Wren likes to sleep in rooms
with four-poster beds, winds up
cooking the guest meals (Mollie’s
meals sound dreadful), and seems to
be the right age to be the suspect.

Szatkowski manages to bring poig-
nancy 1o his role as a blp dresser, a
lonely hoy hiding behing a great ar-
chitect's name.

Angelo  Valeri, dressed in an
alarming black ralncoat, white scarf
and black hat {the clothes of the
killer), turns in a fine performance
as Giles Ralston. As Mollie's hus-
band, he gets to tote heavy bags,
chop wood, worry about his wifc's
attachment te Wren and run up and
down the stairs a lot.

Valeri does all thls with panactic.
He even manages to chew on his pipe
and look guilty and Irritated at the
same time.

JILL, SNOWDEN gives us a Mrs,
Boyle who deserves what she gets.
Mrs. Boyle wears a perpetual frown,
belleves a proper guest house shoutd
have a proper staff, but has done tm-
proper things during her (enure as a
judge. It's hard to keep from ap-
plauding when Mrs. Boyle Irowns
her last frown.

Joe Urkshus as Major Metealf is
mysteriously perplexed and forever
poking in the cellars while he
chomps on his pipe. Urkshus does a
fine job as the baffled Major.

Philomena Somers, sans makeup,
plays Miss Casewell. She skulks
around in cords, boots, cardigan, a
tie, the unlform of a London literary
Jeshtan, Yet Miss Casewel) lives In
Majorca, doesn't write and has come
to this deseried part of England on
“personal business.” Somers gives us
a thoroughly shady Miss Casewell.

Guy Snyder as Mr. Paravicini,
seems to have escaped from an Ital-
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lan clrcus. His wild, unstoppable
taughter, his ability to plek out the
scary theme song “Three Blind
Mice” with one finger, and the coln-
cidence of his Rolls-Royce being
stuck In a snow ditch coupled with
the flimsy excuse that he’s In this
part of the country on a junket to a
fricnd’s house make Paravicini a
prime suspect. Snyder wears make-
up and bounds about iike a boy, mak-
Ing him look guilly the moment we
lay eyes on hlm.

Tim Mohan as Detective Sergeant

Trotter rounds out the cast. Trotter
is an emlnently sane, British sort of
detectlve. As Trotter, Mohan has his
hair nicely cut, he carries around a
notebook he has found, makes every-
one reenact crimes, finds cut tele-
phone wires, the works.
Helen Zucker has many pears'
experience revicwing for news.
papers and magazines in Michi-
gan, New York and Massachu-
setts.

‘Carousel’ cast does well
despite limitations of stage .

Performances of the musical
“Carousel,” presented by the First
Theater Guild of Birmingham,
continue through Saturday, Nov.
11, at the First Presbyterian

Thussday, Novomber 9, 1089 O&E

review

Church in Bir For tick-
et information call 646.6033.

By Richard Marsh
spaclal writor

First Theater Guild is undertaking
2 massive job with its current pro-
duction, Rodgers and Hammerstein's
“Carousel.”

For its limited resources, the guild
does a respectable fob with the show,
although much of the grandeur of
Rodgers and Hammersteln's style s
lost in the small Knox Auditorium of
the First Presbyterlan Church.

Downsizing big shows like
“Carousel” always has inherent
problems, such as trying to retaln
the grand fecling of the show. Musi.
cally, the guild provides an excellent

show for the resources available.
The smal) orchestra has a good
sound to it and balances well with
the singers, somethlng many larger
groups are unable to achieve.

Lead performers are good overall
and have fine voices. Leading the
cast Is David Sikkelee as Bllly Bi-
gelow, Kelll Mallsch as Julie Jordan,
John Picha as Enoch Snow and Lau-
ra Loud as Carrie Pipperidge.

Betsy Evans as Nettie Fowler bhas
the most pivatal role as far as the
musie goes, Jeading “June Is Bustln®
Qut All Over” and singing "You'll
Never Walk Alone.” While thls role
basically calls for a highly tralned
low-alto volce, Evans makes the
most of her higher-pitched voice to
properly sing the part.

.

THE BARE-BONES sct and props
hamper the show somewhat, as it i3’
hard to get into the right mood. For.
example, using just a simple park
bench as a setting for a tree-lined
path along the shore does not
transmit the appropriate feeling.
Granted, facilities limit what can be
done, but this is what happens when
shows like “Carousel” arc down-
sized.

Costumes are well done and add to
the show. Some of the performers’
akeup is overdone, however, When
the makeup stands out from the back
of the auditorium, there is way too
much on.

“Carousel” does work well for the
group in at lcast one other respect. It
gives a large number of people, In-
cluding lots of children, a chance to
be on stage, the main reason for a
small group attempting a show llke
this.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

OLEANIA (WY

For a truly elegant evening of dining. Let
us ravish you with our cuisine and
service. Serving: Cantonese, Szechuen
{Hot & Spicy), Exotic Dishes & Cocktalls.

MEADOWBROOK VILLAGE MALL
68 N. Adams, Rochostor Hilla
corner of Walton & Adams

\iu

ol Pearl’s &
7l Garden

R
Laang Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons « Dinners » Carry Qut Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM s Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM » Sunday 12-10 PM

Serving the Finest in

469 S. Woodward - Birmingham

: 644-2913
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5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

. Serving this area for 25 years, We are now serving the

children and grandchildren of our earliest customers.

en

by many.

LY

more items to our menu.

Knowledgeable people who know Mexican food eat r]ere.
. Wa wera the first with our own style Nacho - and copied

. Independent and Jamily owned.
We have recently remodeled and expanded and added

TRINI & CARMENS

ANN ARBOR
50 N. Terrilorla)
665-3967

WATERFORD
1715 Telogeaph
332-6851

Cure the weekend wearics with an affordable affair for the
entire family Our special Family Affair Weekend rate of just
$59a night includes “a fair" amount of fun for everyone.
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A Thasdagiving Day
Thadilion!

Thursday, November 23
12 noon - 7:00 p.m.

Complete Turkey Dinners

with all the Fixings. Includes
Pumpkin Pie and Beverage.

Adults - $14.95
Children (under 10) - $5.95
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Features
« Indoor & Outdoor Pools « Exercise Facilit H Celebrate the opening of Jacques Demers Restaurant &
.+ 2 Whirlpools « Poolside Snack Slack res x&%r‘fmd];{-f?l!ggda e Lounge with our special Weekend Rate*
*Sauna » Multi-purpose Sport Court withWhole Turkey (1% b, per person) A luxurious two-room suite complete with living toom,
" Carved at your table. Six or more private bedroom and wet bar with refrigerator.
Kid's Komner

Two hour manager's reception each evening.®
Free breakfast cooked.to-ordet every moming
in out beautiful atrium.

N\ £ _ EMBASSY

%m'm requited. Leftover Turkey will
¢ packaged to take home.

Supervised activities for the kids give nts some time on
their own. Saturday and Sunday 10am-2 pm & 4pm-8 pm.
" Video Movies—Cartoon Festivals. Fun & Games—Balloons.

Sunday Brunch

Adults - $16.95
Children (under 10)- $6.95

For the whale family with a special Children's ﬂd.:[m.s i
};l:‘]i:?llg;;'m‘:ludmg more fu and surpriscs For Reservations or ./ \ S U l T E S
' Information Call 642-6900. . HOTEL
B 1-800-EMBASSY
725 S. Hunter » B|rmingham You don't have to be a fat cat to enjoy The Suite Lifes
T g DETROIT—SOUTHFIELD
S g 28100 Franklin Rd.
" (313) 350-2000

-Falidano
5801 Southfield Freeway « Detroit, MT48228 ¢ [313) 336-3340
Kidu sy froe Bruach not <o it oom afe

"Avulable Friday or Satunday. Pricu fa per sulte, per night, per couple.
Sultes 2t thia po . 1S ubjec [N
Owned & Operated by the Management Croup, Inc.
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