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The Bank

-ters building in Farmington Hills Is an ex-
ample of traditional American architec-
.
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2" Architecture has been viewed as a form of
pgvertising. Just as the style of house we live In

confers socio-ceonomic ldentificatlon, 50 too docs
commercial architecture confer business success.

architecture
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ture, calling 1o mind colonial Williams-
burg.

The years 1972-82 saw a tremendous growth of
Michigan National. The bullding of a headquarters
served to unite the administratlve activitles that
had been scattered In eight suburban locatlons,

STANDARD FEDERAL rises six stories above
Big Beaver Road, cach floor set back and
th

Today's office bulldings arc of
corporate Identlfication, particularly when the
corporation bullds them, Such Is the case with
Michigan National Bank's headquarters In
Farmingten Hilts, designed by Luckenback/
Ziegelman of Blrmingham, and Standard Federal
Bank in Troy by the WBDC Groups of Grand
Rapids.

Although both newly opened headquarters were
bullt to house banking operatlons, the contrast in
ar styles Is

Michégan Natlonal's complex consists of four,
2%-story buildings comprising 283,000 square fect
al a cost of $31 milllicn. Set on 25 acres, It all has
the i i
vernacular: colonlal Willlamsburg and Thomas
Jefferson’s Montleello, The architects, however,
were confronted with makling traditlenal
architecture satisly the needs of a contemporary
banking operation,

Withln one of the buitdings s an atrium lght well

below which is the 9,000-square-foot trading floor,
a necessary part of any banking operatlon, On the

wall is a commodities screen that flashes the Dow-
Jones news, The screen apprises the bank’s brokers

of the current market when they're not fooking at
{helr computers, contemplating the next
transaction on the programmed domestic and
interatlonal market screens.

Those massive circular windows offer a view of the brick courtyard at Michigan

National.

e app ofa

Egyptian step-pyramid clad In polished granite.
The herizontal spans are cantitevered out over the
ribbons of windows affording an outslde view from
within the Jargely unobstructed office arcas. The
450,000-square-foot, $80 million structure sits on
five acres of the 27-acre site. Some of the
additional acreage ls given over to the open-air
parking, a parking structure and retention ponds.

The tnterior conslsts of a six-story atrium space
with projecting convex glass pargpets remlnlscent
of New York's Guggenhelm Museum. The space
greatly facliltates an expansive fecting to
employces at thelr wark statlons. The overall plan
allows for a balance of artlficial and natural light
and an case of intra- and inter-office comunicatlon.

The offlce arrangement is based on product
distributlon; first floor — banking, brokerage and
consumer lending; second floor — morigage
lending. A centratized computer facility serves the
headguarter's personnet and entlre branch system.

Despite the dlfferences In architecture, Michigan
Natlonal’s and Standard Federal's headquarter
buildings can be vlewed as state-of-the-art
structures and prototypes for American business
projecting into the 21st centory.
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WOODS, WATER AND
A WONDERFUL
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Date Northrop is an architeciural historian
and coilege professor who lives in Troy.

Om‘u l/oulpns:: bevord your
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compuanity Sate house, you enter

@ mayic place totally remorved from
the world ewtside.

Rare birds and wildlife are all part of
the design that nature has created
for you at Maple Place Villas.
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Tranguil ponds dot the landscape that
is dominated by a privieval forest of
towering Pine, Maple and Birchr, Your

detached condomintum home, a ram- v
bling ranch or a majestic colonial, is
set i one of several cul-de-sacs that Welcome home. Now that
are sculphred into youve arrived, you may
the natuml beauty e, HCLCF Want fo
of e surronnding leave!
forest, ‘?
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