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Landscaping a ‘sound investment’

By Andy Lang
apoclal wrlter

(AP) ~ Whenever you do it your-
self on the Instde of your house, it's
usually because It is something that
has to be donc.

A large part of the work you do on
the autside of the house is because
you want te do It, mostly te improve
the appearance of your property. In-
cluded among these projects are
such things as patios, decks, path-
ways, walls, barbecue arcas, gar-
dens and the itke.

The wonderful effects that can be
achleved In the yard with bricks,
mortar, concrete, paving blocks and
other building materials are detailed
In “Backyard Brickwork,” cdited by
Mike Lawrence. The reader is cau-
tloned to think carefully before got-
ting started, as all of the things men-
tioned are permanent and will not
yleld eastly to later changes.,

Questlons that must be asked in-
clude: Must there be plenty of play-
ing space for children or grandchil-
dren? Do you hope to add a swim-

prefer a garden that requires a mini-
mum of upkeep? If you aren't going
to work In your garden, can you af-
ford a regular gardener?

THE BOOK POINTS out that the
days of huge houses with spaclous
Tooms on cheap and equally spacious
plots have gone forever. Bullding
casts, land price and the prescnce of
modern [lfestyles demand that you
make good use of cvery square foot
of your property, Every dollar spent
on well-designed outdoor living
space is a sound investment. You
will get it back In hard cash when
you go to sell your house.

There is some good advice for peo-
ple who cannot handle the outside
Improvements by themselves but
can afford to pay for them. The book
tells about trylng to find somebody
who has had such work done and can
make a recommendation, then adds:

“You must not, under any circum-
stances, simply ask the first builder
you find to begin work of any sort on
the basis of a verbal agreemient, par-

much about constructlon work. Also,
under nio circumstances should you
pay In advance for work that is still
to be done, If any problems do arlse,
you will lose either In terms of mon-
cy or in a final result that may have
to be demollshed.

“Once you have a writien quota-
tion from two or more reputable
bullders, go see your local bank.
Take your plan and your quotations
with you and ask whether they are
prepared to lend you the moncy.
Onee your loan has been approved,
get the builder of your choice to sign
a retention meney clause (the
amount held back untit such time as
the project is completed to your sat-

isfaction), the time in which the
project 1s to be compleled and at
what stage of the work the first pay-
ment wiil be made.

“IN THIS WAY, you can minlmlze
the risk that faces every homeowner .
wishing to have alteratlons done by
unfamitiar bullders, landscapers or
designers. If you have any doubts
about the idea of the whole thing,
just ask any real estate agent how
much an attractlve outdoor living
area adds to the price of a house.”

{"Backyard Brickwork” is pub-
lished by Garden Way Publishing,
Schoalhouse Road, Pownal, Vi.
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Nothing is better than finding a neigh-
borhood of friendly people, lovely homes
and shaded sidewalks

The Creative Living Real Estate section
teatures hundreds of just such wonderful
homes.

Watch for this delightful section in your
hometown newspaper. '

Arbor Village Condominium was built to provide practical living
for many different lifestyles. Each residence is provided with a
covered carport for your convenicnce,

Priced from. *7 7,900
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