Cold prompts change for insects

. Shortened daylight hours Is the
cue used by plants and animais that
. foretells the approach of cold winter
. temperatures,
. Cold-blooded anlmals such as In-
sects, repliles and  amphliblans,
. whose body temperature is basically
confrolled by the amblent tempera-
ture, are unable to functlon durlng
this time. They must survive the

winter In a form that can tolerate
the freezing temperatures,

Because the number of visible In.
sects decreases dramatleally now, It
is unusual to sce any insects at all,
Jet alone large oncs. While walklug
the flelds and meadows lately, 1
have seen some butterflies and some
true bugs.

Beautiful yellow sulfur butterfties
had survived the early October snow
we had and were spending their fast
days looking for scan! sources of
ncctar, They overwinter as a green
chrysalis.

Several times durlng the summer
and during fall people had ques-
tioned me about a large brown insect
they had found. Its large size and le-
thargic nature made this 1%-inch

Easter Seals
needs help

The Easier Scal Society of Qak-
land County nceds volunteers who
are comfcrtable with chlldren, to as-
sist in a Disability Awareness Pro-
gram. Volunteers will be tralned to
g0 into day care centers to teach

about

REPLACE...

*FREE ESTIMATES
1642 E. 11 Mile Rd,,

Every year hundeeds of thousands of
kidds are thrown away. I'ut out onto the
streets, With no job, no money and
nowhere o go. Bul now theee is a
number fur kids to call, The Covenant
House Nincline helps kids with food,

clothing, a place to sleep and, most of
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MODERN & EUROFEAN STYLES

FORMICA SOLID WOODS
Solid Cotars Qak, Cherry
oand Weodgrain and Birch

SERVING WAYNE, OAKLAND & MACOMB
« FACTORY SHOWROOM

18lock W. of Dequindre  Daily 9-5, Sun, 10-4

¥
Those interested can call 338-9626
for details,
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all, someone to tatk ta. To get helpn
your hometown, call vur Nineline|
1-800-4899-9999, [tS free.

Nineline
1-800-949-9589
Anytime.
Anywhere,
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HOLIRS:
9-5:30 MON/FRI, 9-3 SAT OR
CALL FOR A SPECIAL APPOINTMENT ANYTIME.
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HERALD WHOLESALE, 20830 COOLIDGE HWY, JUST NORTH OF 8 MILE RD,
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About 7¢ Qakland County ama-
teur radio operators recently par-
ticipated in a national simulated
cmergency test 1o show their abili-
ty to provide communications in an
emergency or disaster.

Test were sent (o a va-

tong and three-cighths wide inscet
very visible,

IT TURNED out to bt one of the
assussin bugs. A true bug, nut just a
generic bug, True bugs have furew.
ings partially muembrancous at the
tips and thickened at the base. Thewr
wings are held flat on their backs
and often form a trisngle just behind
the thorax. ‘They alse have sucking
mouth parts.

Assassin bugs can be recognized
by their long nuciow heasd, and
their name anphes, they are
tors on other anseets This i
bug is pacticularly fond of bees

Long muscular legs enable this in-
sect o subdue large prey. One day at
the Cranbrook Institute of Sclence
nature center I noticed a bee assas-
s perched on the window sifl next
Lo the hive entrance

Waiting patiently for prey to ap-
proach within range of their power.
s is the method used by these
vts to capture o meal. They often
seem to find their way into homes in
seuech of food, and though they are a
Lerge insect, they are not harful to
han

T Nunwerekn 1 o naturatist at
Indeprenden e-Gaks Park in Ouk-
lamd County He fives 1n Livoma

ricty of pollee, fire and EMS offic-
€5 in the county, as well as to hospi-
tals and officials tn local communi-
ties. The awmateurs delivered these
sitnulated tnessages and then re-
layed responses to the Emergency
Operations Center in the county
gavernment complex.,

The test was conducted with the
support of the Oakland County
EMS/Emergency Management of-
fices,

Amateur radio operators
re present and pravided commu-
nications temporarily housed in
shelters during the cleanup of the
Milford train accident and also at

test skills

the recent train wreek n Freeland.,

® Amateur radio vperators ay/
sisted with cotumunicutivns aftér
the Californla carthquake. Amal
tewurs provided comenunieations to
the tslands in the Caribbean during
and after Hurricane Hugo.

® Amateurs alse provided cotn’
munleations afier the Mexico City
carthquake in 1985

In every case, the conununica-
tions were used 10 support local
government communications and
to relieve trained othicials so that
they could perform their duties in
other ways. )

Qukland County amateur radio
operators are always sceking addi-
tional mumnbers Jor the Public Ser-
vice Corps. If interested. please
call the EMS/Emergency Manages
tnent offices of Qakland County at
858-5300.
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