Classes help stepfamilies cope with change

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

When o sccond marrlage involves
children on both sides, it's often re-
garded as “the triumph of hope over
experience.”

That asscssment cames from
someone who has gone through It,
and is preparing Lo help those abaut
to attempt it.

Her name Is Carol Levin, a soclal
worker with Oakland Family Ser.
vlres, who will be the group faclilta-
tor in a class on stepfamillles,

The 8-weck class, scheduled (o be-
gin Dec. 7 at the Baldwin Library in
Birmingham, is one of the newest
programs |nitiated by family ser.
vices to meet an old goal —
strengthen the family.

Family servlees has existed since
1921 when it was known at the Chli-
dren's Ald Sociely of Oakland, cx-
plained Sylvia Ashton, director of
development. And it's goal has never
changed.

There will be a noticeable change,
however, lomorrow when family
services formally opens its $1.3 mil-
{iun facility at 114 Orchard Lake in
Tontiac. The 42,000-square-foot fa-
cility is the old Elk's club, refurb.
ished within 2 year to accommedate
an ever increasing demand for ser-
vices.

THE REFURBISHED {acility re-
places two separate bulldings in
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Carol Levin sees
over experience.”

the second marriage as “the triumph of hope

Peontlae and supports four ether
tamlly services offices In Rochester,
Berkley, Drayton Plains and Walled
Lake.

Family services wlll help more
than 5,500 people In 1989, according
to presldent Wllllam G. Frey. Among
those it will help are abused chil-
dren, addlcted teenagers, single par-
ents and dsabled adults.

Ita programs combat likiteracy, al-
coholism, dispalr and,

ey? Is cach parcnt going to keep
some money and poot the rest? Wilt
cach child be treated equally?”

WHAT ABOUT DISCIPLINE?
Same new parents agree that cach
Indlvidually will be responsible for
disclplining their own children, Lev-
in sald. “New couples need ta think

about that ahead of time and agree
how they will handle It.”

Peaple golng Into second marriag-
s have to realize deep-seated prac-
tcal problems that may surface —
and threaten — the new union,

“What happens if a parent doesn't
like a stepchild?" Levin sald, “He or
she is supposed to provide love, but

Thursday, November 18, 1989 O&E

(QTA

what happens when the stepchild and
stepparent don't even llke each
other?"

Many children hope their parents
wlil somehow get back together,
Levin said. They may do things —
unconsciously or otherwlse — to sab-
atage the new unlon under the false
belief the natural parents will get

back together if the second marriage
Lails.

IN ONE EXTREME case, a step-
father was falsely accused of
molesting his stepdaughter, Levin
sald. The case almost went lo trialIn |
circuit court before Lhe youngster:
admitted she lled, much to the relief ,
of the falsely accused stepdad,

blind optimlsm — as with the classes
on stepfamilies.

An estimated 70 milltion people
are involved with stepfamilites Io one
form or another, said Levin, who had
two children of her own before get-
tlng a master's degree in soclal work
from the University of Michigan and
subsequenily marrying a man with
three youngsters.

“Many make the mistake of enter-
Ing into the second marrlage think-
Ing it will be much the same as the
first, only better,” she sald. “That's a
mistake.

"The second marriage is different,
particularily when there are young-
sters involved.”

Her class s designed to encourage
those contemplating remarriage to
think about some very practical con-
siderations they might be everlook-
Ing, Levin said.

“Finances, for onc," she said. “It's
a crucial matter that should be re-
solved before hand. Are the

newlyweds going to poa) thelr mon-
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Sherwood can
make the difference... |

) 2whth fime furnttare and beartsful accessories
Srom the finest nekers,
Lot enr professtenal stuf] of ttertor designers plan yonr roonts
strvaensdd Yers = aedth all the Jutest ks, nes and colors.
Frec dnstune design service ts arailable. Mop tn and see why
\ Sheriveesd it prake the differnce.
Visit our newe stateof-theart design studio |
in West Bluony
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SOMERSET

THE WORLD FAMOUS
NATE WILLIAMS INK SPOTS

PRESENTS

i

SUNDAY —- NOVEMBER 19TH.
TWO BIG SHOWS
1:00 & 3:00 PM
Open to the Public at No Charge

Holiday Hours Begin Friday - Novembaer 24tht
Mon-Fil 10-9/Sat 10-6/Sun 12-5
Saks Fitth Avenue Open Mon-Sat 10-9/5un 11-6

SOMERSET MALL

, W. Big Beover Road at Coolidge, Troy
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Two GIFT IDEAS THAT

WILL DO YOUR HEART GOOD.
AND THEIR

HEARTS GOOD, T0O.

Give the gifts that make ecryone fesl good. the FOOD FOR FITRESS® Grocery
Shopping Guide and the High Fit Low Fat Coctbook, published by MedSpon. the
UM Medicat Center's 5pats med.:ne ard prevertive cardiology programs

The 200-page Grocery Shopp.rg Gude evalvates mare than 3090 tems in an
ce $hows you foods tigh «n fiber ang
19025 you should avoid Cut 1o h.gh leve's af sdturated fat, sodum and sugac.
Tre Gu.de includes t:ps fat du:

MedSpod's High £t
delicious recipes ang ec.oat
1eCiEe gives YOU 2 €O
cholesteral, saturated fats.

bereft from thes informatuo:

Erograms Hea ity Holidays!
ORDER FORM

,,,,, 138

T Paaseserd me __cepes o e ¥ on F I iow Far Cecidort

label infarmaton

aw Fat Cooiock features over 150 pages of
anab information for hea'ther @ ring Each
Artional analysis — highlighting the
hycrates. socwum, fiber and calosies. Initialty.
the Guide and some resipes in the Cootboot were developed for Medspon
patents wih high chalestercl, b gn blood pressure, we:ght contol
prebiems, ard beart dsease. Ve 5o0m real.zed tat everyone couid

and raw offer these resources to the
public. Alb arsceeds from our boob $y'es will beref MedSport cardac

ez send me _ copes o ine Groven Shoppag Guse

8 nang gt f5 ok oy
& hanzing for ech asdtional boos
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- « T ¥sa T tasterCard

My paymentis by: T, Check = Moray o

Creqt Ca
Sgratuce
Cp Order Form snd maka theck paysble to MrdSport, P O Bax 161, Ann Asbor, MI 44126
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ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19 AT 12:30PM SANTAWILL -
ARRIVE WITH GORDON AND SUSAN (ROSCOE ORMAN
AND LORETTA LONG) FROM SESAME STREET.

perform again. Meet Gordon and Susan

He isn't

ellow, he doesn’t have feathers,

and he only comes once a year, But he’s
just as lovable as Big Bird. And you can
see him at Twelve Oaks. Because

Santa’s arriving at 12:30pm for the first
of three Gordon and Susan shows. Then
at 2:30 and 4:30, Gordon and Susan will

twelve oaks:

Hudroris, Limd & Tayhe, Sears, ICTwnney and over 383 great sores and servioes. Mondey Saturday, um-Apen, Eunday, Noon-Spen (Y13) JBMGE 196 st Novi Raad, Exk 13,

after each show.

So if you want to know the way to
Sesame Street, come to the Lord & Thylor
Court at Twelve Oaks on Sunday,
November 19. And have an afternoon of
holiday fun with Gordon, Susan and Santa.
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