Panel cites lack
of master plan

By Janice Brunson
stalf wrlter

Urban sprawl drew just a handful
of people to a recent panel discus-
sion on the subject.

Present ' development  creates
winnerd and losers among communi-
tles because the county has no mas-
ter plan, sald speakers at the event,
which was sponsored by the Issues
Development Commltice of the Oak-
land County Democratic Party.

“I suggest we raise our voice and
demand of the county, all $12 miles
of it, a plan by which we can develop
tagether for the community good,”
said County Cemmissloner Larry
Pernick, wha represents Southfield.
"We need a master plan that s not
present today.”

Under present devclopment,
Southficld in southern Oakland Coun-
ty is considered a loser. In spite of
major investments In roads, schools
and utditles almed at luring new
construction ta the community, most
developers are going north.

“ALTIIOUGH WE'VE made ma.
jor lnvestments In Southfield, we're
sceing it's not enough to induce new
construction.”

“A change in vision and philoso-
phy" is essential if the county’s pres-
ent character is 1o be preserved in
the face of continued development,
sald Edward Hustoles, director of
planning for the Southeast Michigan
Councll of Governments. “Change
means restricting development.”

Adopting a master plan is compli-
cated by the 60 separate units of city
and township government within
QOakiand County ~ “each with an in-
dividual development agenda that
pits one community against the next.

“We nced a common vision that
goes beyond individual communitles.
But do we have the political will to
turn down development and Jose
property tax?"

PRESENT DEVELOPMENT is
based on the economic gain of each
communlty, panclists agreed. “The
most immediate need for local gov-
ernment §s more dollars. The way to

get them Is through intense use of
the land,” Pernick sald.

“One need not apologlze because
capltalism works,” sald Donald
Tucker, a Southfield attorney who

Western 1
the company developing the glant
mall tn Auburn Hllly, just east of
Pantiac.

The new mall, opposed by area
residents who fear loss of quallty
1ife, Is expected to provide $6 million
in taxes for Pontlac schools and
6,000 new Jobs, Tucker sald.

“WE ALL CHASE THE American
dream, Our laws encourage it. Good
devetopers today understand the pol-
itics of circumstance. Before you
throw stones at the nasty developer,
remember, we have 200 years of ex-
pansionist tradition behind us,

“And if we are to harncss human
nature that creates the disputes (be-
tween community governments), we
damn well better create an environ-
ment conducive to the refurbishing
of our existing urban areas.” New
economlc inceatives arc needed to
attract developers to older urban
areas.

Growth and change mean pain,
sald Eddle MeDonald, an assistant to
U.S. Rep. Robert Carr, Paln is a cer-
tainty because of past growth and
the growth expected In Oakland
County over the next 10 years.
McDonald was a last-minute re-
placement for newly elected Pontiac
mayor Walter Moore, who ls vaca-
tiening in the Caribbean.

“The way to avold It Is by getting
involved carly, on community plan-
ning commlssions, boards of appeal,
whatever.

“My real concern Is we always
wait until the last minute to get in-
volved. We operate by erisis man-
agement.”

The next meeting of the Oak-
lund County Democratic Com-
mittee is 8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 12,
in the Board of Commissioners
auditorium, 1200 North Tele-
praph, Pontiac. For more infor-
mation, call 334-0971.
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FISHERMAN'S
SWEATER SALE
NOW $39.99

Twolve Oaks Mall  Double Cable Crew.
100%. cotion fisherman’s
crowneck wilh o frond
cobles. Seed stitched

tlsaves and back,

Upper Loval Sears Wing S.MLXLWomon'
SMLXLOM Men's
Orig. $60.00 & $65.00

Now $19.99

161t out sfore during our
Grand Opening Celebtotlon.

Raglsterio win:

= A 1990 FourWinns 170 Freectom
Ppowserboa! valued at $ 14,200

+ A$1,000 or $500 gitl certilicale
trom Yop of the Dock and
King Marine

- Dtawing wilt be held
Hovembaet 26, 1989

+ $e#lo-store disploy los detalls

+ Register ot King Mastne of Top
of the Dock, Twsive Oaxa Mall

Top of the Dock Is Americas only

complate boating testyle storo,

‘We offer a year ‘round sslection

ot men's ond wormen's ciothing,

boating occessodes, waler

1ports equipment, swimwear and

noutical giTts ~ as wall as e

Four Winns' complote lamily of
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‘._. Fur, The Fashion of Choice
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Priced:
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(Dhscalids ity wnd 1307.8)

™~
4

" OUREXCLUSIVE
SNOW CRYSTAL ORNAMENTS
$30 SET

Simply beautiful. Full lead crystal snowflakes
cach beveled and e1ched with a different design, 1Y diameter
on a silvery rihbon to twinkle, sparkle and shine
on your Christmas tree. The trio, $30.
Wrapped in our signature sitver box.

3%

aswine

charles w. wARREN

JTNTLER 1K 1991

SONTIET MALL, (313) 49 3411

A RSt

14 MILEATI-75
Hudsons, JCPenney, Sears and over 140 great stores and services
Hours: Mon.-Saf, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun, 12-5 p.m.
Mall gift certificatos avallable at Information Booth
Volet Parking
Complimenicty Coal Check Avaliable

Good Gifi vah'bopy’s at
Oakiand Maill this Christmas!

On Lucy! On Linus! On Schroeder and Woodstock! Christmas time is here again, and
your favorite Peanut kids will be spending it with you at Ockland Malll Animated
characters of the whole gang will spread cheer throughout the mall all season, and .
we'll strike up the Troy Athens Marching Band when Sonta arrives on Thursday,
November 16th at 6:30 p.m. For the littie ones, there’s even a giant talking teddy
bear! Sojoininthe fun. Allkids that visit Santa will receive a free Snoopy magazine.
Photos with Santa are available. Christmas goes Peanut-ty this year at Oakland Malll
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