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Wood frames help make this Gothic-style window appear even taller than it is. The panels alone welgh 700 pounds and carry an

$11,000 price tag.

Little need for window cover-ups

By Loulso Okrutsky
stall weiter

With Ilonger windows and higher
cellings bringing more light and
space Into a house, it's an anomaly to
hang heavy draperies.

Many people use sheers Lo offer
some privacy while allowlng in llght,
but some windows still nced more
cover than others.

"You have to take Into considera-
tion the view and privacy needs,”
said Margle Cockle, Interlor deslgn-
erfowner of Interlors by Margle

Cockle in Birmingham. “People arc
leaving windows blank. That's total-
ly acceptable in the proper sltua-
tion.”

For instance, subdivislons with
maore trees offer a certain amount of
bullt-in privacy for homeowners.

SOMETIMES DESIGNS pose a
to comblne il

said Interior designer Linda Shears
of Modern Studio of Intcriors, Bir-
mingham,

Impractical maybe, but architects
evldently like them.

“I Uke spa tubs with windows
around 1t to accent the tub. Usually
llke to put windows there. You can

see out and beyond,” said Ron My-
b

and style. Many houses are designed
with a bank of windows over the tub
in the master bath.

“They look wonderful In a model
home, but I’s pretty Impractleal,”

Let there be (the
right blend of) light

{(AP)— Lighting can do more than
keep darkness away.

Judiciously chosen and placed, it
can cnhance your home's appear-
ance by altering shape and color,
dramatizing its advantages and min-
imizing s disadvantages. Lighting
can also increase working cfficlency
and create a healthier environment
for you and your family. Here are
some tips:

An average-slze room usually
needs four or flve light sources. In a
room where dark-colored walls and
upholstery absorb light, you may
necd more Jamps or higher wattage
bulbs.

® Choose di

To reduce cye straln:

e If you use a floor lamp for
reading, place it slightly behind you
either to the left or the tight of your
shoulder. With a table lamp, line up
the base with your shoulder about 20
Inches to the left or right of the cen-
ter of your rcading malter. Make
sure the bottom of the lampshade is
above eye level a lower one re-
striets the Tight that falls on your
hoak or newspaper.

® Install dimmers for flexible
mood lighting. Bright lights stimu-
late actlvity while dim lights are
mere conducive to relaxation.

® To create o warm, intlmate at-

to the cifect you want to create, An
opague shade, which produccs a
strong pattern of up and down light,
is more decorative than practlcal. It
you want cheerful, soft even light
that you can read by, select a shade
made of light-diffusing fabric, plas-
tie or paper.

® Avoid narrow-tepped shades os
the heat from the confined bulbs de-
leriorates the shades.
. ® To achleve harmony In a room,
keep the tops of table and floor
lamps at the same level and use
shades that are similar in style and
fabrie.

, WORRIED ABOUT chooslng the
right slze chandeller for your dinlng
room? A good rule of thumb ls that
its dlameter in inches should equal
the dlagonal of the room in feet, But
some decorators feel that when it
cames to chandellers, it's better to
overscale than to underscale. A
large chandelier may glve a smail
dinlng room or a narrow hall just the
extra glamour it needs.

phere, small pools of
light for gencral lghting.

In addition to lamps and cclling
fixtures, consider:

e Accent lightlng to cmphasize
speck{ie detalls In a room such as
palntings or decoratlve objects.

® Cornice lighting that casts light
downward over a wall.

® Track lighting (hat provides
ftexibility in directing beams of
light. The track can be mounted on a
ccliing or a wall.

@ Uplights that accent objects
above them. The soft, diffuse light
comes from canister-type lighting
fixturcs placed on the floar.

® Valance lighting to provide a
wash of light downward over draper-
ies and upward over a cefling from a
special window valance,

@ Wall sconces to bounce light off
the ceiling or walls or to lght an ob-

ect,

® Wall washers to dircct beams
of lght at the walt, expanding the
feeling of space in a room. They can
be recessed, surface-mounted, or on
a track,

ers, a Ply d archltect.
Fine, if the nearest nclghbars are
a comfortable distance away, Those
wlth less elbow room might want to
take a cue from Myers' own resl-
dence. He Installed thin shades that
can be Ieft open to accent the wood-
work and closed to provide privacy.

n exclusive private community nestled among mature trees,

Shears solves the problem with
soft shades draped from the top of
the window or shutters.

SHUTTERS ARE Cockle's favor-
ite way (o cover a large window.
Shutters come with vertical or horl-
zantal wooden slats, Cockle favors a
horizontal stat for a long window,
but leaves a curved window uncov-
ered. Vertleal shutters would suc-
ceed In making the windows loom
even larger in a room.

For a contemporary look, vertical
blinds are an easy, appealing solu-
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impressive

By Loulso Okrutsky
staff writer

Dramatic entrances and lavish ex-
its arc being played out on life’s
most intimate slage, the home. Win-
dows arc bigger and cellings are
highee as owners and butlders at-
tempt to bring the outdoors Inslde.

“Custom homes arc becoming
more dramatic,” said Northville-
based builder Frank A, Bauss,

The trend toward studlo ceilings,
some 15 to 20 fect high, opened the
way for windows in exotle shapes.

“People want more glass and big-
ger windows,” Bauss sald.

LARGE WINDOWS arcn't con-
fined to the entryway. Costom build-
ers are paying attentlon to the rear
of the house, opening it to the back
yard by using walls of glass.

“People want that out’ feeling,”
sald Rita Bennelt, outside sales rep-
resentatlve for Pella Windows in the
Farmington-Farmington Hills-
Northville-Novi area. "They don't
want te be cooped up. People are
spending more time at home.™

‘Ten years ago, custom houses fca-
tured at least onc patio door and a
set of smaller windows. Clients In
those recessionary days  worrled
about energy efficiency and price.

“The cost has been prehibltive,”
satd Livonja-based architect Walter
Mclonio. “In 1976, everything was
economical. We did box rooms at $30
a square foot. But it scems when we
come out of a recession, then the em-
phasis on quality and the amount of
glass increases."

MELONIA OFFERS as an exam-
ple the house he deslgned for Cam-
bridge Construction Corp. ln Singh
Development’s Pheasant Hills subdi-
vislon, Northville,

The red brick house has 108 win-
dow units, Over the front door Is a
majestle, Gothic style window. Wood
frames help make the window ap-
pear even taller than It truly is. The
panels alone weigh 700 pounds and
carry an $11,000 price tag. Deslgned
as one unit, the front eatrance,
wooden sidelights and glass cost
$75,000.

Approximately 25 years ago, it
would have been tough to find such a
window withln the price range of
that development, $350,000-
$750,000.

“YEARS AGO a curved top was a
speclaity Item,” sald Ron Myers, a
Plymouth-based archltect. “Now so
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Glass note
Huge windows, tall
ceilings combine for

results

‘Pve had houses with
over $60,000 in
windows alone. You
could buy a house for
that money.’
—Frank A. Bauss
builder

many shapes are available. Your im-
agination can run wild,”

Pella and Andersen manufaciure
a varlety of shapes, according lo
Bauss. Pella will custom make win-
dows to any shape a homeowner and
architect can agree upon.

In addition to the popular curved
top windows, architects are stacking
casement windows to achleve a wall
of glass. Mutton bars, those bars of
wood dividing the glass and giving It
a coty appearance, present another
option.

“'Many times windows are made to
{it the pltch of the roof and suit the
design of the house,” Bauss said.
“It's expenslve.”

CASINGS AND moldings are cus-,
tom-made separately 1o fit the win.
dow. One plece of melding for a.
curved window can cost $150, ac-’
cording to Bauss. In onc house In
Harbor Springs, built by Bauss, the
custom grills and casing for a win-
dow cost $1,700. His custom houses
are In the $350,000-3900,000 range.

“I've had houses with over $60,000
in windows alone,” he said. “You
could buy a house for that money.”

‘They're spending more money on
windows, but buyers still want ener-:
gy clflclency. The air Iafiltration
rate and the R-factor remain as the.
two vartables most buyers study be-
fore choosing windows, according to

nneft.

Alr Infiltratlon factor, the amount
of air sceplng Into the house,
shouldn't be as high or higher than
the R-factor, which measures the
window's capaclty to retain heat.

Windows that are designed to be
opened, and thus aren't scaled, allow
more air into the house, according to
Melonlo. He estimates monthly heat.
ing bills for the 4,000-square-foot -
house that features the expansive .
use of glass at the entrance at $200-
$250. .

SRYLIGHTS ARENT as popular
as they ence were. .
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